
how great thou art score
How great thou art score is a phrase that resonates deeply with many music enthusiasts,
especially those who appreciate hymns and spiritual songs. The hymn “How Great Thou
Art” is one of the most beloved Christian hymns, celebrated for its powerful lyrics and
majestic melody that evoke a sense of awe and reverence for God’s creation. This article
delves into the history, significance, and musical composition of “How Great Thou Art,”
along with insights into its score, performance tips, and its impact on worship.

History of "How Great Thou Art"

Origins

The origins of “How Great Thou Art” can be traced back to a Swedish poem written by Carl
Boberg in 1885. Boberg, inspired by the beauty of nature and the powerful forces of God,
composed the poem which originally had nine stanzas. The poem was later set to a Swedish
melody, and it wasn’t until 1925 that it began to gain popularity outside Sweden.

Translation and Popularization

In 1931, the hymn was translated into English by British missionary Stuart K. Hine, who also
added two additional verses. Hine’s version of the hymn became widely known and was
introduced to various congregations, particularly in the United States. The hymn gained
immense popularity after it was performed by renowned artists such as George Beverly
Shea and later by Elvis Presley, helping to solidify its status as a classic.

Significance of "How Great Thou Art"

Spiritual Impact

“How Great Thou Art” is cherished for its profound spiritual message. The hymn invites
worshippers to reflect on the majesty of God and the beauty of creation. Its verses inspire
feelings of gratitude, awe, and worship, making it a staple in church services, especially
during moments of praise and thanksgiving.

Cultural Relevance

The hymn transcends cultural and denominational boundaries. It has been translated into



numerous languages and is sung in various Christian traditions worldwide. Its universal
themes of divine greatness and human humility resonate with people from diverse
backgrounds, making it an enduring part of Christian worship.

Musical Composition of "How Great Thou Art"

Structure of the Score

The how great thou art score is structured in a way that highlights the emotional depth of
the lyrics. It typically follows a simple yet powerful melody that is easy to sing, making it
accessible for congregations. The score is usually written in 4/4 time, which lends a
rhythmic quality that encourages participation.

- Verse Structure: Each verse typically consists of a few lines, allowing for a natural
progression of thought. The repetition of phrases adds to the song's impact, making it
memorable.
- Chorus: The chorus serves as a climactic point, emphasizing the central theme of praising
God’s greatness. It is often sung with increased intensity, inviting the congregation to join
in a collective expression of worship.

Musical Key and Arrangement

“How Great Thou Art” is commonly performed in the key of A-flat major or G major,
depending on the vocal range of the singers. The arrangement can vary widely, from simple
piano accompaniment to full orchestral settings. Here are some popular arrangements:

1. Solo Piano: A simple, heartfelt rendition suitable for intimate settings.
2. Choir Arrangement: Parts for SATB (Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass) that enhance the
harmonic richness of the hymn.
3. Contemporary Worship Band: Adaptations that incorporate modern instrumentation such
as guitars, drums, and synthesizers.

Performance Tips for "How Great Thou Art"

Vocal Techniques

When performing “How Great Thou Art,” vocalists should focus on several key techniques
to convey the hymn's emotional depth:

- Breath Control: Ensure proper breathing techniques to sustain long phrases without strain.
This will help maintain the hymn's lyrical flow.



- Dynamics: Vary the volume throughout the performance. Start softly to draw listeners in,
then build to a powerful climax in the chorus.
- Emotion: Connect with the lyrics personally. The sincerity of delivery can significantly
enhance the impact of the performance.

Instrumental Accompaniment

For musicians accompanying the hymn, consider the following tips:

- Simple Chords: Stick to basic chords that align with the melody. This allows the
congregation to focus on singing without being distracted by complex arrangements.
- Tempo: Maintain a moderate tempo that allows for reflection. A slower pace can enhance
the worship experience, giving time for contemplation.
- Use of Dynamics: Similar to vocals, the instrumental arrangement should have dynamic
contrasts. Build up during choruses and soften during verses for a more engaging
performance.

How "How Great Thou Art" is Used in Worship

Church Services

“How Great Thou Art” is frequently included in church services, particularly during:

- Praise and Worship Segments: It serves as a powerful opener or closing hymn, setting or
concluding the tone of worship.
- Special Occasions: The hymn is often sung during baptisms, weddings, and funerals,
reflecting its versatility and emotional depth.
- Seasonal Celebrations: It is commonly used during significant Christian holidays, such as
Easter and Christmas, to celebrate God’s greatness.

Personal Devotion

Many individuals also use “How Great Thou Art” in their personal devotional times. Singing
or playing the hymn can foster a deep sense of connection to God, providing comfort and
encouragement. Here are some ways to incorporate it into personal worship:

1. Meditation: Reflect on the lyrics while listening to a recording.
2. Prayer: Use the themes of the hymn as a foundation for prayer and thanksgiving.
3. Family Worship: Encourage family members to join in singing, creating a shared moment
of worship at home.



Conclusion

The enduring popularity of “How Great Thou Art” is a testament to its powerful message
and beautiful melody. The how great thou art score serves as a vehicle for worship,
allowing individuals and congregations to express their reverence for God’s majesty.
Whether performed in a grand church setting or sung quietly at home, this hymn continues
to inspire and uplift, reminding us of the greatness of the Creator and the beauty of His
creation. Through its heartfelt lyrics and memorable melody, “How Great Thou Art” remains
a cherished part of Christian worship, transcending generations and cultures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the hymn 'How Great Thou Art'?
The hymn 'How Great Thou Art' originated from a Swedish poem written by Carl Boberg in
1885. It was later translated into English and set to a traditional Swedish melody.

Where can I find the sheet music for 'How Great Thou
Art'?
Sheet music for 'How Great Thou Art' can be found in various hymnals, music retailers, and
online platforms such as musicnotes.com or hymnary.org.

What are the key themes in the lyrics of 'How Great
Thou Art'?
The key themes in 'How Great Thou Art' include the majesty of God, the beauty of creation,
and a deep sense of awe and reverence for divine power.

Who made 'How Great Thou Art' popular in the 20th
century?
The hymn was popularized in the 20th century by the Billy Graham Crusades, particularly
through the rendition by George Beverly Shea.

Is 'How Great Thou Art' considered a contemporary
Christian song?
While 'How Great Thou Art' is a traditional hymn, it has been embraced by contemporary
Christian music and is often sung in modern worship settings.

What musical arrangements are available for 'How



Great Thou Art'?
There are numerous musical arrangements available for 'How Great Thou Art', including
versions for piano, choir, and guitar, as well as contemporary adaptations.

How can I learn to play 'How Great Thou Art' on the
piano?
You can learn to play 'How Great Thou Art' on the piano by using online tutorials, sheet
music, and instructional videos available on platforms like YouTube.
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