how long is the series 7 exam

How long is the Series 7 exam is a common question among aspiring financial professionals. The Series 7
exam, officially known as the General Securities Representative Qualification Examination, is a critical step
for individuals who wish to sell a broad range of securities. This exam is administered by the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) and tests the knowledge and skills essential to being a successful
securities representative. Understanding the duration of the exam, its structure, and how to prepare for it

can significantly impact an individual's performance and readiness.

Overview of the Series 7 Exam

The Series 7 exam is designed to assess a candidate's competency to perform the job of a general securities

representative. It covers a wide array of topics including:

- Types of securities products

- Investment returns

- Regulatory requirements

- Customer accounts and compliance

- Risk management

Passing this exam is a requirement for individuals who wish to engage in the trading of stocks, bonds,

options, mutual funds, and other investment products.

Duration of the Series 7 Exam

The Series 7 exam consists of 125 multiple-choice questions, and candidates are given a total of 225 minutes
(or 3 hours and 45 minutes) to complete it. This time frame allows candidates to read questions carefully,

think critically, and manage their time effectively during the test.

Exam Structure

The structure of the Series 7 exam is as follows:

- Number of Questions: 125
- Total Time: 225 minutes

- Passing Score: 72% or higher



- Question Format: Multiple-choice

- Breaks: Candidates are not allowed to take breaks during the exam.

The exam is administered in a computer-based format at various testing centers across the United States.
Candidates should arrive at the testing center well in advance to complete the necessary check-in

procedures.

Preparation for the Series 7 Exam

Preparing for the Series 7 exam is crucial for success. Candidates are encouraged to begin their study

regimen well in advance of the exam date. Here are some steps to consider in your preparation:

1. Understand the Exam Content

Familiarize yourself with the topics covered in the Series 7 exam. The exam content outline provided by

FINRA breaks down the following key areas:

- Knowledge of Capital Markets (7%): Understanding different types of markets and offerings, including
public offerings and private placements.

- Understanding Products and Their Risks (25%): Knowledge about various investment products including
stocks, bonds, options, and mutual funds, along with their associated risks.

- Understanding Customer Accounts and Prohibited Activities (12%): Comprehension of types of customer
accounts, account opening procedures, and regulatory requirements.

- Overview of the Regulatory Framework (10%): Familiarity with the role of regulatory agencies and the
regulations governing the securities industry.

- Securities Industry Overview (10%): An understanding of the structure of the securities industry and the
roles of various participants.

- Investment Returns (12%): Calculation of returns, including interest, dividends, and capital gains.

- Risk Management (10%): Assessment of risk in investment decisions and strategies for mitigating that

risk.

2. Create a Study Plan

A structured study plan can enhance your preparation process. Consider the following steps:

- Set Realistic Goals: Allocate specific time slots for each topic based on your comfort level with the material.
- Use Quality Study Materials: Invest in reputable study guides, online courses, and practice exams. Some

well-known providers include Kaplan, STC, and Wiley.



- Practice Tests: Regularly take practice tests to gauge your understanding and build your test-taking

stamina.

3. Join Study Groups or Classes

Engaging with peers can be beneficial. Consider joining a study group or enrolling in a review class. This

collaborative environment encourages discussion of complex topics and allows for the sharing of resources.

Test Day: What to Expect

The day of the exam can be stressful, but knowing what to expect can alleviate some of that anxiety.

1. Arrival at the Testing Center

- Check-in: Arrive at least 30 minutes early. You will need to present valid identification and complete
check-in procedures.
- Personal Items: Most testing centers prohibit personal items, so it's advisable to leave everything except

what is necessary for the exam.

2. During the Exam

- Timing: Keep track of time, but don’t rush. Take your time to read each question carefully.
- Question Strategies: If unsure about a question, consider eliminating clearly wrong answers to improve

your chances of guessing correctly.

3. Post-Exam Process

Once you complete the exam, you will receive a preliminary score report. However, the official results
will be available within a few days. If you pass, you will receive your Series 7 license, enabling you to

work as a general securities representative.



Final Thoughts

In conclusion, the Series 7 exam is a significant milestone for those entering the financial services industry.
With a duration of 225 minutes to complete 125 questions, candidates must be well-prepared to ensure
success. By understanding the exam structure, creating a strategic study plan, and knowing what to expect
on exam day, candidates can enhance their chances of passing this important qualification exam. The time
and effort invested in preparing for the Series 7 exam can pave the way for a successful career in the world

of finance.

Frequently Asked Questions

How long is the Series 7 exam?

The Series 7 exam is 225 minutes long.

What is the format of the Series 7 exam?

The Series 7 exam consists of 125 multiple-choice questions.

Is there a break during the Series 7 exam?

Yes, candidates are allowed a 15-minute break during the Series 7 exam.

What is the passing score for the Series 7 exam?

The passing score for the Series 7 exam is 72% or higher.

Can you take the Series 7 exam online?

Yes, the Series 7 exam can be taken at designated testing centers and is also offered in a remote proctoring

format.

How many questions are scored on the Series 7 exam?

Out of the 125 questions in the Series 7 exam, 100 are scored, while 25 are unscored pretest questions.

‘What topics are covered in the Series 7 exam?

The Series 7 exam covers topics such as equity and debt instruments, options, investment returns, and

regulatory requirements.
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