how to apply for aanp fnp exam

How to apply for the AANP FNP exam is a question many aspiring Family Nurse Practitioners
(FNPs) ask as they near the completion of their graduate education. The American Association of
Nurse Practitioners (AANP) administers the FNP certification exam, which is essential for those
seeking to practice as nurse practitioners in family health. This article provides a comprehensive
guide on the steps involved in applying for the AANP FNP exam, ensuring that you have all the
information you need for a successful application.

Understanding the AANP FNP Exam

Before diving into the application process, it is crucial to understand what the AANP FNP exam
entails. The exam is designed to assess your knowledge and skills in providing family-focused
healthcare. Here are some key points to consider:

e The exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions, with 135 scored items and 15 unscored
pretest questions.
e The exam duration is 3 hours.

e Topics covered include health promotion, disease prevention, and management of acute and
chronic illnesses.

e The passing scaled score is 500, with a range from 200 to 800.

Eligibility Requirements

To ensure that you are eligible to apply for the AANP FNP exam, you must meet specific criteria
outlined by the AANP. These requirements include:

1. Educational Background: You must have completed a master’s, post-master’s, or DNP in
nursing with a focus on family practice.

2. Accreditation: Your program must be accredited by an organization recognized by the U.S.
Department of Education, such as the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE) or

the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN).

3. Clinical Hours: You should have completed a minimum of 500 supervised clinical hours in
your FNP program.

4. Current RN License: You must hold an active, unencumbered registered nurse license in the



state where you plan to take the exam.

Steps to Apply for the AANP FNP Exam

Now that you understand the exam and its eligibility requirements, let’s go through the steps to
apply for the AANP FNP exam.

Step 1: Create an AANP Account

The first step in the application process is to create an account on the AANP website. Follow these
instructions:

1. Visit the AANP official website.

2. Click on the “Certification” section.

3. Select “AANP FNP Certification.”

4. Click on “Apply Now” to be redirected to the application portal.

5. Follow the prompts to create your account using your email and a secure password.

Step 2: Complete the Application

Once your account is set up, you can begin filling out the application form for the AANP FNP exam.
Here’s what you will need to do:

1. Log into your AANP account.

2. Select “Certification Application” from the dashboard.

3. Fill in all required fields, including:

- Personal information (name, contact details, etc.)

- Educational history (schools attended, degrees earned)

- Clinical experience (details of your supervised clinical hours)

4. Review the application to ensure all information is accurate and complete.

Step 3: Submit Required Documentation

Along with your application, you will need to provide specific documentation to validate your
eligibility. This may include:

e Official transcripts from your nursing program, showing completion of the required
coursework.

e A copy of your current RN license.



¢ Proof of clinical hours, which can typically be documented by your program director or
designated faculty.

Make sure to check the AANP website for any additional documents that may be required based on
your educational background.

Step 4: Pay the Application Fee

After submitting your application and required documents, you will need to pay the application fee.
The fee structure is as follows:

- AANP Members: $75
- Non-Members: $90

Payment can be made using a credit or debit card directly through the AANP portal. Ensure that
your payment is processed successfully, as your application will not be reviewed until the fee is paid.

Step 5: Wait for Approval

After submitting your application and payment, you will receive confirmation from AANP regarding
the status of your application. This process usually takes a few weeks. During this time, the AANP
will review your application and documentation to ensure you meet all eligibility requirements.

You can check the status of your application by logging into your AANP account.

Step 6: Schedule Your Exam

Once your application is approved, you will receive an authorization to test (ATT) email. This email
will contain important information about scheduling your exam. Follow these steps:

1. Review the ATT email: It will include details such as your eligibility period for taking the exam.
2. Visit the Pearson VUE website: AANP partners with Pearson VUE for exam administration.

3. Schedule your exam date: Choose a convenient date and location for your exam. Ensure that you
book your slot early, as popular exam dates may fill up quickly.

Step 7: Prepare for the Exam

Preparation is key to passing the AANP FNP exam. Here are some study tips:

e Review the AANP FNP Exam Content Outline available on the AANP website.



e Utilize study guides and practice exams to familiarize yourself with the exam format.
e Join study groups or online forums to connect with other candidates.

e Consider enrolling in review courses offered by various nursing organizations.

Step 8: Take the Exam

On the day of your exam, make sure you arrive at the testing center early. Bring the following items:

- A valid photo ID (driver’s license, passport, etc.)
- Your ATT letter
- Any required materials specified by Pearson VUE.

Once you complete the exam, you'll receive your unofficial score report immediately. The official
scores will be sent to you via email within a few days.

Conclusion

Applying for the AANP FNP exam is a crucial step in your journey to becoming a certified Family
Nurse Practitioner. By understanding the eligibility requirements and following the application
process outlined in this guide, you can navigate the application process with confidence. Remember
to prepare thoroughly for the exam to ensure your success. Good luck on your journey to becoming
an FNP!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the eligibility requirements to apply for the AANP
FNP exam?

To be eligible for the AANP FNP exam, candidates must have completed a graduate-level nurse
practitioner program that is accredited and includes coursework in advanced physical assessment,
advanced pharmacology, and advanced pathophysiology.

How do I register for the AANP FNP exam?

To register for the AANP FNP exam, visit the AANP website, create an account, and complete the
online application form. You will need to provide your educational background and pay the exam fee.

What is the application fee for the AANP FNP exam?
As of October 2023, the application fee for the AANP FNP exam is $300 for members and $375 for



non-members. It's advisable to check the AANP website for the most current fees.

What documents do I need to submit with my application?

You typically need to submit proof of your nurse practitioner program graduation, a copy of your
current RN license, and any other documents specified in the application instructions. Always check
the AANP website for specific requirements.

How long does it take to process my application for the AANP
FNP exam?

Application processing times can vary, but it generally takes about 2-4 weeks for your application to
be reviewed and approved. Make sure to apply well in advance of your desired exam date.

Can I reschedule my AANP FNP exam date after I have
registered?

Yes, you can reschedule your AANP FNP exam date, but there may be fees associated with
rescheduling. You must do so at least 48 hours before your scheduled exam time.

What happens if my application for the AANP FNP exam is
denied?

If your application is denied, AANP will provide reasons for the denial. You may have the opportunity
to address the issues and reapply for the exam at a later date.

Is there a time limit to take the AANP FNP exam once my
application is approved?

Yes, once your application is approved, you typically have a window of 90 days to schedule and take
your AANP FNP exam. Make sure to check the specific details on the AANP website.

What resources are available to help me prepare for the AANP
FNP exam?

AANP offers various resources, including study guides, practice exams, and review courses.
Additionally, consider joining study groups or using online forums for peer support.
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