
how many times did jfk jr take the bar exam
How many times did JFK Jr. take the bar exam? This question often arises when discussing the life and
legacy of John F. Kennedy Jr. As the son of the former U.S. President John F. Kennedy, JFK Jr. was not
only a public figure due to his lineage but also carved out his own identity as a lawyer, journalist, and
pilot. His journey towards becoming a licensed attorney was not without its challenges, particularly
when it came to the bar exam.

JFK Jr.'s Educational Background

JFK Jr. had a distinguished academic career that laid the foundation for his pursuit of a legal career.

Undergraduate Education

- Harvard University: JFK Jr. attended Harvard, where he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
1983. His time at Harvard was notable; he was involved in various extracurricular activities, including
the Harvard Crimson newspaper. His experiences at Harvard not only enriched his intellect but also
honed his skills in writing and public speaking.

Law School Journey

- Columbia Law School: After Harvard, JFK Jr. enrolled at Columbia Law School in New York City. He
transferred to Columbia after briefly attending the University of Chicago Law School. At Columbia, he
was known to be a spirited student, actively participating in class discussions and engaging with his
peers.

- Graduation: JFK Jr. graduated from Columbia with a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree in 1989. His academic
achievements were a source of pride for his family and indicated his commitment to a career in law.

The Bar Exam: An Overview

The bar exam is a critical hurdle for law graduates in the United States, serving as a qualifying test for
those who wish to practice law. Each state administers its own exam, which typically consists of
multiple components, including:

1. Multiple-choice questions: Covering various areas of law.
2. Essay questions: Requiring candidates to apply legal principles to hypothetical scenarios.
3. Performance tests: Assessing practical skills by presenting candidates with real-world legal tasks.



The Importance of the Bar Exam

Passing the bar exam is a rite of passage for aspiring lawyers. It not only tests legal knowledge but
also the ability to think critically and apply the law effectively. For JFK Jr., the bar exam represented a
crucial step in his legal career, but the path was not smooth.

JFK Jr.'s Experience with the Bar Exam

JFK Jr.'s relationship with the bar exam was marked by challenges that ultimately shaped his legal
career and public persona.

First Attempt

- Location: JFK Jr. took the New York State Bar Exam for the first time in July 1990.
- Outcome: Unfortunately, he did not pass the exam on his first attempt. This was a significant
moment in his life, as it was the first major professional setback he had encountered.

Second Attempt

- Preparation: After his initial failure, JFK Jr. dedicated considerable time and energy to prepare for a
second attempt. He sought help from tutors and engaged in intensive study sessions.
- Second Attempt: He retook the New York Bar Exam in February 1991, but once again, he did not
pass. This second failure was particularly challenging for him, given the public scrutiny surrounding
his efforts.

Final Attempt

- Persistence: JFK Jr. was determined to succeed. He continued to study diligently and sought advice
from legal professionals who had successfully navigated the exam.
- Third Attempt: In July 1991, he took the bar exam for the third time. This time, his hard work paid
off. He successfully passed the New York State Bar Exam, earning his license to practice law.

After the Bar Exam: Career Development

After passing the bar exam, JFK Jr. embarked on a multifaceted career that reflected his diverse
interests and talents.



Legal Career

- Law Firm: Shortly after passing the bar, JFK Jr. began working at the prestigious law firm of
O’Melveny & Myers in New York City. His legal career focused primarily on litigation, where he honed
his skills and gained experience in the legal field.

Public Interest and Advocacy

- Public Service: JFK Jr. was deeply committed to public service and often sought to use his legal skills
to benefit others. He became involved in various charitable organizations and initiatives, emphasizing
the importance of making a positive impact on society.

Journalism and Media Career

- George Magazine: JFK Jr. launched George Magazine in 1995, which combined politics and pop
culture. His experience as a lawyer helped him navigate the complex world of politics, and the
magazine became known for its unique take on political issues.

- Contributions: JFK Jr. wrote articles and conducted interviews, demonstrating his passion for
journalism and commitment to engaging with current events. His work in the media allowed him to
reach a broader audience and build a distinct public persona.

Legacy and Reflection

JFK Jr.'s journey through the bar exam serves as a testament to his resilience and determination.
Despite facing setbacks, he never gave up on his dream of becoming a lawyer. His experiences
resonate with many who have faced challenges in their own careers, emphasizing the importance of
perseverance.

Impact on Future Generations

- Inspiration: JFK Jr.’s story continues to inspire aspiring lawyers and individuals in various fields. His
ability to overcome obstacles and ultimately achieve his goal serves as a reminder that perseverance
is key to success.

- Cultural Icon: Beyond his legal achievements, JFK Jr. remains a cultural icon, representing the
complexities of legacy, public service, and personal ambition. His life has been the subject of
numerous books, documentaries, and media portrayals, reflecting the lasting impact he has had on
American society.



Conclusion

In summary, how many times did JFK Jr. take the bar exam? He took the bar exam three times before
successfully passing it on his third attempt in July 1991. His experience exemplifies the challenges
many individuals face in their pursuit of professional goals, highlighting the importance of resilience
and dedication. JFK Jr.’s legacy extends far beyond law; he is remembered as a multifaceted individual
who navigated the complexities of life with grace and determination.

Frequently Asked Questions

How many times did JFK Jr. take the bar exam?
JFK Jr. took the bar exam twice.

Why did JFK Jr. take the bar exam more than once?
He initially failed the bar exam in New York on his first attempt and retook it successfully the following
year.

What year did JFK Jr. first take the bar exam?
JFK Jr. first took the bar exam in July 1990.

When did JFK Jr. pass the bar exam?
He passed the bar exam in 1991 after retaking it.

In which state did JFK Jr. take the bar exam?
JFK Jr. took the bar exam in New York.

What was JFK Jr.'s profession after passing the bar exam?
After passing the bar exam, JFK Jr. worked as an attorney and also founded the magazine 'George'.

Did JFK Jr. pursue a legal career after passing the bar exam?
Yes, he worked briefly as a lawyer but ultimately shifted his focus to journalism and publishing.
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