
how many questions are on the bcba exam

How many questions are on the BCBA exam? The Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) exam is a crucial
step for individuals seeking to establish their credentials in the field of behavior analysis. Understanding the
structure and content of the exam is essential for aspiring behavior analysts. In this article, we will delve
into the specifics of the BCBA exam, including the number of questions, test format, preparation strategies, and
more.

Understanding the BCBA Exam Structure

The BCBA exam is designed to assess the knowledge and skills of candidates who wish to work as behavior
analysts. The exam covers a range of topics related to behavior analysis, including foundational knowledge,
ethical considerations, and applied behavior analysis techniques.

Number of Questions on the BCBA Exam

The BCBA exam consists of a total of 170 questions. Out of these, 150 questions are scored, while the
remaining 20 questions are considered unscored pretest questions. These pretest questions are included to
gather data for future exams and are not counted towards the candidate's final score.

Exam Format

The BCBA exam is administered in a computer-based format, allowing candidates to take the test at designated
testing centers. The exam is structured as follows:

- Question Type: The questions are multiple-choice, making it essential for candidates to choose the best
answer from the provided options.
- Time Limit: Candidates are given a total of 4 hours to complete the exam, which requires effective time
management during the test.
- Content Areas: The exam covers various content areas, including:
- Behavior analysis concepts
- Measurement and assessment
- Experimental design
- Ethical considerations
- Intervention and implementation strategies

Preparation for the BCBA Exam

Preparing for the BCBA exam requires a comprehensive understanding of the exam content and effective study
strategies. Here are some tips to help candidates prepare:

1. Review the BACB Task List

The Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB) provides a detailed Task List outlining the essential
knowledge and skills required for the BCBA credential. Familiarizing yourself with this Task List is crucial as
it serves as the foundation for the exam content.



2. Utilize Study Materials

There are numerous study materials available to help candidates prepare for the BCBA exam. Some effective
resources include:

- Textbooks: Key textbooks in behavior analysis can provide in-depth knowledge and understanding of various
concepts.
- Online Courses: Many organizations offer online training courses specifically tailored for BCBA exam
preparation.
- Practice Exams: Taking practice exams can help candidates become familiar with the question format and timing
constraints.

3. Join Study Groups

Collaborating with peers can enhance your preparation. Joining a study group allows candidates to discuss
challenging concepts, share resources, and provide mutual support.

4. Schedule Regular Study Sessions

Establishing a consistent study schedule is vital for effective preparation. Allocate specific times each week
for study sessions, focusing on different content areas to ensure comprehensive coverage.

Additional Considerations

While the number of questions on the BCBA exam is a key aspect, there are other important factors candidates
should consider as they prepare for the test.

Understanding Scoring

- Scored vs. Unscored Questions: As mentioned earlier, only 150 out of 170 questions are scored. Candidates
will not know which questions are unscored during the exam, so it is essential to approach each question with
equal seriousness.
- Passing Score: The passing scaled score for the BCBA exam is determined by the BACB and may vary from one
administration of the exam to another. Candidates should aim to answer as many questions correctly as
possible to meet or exceed the passing threshold.

Test-Taking Strategies

To optimize performance during the exam, candidates should consider the following strategies:

- Read Questions Carefully: Take the time to read each question and all answer choices before making a
selection.
- Eliminate Obvious Incorrect Answers: Narrow down the options by eliminating answers that are clearly
incorrect, increasing the likelihood of choosing the correct one.
- Manage Time Wisely: Monitor the time spent on each question to ensure that you can complete the entire exam
within the allotted 4 hours.



Conclusion

In summary, the BCBA exam consists of 170 questions, with 150 scored and 20 unscored. Understanding the
exam structure, utilizing effective study strategies, and implementing test-taking techniques are all crucial
components of successful preparation. By being well-informed and thoroughly prepared, aspiring behavior
analysts can approach the BCBA exam with confidence and increase their chances of achieving certification.
Remember, thorough preparation not only enhances your knowledge but also helps in building the skills
necessary for a successful career in behavior analysis.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many questions are on the BCBA exam?

The BCBA exam consists of 170 questions.

Are all questions scored on the BCBA exam?

No, only 160 of the 170 questions are scored; the remaining 10 questions are pre-test items.

What type of questions are included in the BCBA exam?

The exam includes multiple-choice questions that assess knowledge and application of behavior analysis
concepts.

Is there a time limit for completing the BCBA exam?

Yes, candidates have 4 hours to complete the BCBA exam.

What is the passing score for the BCBA exam?

The passing scaled score for the BCBA exam is 420 out of a possible 600.

Can I review the questions I answered on the BCBA exam?

No, once you submit the exam, you cannot review the questions or your answers.

How often is the BCBA exam updated or revised?

The BCBA exam is reviewed and updated periodically to ensure it reflects current practices in behavior
analysis.
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