
how do you teach yourself to play guitar
How do you teach yourself to play guitar? Learning to play the guitar can be an
incredibly rewarding experience, whether you want to strum along to your favorite songs,
write your own music, or perform for friends and family. With the right approach and
resources, you can effectively teach yourself to play guitar without the need for formal
lessons. This guide will walk you through the essential steps, tips, and tools needed to
embark on your guitar-playing journey.

Setting Your Goals

Before diving into the technical aspects of playing guitar, it is essential to set clear goals.
Ask yourself what you want to achieve with your guitar playing. Here are some common
goals for aspiring guitarists:

Learn to play your favorite songs

Write and compose your own music

Play in a band or perform live

Improve your skills for personal enjoyment

Having specific goals will help you stay motivated and focused as you progress in your
guitar-playing journey.

Choosing the Right Guitar

The first step in teaching yourself to play guitar is to choose the right instrument. Here are
some considerations to keep in mind:

Types of Guitars
- Acoustic Guitar: Ideal for beginners, as it doesn’t require additional equipment like
amplifiers. It offers a warm, rich sound.
- Electric Guitar: Suitable for those interested in rock, blues, or jazz. It requires an amplifier
and additional accessories, like a guitar cable and picks.
- Classical Guitar: Features nylon strings, making it easier on the fingers and great for
fingerstyle playing.



Budget Considerations
- Set a budget for your guitar purchase. While high-end guitars can be tempting, many mid-
range options offer excellent sound and playability for beginners.
- Don’t forget to budget for essential accessories such as a tuner, picks, a strap, and a case.

Learning the Basics

Once you have your guitar, it’s time to dive into the basics. Familiarizing yourself with
fundamental concepts will provide a solid foundation for your playing.

Tuning Your Guitar
- Use an electronic tuner or a tuning app to ensure your guitar is in standard tuning (E-A-D-
G-B-e).
- Learn how to tune by ear to develop your musical ear over time.

Understanding Guitar Anatomy
- Familiarize yourself with the parts of the guitar, such as the fretboard, strings, neck, body,
and bridge. Knowing your instrument will help you understand playing techniques better.

Basic Chords and Strumming Patterns
Start with the following essential chords:
- G Major
- C Major
- D Major
- E Minor
- A Minor

Practice switching between these chords and strumming different patterns. You can use
resources like chord charts or instructional videos to guide you.

Utilizing Online Resources

The internet is a treasure trove of resources for self-taught guitarists. Here are some
platforms and tools to consider:

Online Courses and Tutorials
- Websites like YouTube, GuitarLessons.com, and JustinGuitar offer a plethora of free
tutorials and lessons.



- Consider investing in structured online courses like GuitarTricks or TrueFire for a more
organized learning path.

Mobile Apps
- Yousician: An interactive app that offers lessons for various skill levels.
- Ultimate Guitar: A database of tabs for countless songs, allowing you to learn music you
love.

Practice, Practice, Practice

Consistent practice is key to mastering the guitar. Here are some effective strategies to
incorporate into your practice routine:

Establish a Practice Schedule
- Set aside specific times each week dedicated to practicing guitar. Aim for at least 20-30
minutes a day, gradually increasing as you become more comfortable.

Focus on Technique
- Work on finger placement and strumming techniques. This will help you play chords
cleanly and transition smoothly.
- Practice scales to improve finger dexterity and familiarity with the fretboard.

Use a Metronome
- A metronome helps develop your timing and rhythm, essential aspects of playing music.
Start slow and gradually increase the tempo as you become more confident.

Learning Songs

One of the most enjoyable ways to stay motivated is to learn songs that you love. Here’s
how to approach learning new music:

Start with Simple Songs
- Choose songs that use the basic chords you’ve learned. Many popular songs are easy to
play and can be found on tab websites.
- Focus on one song at a time to avoid feeling overwhelmed.



Break It Down
- Divide the song into sections (verses, chorus, bridge) and practice each part individually
before trying to play the whole piece.
- Use a slower tempo when learning new songs, gradually increasing the speed as you
become more comfortable.

Join a Community

Connecting with other guitarists can provide valuable support and motivation. Consider the
following options:

Online Forums and Social Media
- Platforms like Reddit's r/Guitar and Facebook groups dedicated to guitar playing offer a
space to ask questions, share progress, and connect with other musicians.

Local Music Groups
- Look for local jam sessions, open mic nights, or guitar clubs in your area. Playing with
others can enhance your skills and make learning more enjoyable.

Stay Motivated and Enjoy the Journey

Learning to play guitar is a journey filled with ups and downs. Here are some tips to keep
your motivation high:

Set short-term and long-term goals to track your progress.

Celebrate small victories, like mastering a new chord or song.

Be patient with yourself. Everyone learns at their own pace.

Experiment with different styles and techniques to find what you enjoy most.

Conclusion

In conclusion, teaching yourself to play guitar is a rewarding endeavor that requires
dedication, practice, and the right resources. By setting clear goals, choosing the right
guitar, utilizing online materials, and staying consistent in your practice, you can make



significant progress as a guitarist. Remember to enjoy the process, connect with others,
and embrace the musical journey ahead. With time and effort, you’ll be strumming your
favorite songs and creating your own music in no time!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the first steps to teaching myself to play
guitar?
Start by familiarizing yourself with the guitar parts, learn basic chords, and practice simple
strumming patterns. Online tutorials and apps can be helpful.

How can I stay motivated while learning guitar on my
own?
Set specific goals, track your progress, and reward yourself for milestones. Playing along
with songs you love can also keep you engaged.

What resources are best for self-teaching guitar?
YouTube tutorials, guitar lesson websites, mobile apps, and online courses are excellent
resources. Look for materials that match your learning style.

How often should I practice to improve my guitar skills?
Aim for at least 20-30 minutes of practice daily. Consistency is key, so try to build a routine
that fits your schedule.

Is it important to learn music theory while teaching
myself guitar?
While not essential, understanding basic music theory can enhance your playing and help
you understand how chords and scales work together.

What are some common mistakes beginners make when
learning guitar?
Beginners often struggle with finger placement, inconsistent practice, and not tuning their
guitar regularly. Focus on proper technique and stay patient.

Can I teach myself to play guitar without prior musical
experience?
Absolutely! Many successful guitarists start with no prior experience. With dedication and
the right resources, anyone can learn to play.



How do I measure my progress while learning guitar on
my own?
Keep a practice journal to note your goals, challenges, and achievements. Recording
yourself playing can also help you hear improvements over time.
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