how to apply for cpc exam

how to apply for cpc exam is a crucial step for aspiring Certified Professional Coder (CPC) candidates
seeking to enhance their careers in medical coding. This comprehensive guide will walk you through
the entire application process, from eligibility requirements to examination details, ensuring you are
well-prepared to take the next steps toward your certification. Understanding how to navigate the
application process can significantly impact your chances of success, and this article will provide you
with the necessary insights and information. We will cover the various prerequisites, the application

procedures, tips for exam preparation, and what to expect on the exam day.

In this article, you will learn about:

¢ Eligibility Requirements

¢ Application Process

e Exam Preparation Tips

¢ What to Expect on Exam Day

* Frequently Asked Questions

Eligibility Requirements

Before you embark on the journey of applying for the CPC exam, it is essential to understand the

eligibility requirements set by the American Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC). These



requirements are designed to ensure that candidates have the foundational knowledge and skills

necessary for success in the field of medical coding.

Educational Background

To qualify for the CPC exam, candidates generally need to have a high school diploma or equivalent.
While a formal education in medical coding or a related field is not mandatory, completing a coding
program can significantly enhance your understanding of the necessary concepts and practices. AAPC
offers various educational resources, including online courses and workshops, which can help you

prepare effectively.

Professional Experience

Although professional experience is not a strict requirement, it is highly recommended that candidates
have some background in medical coding or healthcare. Practical experience can include internships,
volunteer work, or any role that exposes you to medical terminology, healthcare procedures, and
coding practices. This experience will not only support your understanding but also boost your

confidence when taking the exam.

Application Process

Once you confirm your eligibility for the CPC exam, you can proceed with the application process.

Here are the detailed steps to follow:



Step 1: Create an AAPC Account

The first step in the application process is to create an account on the AAPC website. This account will
serve as your gateway to registration, access to study materials, and ongoing professional
development. You will need to provide personal information, including your name, contact details, and

educational background.

Step 2: Complete the Application Form

After creating your account, navigate to the CPC exam application section. Fill out the application form
with accurate information, ensuring that all required fields are completed. You will be asked to provide

proof of eligibility, such as transcripts or certificates from coding programs if applicable.

Step 3: Pay the Examination Fee

The next step is to pay the examination fee. As of now, the fee for taking the CPC exam is typically
around $399 for AAPC members and $499 for non-members. Payment can be made online through
various methods, including credit cards. Keep in mind that fees are subject to change, so it is

advisable to check the AAPC website for the most current information.

Step 4: Schedule Your Exam

Once your application is approved and your payment is processed, you will receive instructions on how
to schedule your exam. The CPC exam is offered in various locations and can also be taken online.

You will have the flexibility to choose a date and location that works best for you.



Exam Preparation Tips

Proper preparation is critical for success on the CPC exam. Here are some effective strategies to help

you study and prepare:

Utilize AAPC Study Resources

AAPC offers a variety of study materials, including textbooks, online courses, and practice exams.
These resources are specifically designed to align with the CPC exam content and can provide you

with a comprehensive understanding of coding guidelines and practices.

Join a Study Group

Joining a study group with fellow candidates can enhance your learning experience. Collaborative
study allows you to share knowledge, discuss challenging topics, and gain different perspectives on

coding scenarios. This social aspect can also help keep you motivated.

Practice with Mock Exams

Taking practice exams is a highly effective way to prepare for the CPC exam. Mock exams simulate
the actual test environment and help you become familiar with the format and timing. Focus on areas
where you struggle, and review the explanations for any incorrect answers to improve your

understanding.



What to Expect on Exam Day

Understanding what to expect on the day of the CPC exam can alleviate anxiety and help you perform

your best. Here are some key points to consider:

Exam Format and Duration

The CPC exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions, which you must complete within a
designated time frame of five hours and 40 minutes. The questions cover a range of topics, including

medical terminology, coding guidelines, and compliance.

Item Selection and Scoring

The exam questions are randomly selected from a pool, and the scoring is based on the number of
correct answers. To pass the exam, candidates typically need to achieve a score of at least 70%.
Understanding the scoring system can help you focus your study efforts on areas that carry more

weight.

What to Bring

On exam day, be sure to bring a valid photo ID, your AAPC membership card (if applicable), and any
approved materials, such as coding books or guidelines. Familiarize yourself with the exam center

rules regarding what you can and cannot bring.



Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is the CPC exam passing score?

A: The passing score for the CPC exam is typically 70%. You must answer at least 105 out of 150

questions correctly to pass.

Q: How often is the CPC exam offered?

A: The CPC exam is offered multiple times throughout the year at various locations. You can check

the AAPC website for specific dates and locations.

Q: Can | take the CPC exam online?

A: Yes, the CPC exam can be taken online through remote proctoring, allowing you to take the exam

from the comfort of your home or office.

Q: What materials should | bring to the exam?

A: You should bring a valid photo ID, your AAPC membership card (if applicable), and any allowed

coding books or study materials as specified by AAPC.

Q: How long is the CPC certification valid?

A: The CPC certification is valid for two years. To maintain your certification, you must complete 36

continuing education units (CEUs) during that period.



Q: Are there any prerequisites to take the CPC exam?

A: While there are no strict prerequisites, it is recommended that candidates have a high school

diploma and some background in medical coding or healthcare.

Q: What topics are covered on the CPC exam?

A: The CPC exam covers various topics, including medical terminology, coding guidelines, anatomy,

and compliance, as well as specific coding systems like ICD-10, CPT, and HCPCS Level Il.

Q: How can | prepare for the CPC exam?

A: Effective preparation includes utilizing AAPC study resources, joining study groups, and practicing

with mock exams to familiarize yourself with the exam format and content.

Q: What happens if | fail the CPC exam?

A: If you fail the CPC exam, you can retake it after a waiting period. AAPC provides guidelines on

reapplication and fees for retaking the exam.

By following these outlined steps and tips, you can confidently navigate the process of applying for the

CPC exam and set yourself up for success in your medical coding career.
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