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How hard is it to win a scholastic writing award? The pursuit of a scholastic writing
award can be both exhilarating and daunting. Every year, countless students across
various educational levels submit their work to competitions, hoping to stand out among
their peers. While the journey may be filled with creativity and self-expression, the reality
of winning an award is often much more complex than simply submitting a piece of
writing. This article will explore the challenges and considerations that can influence a
student’s chances of securing a scholastic writing award.

Understanding Scholastic Writing Awards

Before delving into the difficulties of winning such awards, it is essential to understand
what they are. Scholastic writing awards are competitive recognitions given to students
for their excellence in writing. They can take various forms, including essays, poetry, short
stories, and even digital media. Some of the most notable awards include:

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards

The National Scholastic Press Association Awards

The Poetry Out Loud Competition

These awards are designed to encourage young writers, celebrate their achievements, and
provide them with opportunities for recognition and growth.

The Competitive Landscape

Winning a scholastic writing award is not merely a matter of talent; it is also about
navigating a competitive landscape. Here are some factors that contribute to the difficulty
of winning:

1. High Volume of Submissions

One of the primary challenges students face is the sheer number of submissions in these
competitions. Each year, thousands of students submit their work, and judges must sift
through a vast array of pieces. This high volume means that even exceptional work can go
unnoticed.



2. Diverse Judging Criteria

Different awards have different judging criteria, which can vary widely from one
competition to another. Some common criteria include:

Creativity and originality1.

Technical skill and command of language2.

Adherence to the theme or prompt3.

Emotional impact and connection with the reader4.

Understanding and aligning with these criteria is crucial, and failing to do so can
significantly diminish a student’s chances of winning.

3. Subjectivity of Judging

Writing is inherently subjective, and what resonates with one judge may not resonate with
another. This subjectivity can lead to inconsistencies in how pieces are evaluated. A
student may produce a stunning piece of writing that does not align with a judge’s
personal taste, resulting in a missed opportunity.

Skills Required to Compete

To navigate the competitive landscape successfully, students must develop a range of
skills that not only enhance their writing but also prepare them for the challenges of
competition.

1. Mastering the Craft of Writing

Winning a scholastic writing award demands a high level of skill in writing. This includes:

Understanding grammar and syntax

Developing a unique voice and style

Mastering various writing forms (e.g., poetry, fiction, non-fiction)



Students must invest time in honing their craft, which often requires practice, feedback,
and revision.

2. Researching and Selecting Competitions

Not all competitions are created equal. Students should research various awards to find
ones that align with their strengths and interests. Factors to consider include:

The reputation of the award1.

The target audience or demographic2.

The specific requirements and judging criteria3.

The potential for feedback and mentorship opportunities4.

Choosing the right competition can increase a student’s likelihood of success.

3. Receiving and Implementing Feedback

Feedback is a crucial component of the writing process. Students should be open to
constructive criticism from peers, teachers, or mentors. Implementing feedback can lead
to significant improvements in a piece, making it more competitive.

The Emotional Toll of Competition

The process of competing for a scholastic writing award can be emotionally taxing.
Rejection is common, and students must learn to cope with the ups and downs of the
competition.

1. Dealing with Rejection

Rejection is a natural part of any competitive process. Students may face multiple
rejections before finally achieving success or may never win an award despite their best
efforts. It is essential to cultivate resilience and view rejection as an opportunity for
growth rather than a definitive judgment of one’s abilities.



2. Managing Expectations

Students often place immense pressure on themselves to win awards, which can lead to
anxiety and stress. It’s important to set realistic expectations and focus on the personal
growth that comes from the writing process rather than solely on the outcome of
competitions.

Strategies for Success

While winning a scholastic writing award can be challenging, several strategies can
increase a student’s chances of success.

1. Start Early and Revise

One of the most effective strategies is to start writing early and allow ample time for
revision. Good writing often requires multiple drafts. Students should be encouraged to
revisit their work, seeking ways to improve clarity, pacing, and emotional impact.

2. Read Widely and Analytically

Reading a diverse range of literature can expose students to different styles, voices, and
techniques. Analyzing how successful writers craft their work can provide valuable
insights that students can apply to their writing.

3. Engage with Writing Communities

Joining writing groups or participating in workshops can provide students with invaluable
support and feedback. Engaging with a community of writers fosters collaboration and can
lead to new ideas and perspectives that enhance their work.

Conclusion

In conclusion, winning a scholastic writing award is undoubtedly a challenging endeavor.
The combination of fierce competition, subjective judging, and emotional pressures can
make the journey seem insurmountable. However, by developing their writing skills,
understanding the competitive landscape, and employing effective strategies, students can
enhance their chances of success. Ultimately, the experience of writing and participating
in competitions can be just as valuable as any award, as it fosters growth, resilience, and a
lifelong love of writing.



Frequently Asked Questions

What factors contribute to winning a scholastic writing
award?
Factors include originality, creativity, adherence to guidelines, writing quality, and the
ability to engage the reader.

Are there specific genres that are more likely to win
awards?
Yes, some genres like poetry and short stories often have more competitions and can be
more recognized, but it depends on the competition's focus.

How does the competition level affect the chances of
winning?
Higher competition levels can make it harder to win, as there are more talented writers
vying for the same awards.

What common mistakes should writers avoid when
entering competitions?
Common mistakes include not following submission guidelines, poor editing, and failing to
convey a clear theme or message.

Can previous winners provide an advantage in winning
again?
Yes, previous winners may have a better understanding of what judges are looking for, but
each entry must stand on its own merit.

How important is feedback from teachers or mentors
before submitting?
Feedback is crucial; it can help refine ideas, improve writing quality, and ensure that the
work resonates with the intended audience.

Does the length of the piece impact the chances of
winning?
Length can impact chances depending on the contest's rules, but clarity and quality are
usually more important than length.



How can writers find the right competitions to enter?
Writers can research through school resources, writing organizations, and online
platforms that list scholastic competitions.

Is it worth entering multiple competitions at once?
Yes, entering multiple competitions can increase chances of winning, but each submission
should be tailored to fit the specific requirements.

What should a writer do after winning an award?
After winning, a writer should celebrate their achievement, seek further opportunities to
grow, and continue writing to build on their success.
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