
how great thou art chords
How great thou art chords are a fundamental part of one of the most beloved hymns in Christian
music history. This powerful hymn, originally written in Swedish by Carl Boberg in 1885, has touched
countless hearts with its majestic expressions of worship and awe for the creation of God. The hymn
has been translated into numerous languages and has seen various musical adaptations, making it a
staple in churches and gatherings across the globe. This article will delve into the chords used in
"How Great Thou Art," provide guidance on how to play them, and discuss some tips for enhancing
your performance.

The Structure of "How Great Thou Art"

To understand the how great thou art chords, it's
essential first to recognize the song's structure. The
hymn is typically composed of four verses, each
followed by a chorus. The song's verses describe the
majesty of God's creation and culminate in a
declaration of worship.

Main Components of the Hymn

1. Verses: The verses articulate the beauty of God's creation
and His power. Each verse builds upon the last, deepening the
listener's sense of reverence and awe.
2. Chorus: The chorus is a powerful refrain that reinforces the
message of the verses, emphasizing the greatness of God.
3. Key Signature: The hymn is often played in the keys of C,
G, or D, making it accessible for both beginner and
experienced musicians.

The Chords You’ll Need



To play "How Great Thou Art," you’ll need to familiarize
yourself with a few basic chords. Below are the chords
commonly used in the hymn, followed by a simple
chord progression you can practice.

Essential Chords

- C Major (C):
- Fingering: Place your ring finger on the 3rd fret of the A
string, middle finger on the 2nd fret of the D string, and index
finger on the 1st fret of the B string.

- G Major (G):
- Fingering: Place your middle finger on the 3rd fret of the E
string, index finger on the 2nd fret of the A string, and ring
and pinky fingers on the 3rd fret of the B and high E strings.

- F Major (F):
- Fingering: This chord can be played as a barre chord by
pressing down all strings on the 1st fret with your index
finger and forming an E major shape with your other fingers.

- A Minor (Am):
- Fingering: Place your index finger on the 1st fret of the B
string, middle finger on the 2nd fret of the D string, and ring
finger on the 2nd fret of the G string.

- D Major (D):
- Fingering: Place your index finger on the 2nd fret of the G
string, middle finger on the 2nd fret of the high E string, and
ring finger on the 3rd fret of the B string.



Chord Progression

Here’s a simple chord progression for "How Great Thou Art":

- Verse: C - G - C - F - C - G - C
- Chorus: C - G - C - F - C - G - C - G - C

This progression can be repeated for each verse and the
chorus. You might find it helpful to play along with a
recording of the hymn to get the timing and transitions down.

Playing Tips for Beginners

If you’re new to playing the guitar or piano, here are
some tips to help you master the how great thou art
chords:

1. Start Slow

- Begin by playing the chords slowly to ensure you can
transition smoothly between them. Gradually increase your
speed as you become more comfortable.

2. Practice Transitions

- Spend time practicing the transitions between chords. Focus
on one transition at a time and repeat it until you feel
confident.

3. Use a Metronome



- Practicing with a metronome can help you keep a steady
tempo. Start at a slower BPM (beats per minute) and
gradually increase as you gain confidence.

4. Record Yourself

- Recording your practice sessions can provide valuable
feedback. Listen for areas of improvement and adjust your
practice accordingly.

Enhancing Your Performance

Once you’re comfortable playing "How Great Thou Art,"
consider adding some embellishments to enhance your
performance. Here are some ideas:

1. Strumming Patterns

- Experiment with different strumming patterns to give the
song a unique feel. A common pattern might be a down-down-
up-up-down-up (D-D-U-U-D-U) rhythm.

2. Fingerpicking

- If you’re feeling adventurous, try fingerpicking the chords
instead of strumming. This can create a more delicate and
beautiful sound.

3. Dynamics



- Pay attention to dynamics. Start softly during the verses
and build intensity in the chorus to convey the emotional
depth of the hymn.

4. Harmonies

- If you’re performing with others, consider adding harmonies.
This can elevate the overall sound and create a richer
listening experience.

Conclusion: The Impact of "How Great Thou Art"

The how great thou art chords are more than just
musical notes; they represent a deep expression of
faith and awe for the divine. The hymn has been a
source of comfort and inspiration for many,
transcending cultural and language barriers. Whether
you’re playing it for personal devotion, at a church
service, or during a gathering of friends, the chords
and melodies of "How Great Thou Art" can create a
profound atmosphere of worship.

As you continue to practice and develop your skills,
remember that the heart of music lies in its ability to
connect with others and convey emotions. Let your
playing of "How Great Thou Art" be an offering of
praise, a testament to the beauty of creation, and an
inspiration to those who hear it. With dedication and
practice, you can master the how great thou art chords



and share this timeless hymn with those around you.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for 'How Great Thou Art'?

The basic chords for 'How Great Thou Art' in the key of
G are G, C, D, and Em.

Are there any tutorials available for playing 'How Great Thou
Art' on guitar?

Yes, there are numerous tutorials available on
platforms like YouTube that guide you through playing
'How Great Thou Art' on guitar, often breaking down
the chords and strumming patterns.

Can I play 'How Great Thou Art' in a different key?

Absolutely! 'How Great Thou Art' can be transposed to
different keys depending on your vocal range; common
alternatives include the keys of F and C.

What is the strumming pattern for 'How Great Thou Art'?

A common strumming pattern for 'How Great Thou Art'



is a simple down-down-up-up-down-up pattern, but you
can adjust it based on your style.

Is there sheet music available for 'How Great Thou Art'?

Yes, sheet music for 'How Great Thou Art' is widely
available online for various instruments, including
piano, guitar, and vocal arrangements.
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