how do i get an elf on the shelf

how do i get an elf on the shelf is a common query for families looking to embrace the
holiday spirit with a beloved tradition. The EIf on the Shelf is a popular Christmas
phenomenon that delights children by serving as a scout for Santa Claus, monitoring
behavior, and reporting back to the North Pole each night. This article will guide you
through the various steps to acquire your very own EIlf on the Shelf, discuss the different
types available, and provide tips on how to incorporate this fun holiday activity into your
family's traditions. Additionally, we will explore creative ideas for utilizing the elf's
presence and keeping the magic alive throughout the holiday season.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the EIf on the Shelf?

The Elf on the Shelf is a children's book and accompanying plush toy that has become a
global holiday tradition. The concept was created by Carol Aebersold and her daughter
Chanda Bell in 2005. The story explains how Santa sends a scout elf to each home to
observe children's behavior and report back to him. Each night, the elf flies to the North
Pole, returning to a new location in the home by morning. This element of surprise is what
keeps children engaged and excited throughout the Christmas season.

The elf's role is to encourage good behavior and create anticipation for Christmas.
Families often enjoy playful interactions, as the elf can be placed in humorous or
mischievous scenarios. This practice not only enhances the festive atmosphere but also
fosters a sense of wonder and excitement among children.

Where to Buy an Elf on the Shelf

Purchasing an Elf on the Shelf is straightforward, as these popular items are widely
available both in physical stores and online. Here are some prominent places to consider
when looking to buy:



¢ Retail Stores: Many large retailers, such as Walmart, Target, and Barnes & Noble,
typically stock the Elf on the Shelf during the holiday season. It is advisable to check
their inventory online or visit in person to ensure availability.

e Online Marketplaces: Websites like Amazon often have a variety of Elf on the Shelf
options, including different styles and accessories. This can be a convenient way to
browse and compare prices.

e Specialty Shops: Local toy stores or holiday-themed shops may also carry the Elf on
the Shelf, often providing unique or exclusive versions.

e Second-Hand Stores: Thrift shops or online marketplaces like eBay may have pre-
owned elves at a reduced price, which can be an economical option.

Before making a purchase, consider checking the official EIf on the Shelf website for
information on authorized retailers to ensure you are getting an authentic product.

Types of Elves Available

When it comes to choosing an Elf on the Shelf, there are several types and variations
available to suit different preferences and family dynamics. Understanding these options
can enhance your experience:

¢ Classic Elf: The traditional scout elf comes in a red and white outfit and is the most
common choice among families.

e Girl Elf: Many retailers offer a female version of the elf, usually dressed in a similar
color scheme but with distinct features to set it apart.

¢ EIf Pets: These are additional characters, such as EIf Pets Reindeer or EIf Pets Saint
Bernard, that can accompany the original elf, enriching the storytelling experience.

e Accessories: There are various accessories and kits available, such as clothing,
props, and scenes, that can enhance the elf's antics and create new storylines.

Choosing the right type of elf can depend on your family’s preferences, traditions, and how
you plan to incorporate the elf into your holiday celebrations.

How to Incorporate the EIf into Your Traditions

Integrating the Elf on the Shelf into your family’s holiday traditions can create lasting
memories and build excitement leading up to Christmas. Here are some effective ways to
do so:

¢ Daily Movements: Move the elf to a new location each night to surprise your
children in the morning. This keeps the magic alive and encourages them to look



forward to discovering the elf's new spot.

¢ EIf Notes: Write short notes from the elf to your children, offering encouragement
for good behavior or suggesting fun holiday activities to do together.

e Family Activities: Use the elf as a prompt for family activities, such as baking
cookies, decorating the house, or making holiday crafts.

e Story Time: Read the original Elf on the Shelf book together as a family to reinforce
the story and its magic.

By creating specific traditions around the elf, you can enhance the overall experience and
make it a cherished part of your holiday celebrations.

Creative Ideas for EIf on the Shelf

To keep the fun fresh and exciting, consider implementing creative ideas for your Elf on
the Shelf’s antics. Here are some playful suggestions:

e Funny Scenarios: Set up the elf in humorous situations, such as getting tangled in
Christmas lights or having a marshmallow snowball fight with other toys.

e Crafts and Activities: Use the elf to encourage craft projects, such as creating
homemade ornaments or writing letters to Santa.

¢ Advent Calendar Tie-In: Incorporate the elf with an advent calendar, where each
day reveals a new surprise or activity related to the elf.

e Photo Opportunities: Create a photo booth setup with props and let your children
take pictures with the elf for a fun keepsake.

These creative ideas can help to maintain interest and excitement, ensuring your family
enjoys the full benefits of the Elf on the Shelf tradition.

Maintaining the Magic of the EIf

To keep the magic of the Elf on the Shelf alive throughout the holiday season, it is
essential to engage children’s imaginations and maintain the story’s allure. Here are some
strategies:

e Limit Exposure: Avoid discussing the elf in non-holiday contexts to maintain the
mystery. Children should feel that the elf exists solely for the purpose of observing
their behavior during the festive season.

e Involve Family Traditions: Encourage family participation in the elf's activities,
making it a group effort to keep the magic alive.



e Refresh the Stories: Each year, create new adventures and scenarios for the elf,
ensuring that both children and adults remain engaged.

e Encourage Belief: Remind children that the elf is a special friend sent by Santa,
encouraging them to believe in the magic of the holiday season.

By following these strategies, families can cultivate a sense of wonder and excitement
surrounding the EIf on the Shelf, creating cherished memories that last a lifetime.

Q: What is an EIf on the Shelf?

A: An EIf on the Shelf is a holiday tradition involving a special scout elf sent by Santa
Claus to monitor children's behavior and report back to the North Pole. The concept
includes a book and a plush toy, with the elf moving to a new spot each night to surprise
children.

Q: Where can I buy an EIf on the Shelf?

A: You can purchase an Elf on the Shelf at major retailers like Walmart and Target, online
marketplaces such as Amazon, specialty toy stores, or even second-hand shops for pre-
owned options.

Q: What types of elves are available?

A: There are various types of elves, including the classic scout elf, girl elves, and EIf Pets,
which are additional characters that can accompany the main elf. Accessories and themed
kits are also available to enhance the experience.

Q: How can I make the elf's visit special for my
children?

A: To make the elf's visit special, move it to a new location each night, write notes from
the elf, incorporate family activities, and read the Elf on the Shelf book together. This
builds excitement and engagement.

Q: What are some creative ideas for the elf's antics?

A: Creative ideas for the elf's activities include setting up funny scenarios, encouraging
crafts and activities, integrating with an advent calendar, and creating photo opportunities
with props.



Q: How do I keep the magic of the elf alive?

A: To maintain the magic, limit discussions about the elf outside of holiday contexts,
involve family traditions, refresh stories each year, and encourage children to believe in
the elf's special role during the festive season.

Q: Can I personalize my Elf on the Shelf experience?

A: Yes, you can personalize your Elf on the Shelf experience by creating unique stories,
incorporating your family's traditions, and introducing specific themes that resonate with
your children's interests.

Q: What should I do if my elf gets damaged?

A: If your elf gets damaged, check the manufacturer’s guidelines for repairs or consider
purchasing a replacement. Many families opt to keep their elf in pristine condition to
maintain its magic.

Q: Is there an age limit for the Elf on the Shelf
tradition?

A: There is no strict age limit for the Elf on the Shelf tradition, but it is most popular with
younger children. Many families continue the tradition as long as children believe in Santa
Claus.

Q: How do I introduce the Elf on the Shelf to my family?

A: To introduce the EIf on the Shelf, read the accompanying book together, explain the
elf's purpose, and let it arrive in a creative way, such as through a special delivery or
surprise on the first day of December.

Q: Can I use EIf on the Shelf for educational purposes?

A: Yes, you can incorporate educational activities with the Elf on the Shelf, such as
encouraging reading, writing letters to Santa, or using the elf to teach about kindness and
sharing during the holiday season.
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