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How many multiple choice questions are on the APUSH exam? The Advanced Placement United States
History (APUSH) exam is a rigorous test that evaluates students' understanding of American history,
from pre-Columbian times to contemporary events. As one of the most popular AP exams, it not only
assesses knowledge but also helps students earn college credit. One crucial component of this exam
is the multiple choice section. In this article, we will explore how many multiple choice questions are on

the APUSH exam, what to expect in this section, and strategies for success.

Overview of the APUSH Exam Structure

The APUSH exam is divided into two main sections: multiple choice and free-response questions.

Understanding the structure of these sections is essential for effective preparation.

Section I: Multiple Choice Questions

The multiple choice section consists of 55 questions, which are designed to assess students’
knowledge and understanding of U.S. history. These questions typically cover a wide range of topics,

including:

- Early American societies

- Colonial America

- Revolutionary War

- Civil War and Reconstruction

- Industrialization and the Gilded Age



- Civil Rights Movement

- Contemporary America

Students are given 55 minutes to complete this section, and it accounts for 40% of the total score on

the APUSH exam. The questions are formatted as follows:

- Single Correct Answer: Students must choose one correct answer from a list of four options.
- Question Formats: Questions may include various formats, such as direct questions, statements

requiring interpretation, and graphical representations (such as maps or charts).

Section Il: Free-Response Questions

The second section of the APUSH exam contains three free-response questions, which include:

1. Document-Based Question (DBQ): Students analyze and interpret historical documents to respond
to a specific prompt.

2. Long Essay Question (LEQ): Students write an essay based on a given prompt, demonstrating their
understanding and analytical skills.

3. Short Answer Questions (SAQ): Students provide brief responses to specific questions, often

requiring them to make connections or analyze historical events.

This section has a time allocation of 1 hour and 40 minutes and accounts for 60% of the total score.

Understanding the Multiple Choice Format

The multiple choice section is designed to test not only factual recall but also the ability to analyze and

interpret historical information. Here’s a breakdown of what students can expect:



Types of Questions

The multiple choice questions can be categorized into several types:

- Factual Questions: These questions require students to recall specific facts, dates, or events.

- Interpretive Questions: Students must analyze historical sources or interpretations and how they
relate to broader themes in U.S. history.

- Comparative Questions: These questions may ask students to compare two historical events, figures,

or concepts, requiring a deeper understanding of their significance.

Scoring and Weighting

As mentioned earlier, the multiple choice section is weighted at 40% of the overall score. Each
question is worth one point, and there is no penalty for guessing. This means that students should aim

to answer every question, even if they are unsure of the correct answer.

Preparation Strategies for the Multiple Choice Section

Success on the multiple choice section of the APUSH exam requires effective preparation. Here are

some strategies to help students excel:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Exam Format

Understanding the structure and types of questions on the exam is crucial. Students should:

- Review sample questions available on the College Board website.

- Take practice exams to become comfortable with the timing and format.



2. Build a Strong Knowledge Base

A comprehensive understanding of U.S. history is essential for success. Students should:

- Create a timeline of significant events and eras in American history.

- Utilize textbooks, reputable online resources, and study guides to deepen their knowledge.

3. Practice Active Learning Techniques

Active learning helps reinforce historical concepts and facts. Students can:
- Engage in group study sessions to discuss key topics.

- Use flashcards to memorize important dates, figures, and events.

- Teach concepts to others to reinforce their understanding.

4. Take Practice Tests

Regular practice with sample questions can help students improve their test-taking skills. Students

should:

- Complete full-length practice exams under timed conditions.

- Analyze their performance to identify areas that need improvement.

5. Develop Test-Taking Strategies

Effective test-taking strategies can improve performance on the multiple choice section. Students

should:



- Read questions carefully and underline key terms.
- Eliminate obviously incorrect answers to improve the odds of guessing correctly.

- Manage time effectively by pacing themselves throughout the exam.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the APUSH exam includes 55 multiple choice questions that assess students'
understanding of U.S. history. This section is a significant component of the exam, accounting for 40%
of the total score. By familiarizing themselves with the exam format, building a strong knowledge base,
and employing effective study and test-taking strategies, students can enhance their chances of
success on the APUSH exam. With diligent preparation and a solid grasp of historical concepts,
students can approach the multiple choice section with confidence, ultimately leading to a successful

performance on this challenging exam.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many multiple choice questions are on the APUSH exam?

There are 55 multiple choice questions on the AP U.S. History exam.

What percentage of the APUSH exam score do the multiple choice
questions account for?

The multiple choice questions account for 40% of the total score on the APUSH exam.

Are the multiple choice questions on the APUSH exam divided by



historical periods?

Yes, the multiple choice questions are typically distributed across the nine historical periods covered in

the course.

Do the multiple choice questions on the APUSH exam include
stimulus-based questions?

Yes, some of the multiple choice questions are stimulus-based, requiring students to analyze specific

documents or images.

How are multiple choice questions scored on the APUSH exam®?

Each correct answer on the multiple choice section earns one point, and there is no penalty for
incorrect answers.

Can students skip multiple choice questions on the APUSH exam?
Yes, students can skip questions and return to them later, as the multiple choice section is not timed

individually.

Is the format of multiple choice questions on the APUSH exam similar
to other AP exams?

Yes, the format of multiple choice questions on the APUSH exam is similar to that of other AP exams,

typically featuring four answer choices.

How much time is allotted for the multiple choice section of the

APUSH exam?

Students have 55 minutes to complete the multiple choice section of the APUSH exam.



Are the multiple choice questions on the APUSH exam fact-based or
interpretive?
The multiple choice questions on the APUSH exam are a mix of fact-based and interpretive questions

that test students' understanding of historical themes.

Can students practice multiple choice questions for the APUSH exam?

Yes, there are many resources available, including past exam questions and review books, for

students to practice multiple choice questions for the APUSH exam.
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