how to become a military historian

how to become a military historian is a pursuit that combines a passion for history with
a keen interest in military affairs. Military historians study various aspects of warfare,
including strategies, battles, and the impact of military events on society and culture. This
article will guide you through the essential steps to become a military historian, from
obtaining the right education to gaining relevant experience and developing a specialized
skill set. By understanding the path to this fascinating career, you will be better equipped
to navigate your journey in military history.
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Understanding Military History

Military history is a field that explores the history of armed conflict, its causes, conduct,
consequences, and cultural significance. It encompasses not only the study of battles and
campaigns but also the examination of the political, social, and economic factors that
influence warfare. To become a military historian, it is essential to understand the
different aspects of military history, such as:

e The evolution of warfare tactics and strategies
e The impact of technology on military operations
e Societal responses to war

e The role of military institutions and personnel

e International relations and conflicts



Familiarizing yourself with these topics will provide a solid foundation for your studies and
future research. Additionally, reading seminal works in military history will help you grasp
the breadth and depth of the field, allowing you to identify areas of interest for further
exploration.

Educational Pathways

To become a military historian, pursuing a formal education in history or a related field is
crucial. Most military historians hold at least a bachelor's degree, with many advancing to
master's or doctoral programs. Here are the key educational steps:

1. Obtain a Bachelor’s Degree

A bachelor’s degree in history, political science, or international relations is a solid
starting point. During your undergraduate studies, focus on courses that emphasize
military history, world history, and historiography. Engage in classes that develop your
analytical and writing skills, as these are crucial for historical research.

2. Pursue Advanced Degrees

Many military historians hold advanced degrees. A master’s or doctoral degree allows for
deeper specialization in military history. Graduate programs provide opportunities to
conduct original research and contribute to the field. While pursuing these degrees,
consider focusing on specific conflicts, regions, or themes within military history.

3. Engage in Specialized Training

Some institutions offer specialized training programs or certifications in military history or
defense studies. These programs can enhance your qualifications and provide networking
opportunities within the field.

Gaining Relevant Experience

Experience is vital for aspiring military historians. Engaging in practical experiences can
deepen your understanding and enhance your resume. Here are some avenues to
consider:

1. Internships and Volunteer Work

Seek internships at museums, historical societies, or educational institutions. Volunteering
at military heritage sites or historical reenactments can also provide hands-on experience
and networking opportunities.



2. Research Assistant Positions

Working as a research assistant for professors or established historians can provide
invaluable experience. This role will help you learn research methodologies and gain
insights into the publication process.

3. Writing and Publishing

Start writing articles or papers on military history topics. Consider submitting your work
to academic journals, history blogs, or publications focused on military affairs. Building a
portfolio of published work can enhance your credibility as a historian.

Developing Research Skills

Research skills are paramount for a military historian. The ability to analyze primary and
secondary sources critically will set you apart in the field. Here’s how to develop these
skills:

1. Mastering Historical Research Methodologies

Understand different research methodologies, such as qualitative and quantitative
analysis. Familiarize yourself with archival research, oral history techniques, and the use
of digital resources for historical data.

2. Engaging with Primary Sources

Learning to interpret primary sources, such as military documents, personal letters, and
official reports, is essential. These sources provide firsthand accounts and insights into
military events and decisions.

3. Utilizing Technology

Incorporate technology into your research. Familiarize yourself with digital archives,
databases, and software that facilitate data analysis and visualization. Staying updated on
technological advancements can enhance your research capabilities.

Networking and Professional Development

Networking is crucial for career advancement in military history. Building professional
relationships can open doors to job opportunities, collaborations, and mentorship.
Consider the following strategies:



1. Joining Professional Organizations

Become a member of organizations such as the Society for Military History or the
American Historical Association. These groups offer resources, conferences, and
networking opportunities that can be invaluable for emerging historians.

2. Attending Conferences and Workshops

Participate in academic conferences and workshops focused on military history. These
events provide opportunities to present your research, engage with established historians,
and learn about the latest developments in the field.

3. Seeking Mentorship

Finding a mentor in the field can provide guidance and support as you navigate your
career. Mentors can offer insights into career paths, research opportunities, and
professional development strategies.

Seeking Employment Opportunities

After developing the necessary skills and experience, it is time to seek employment in
military history. Potential career paths include:

1. Academic Positions

Many military historians work in academia as professors or lecturers. These roles often
involve teaching, conducting research, and publishing scholarly articles.

2. Positions in Museums and Archives

Museums and historical archives often seek historians to curate exhibits, manage
collections, and conduct research. These positions allow historians to share military
history with the public and engage in educational initiatives.

3. Government and Military Roles

Some military historians work in government agencies or military institutions, providing
expertise on military history and policy. These roles can involve research, analysis, and
advising on military affairs.



Conclusion

Becoming a military historian is a rewarding journey that requires a combination of
education, experience, and dedicated research skills. By following the outlined pathways,
engaging with the community, and seeking opportunities for professional growth, you can
carve out a successful career in this fascinating field. As you embark on this path,
remember that military history is not merely a study of battles; it is a rich tapestry of
human experience shaped by conflict, strategy, and consequence.

Q: What educational background do I need to become a
military historian?

A: To become a military historian, you typically need a bachelor's degree in history,
political science, or a related field. Many pursue advanced degrees such as a master's or
Ph.D. in history with a focus on military studies.

Q: Are there specific skills required for military
historians?

A: Yes, military historians should possess strong research, writing, and analytical skills.
Proficiency in interpreting primary sources and familiarity with historical research
methodologies are also essential.

Q: How important is networking in the field of military
history?

A: Networking is crucial for career advancement in military history. Building relationships
with professionals in the field can lead to job opportunities, collaborations, and
mentorship.

Q: What career opportunities are available for military
historians?

A: Military historians can pursue careers in academia, museums, archives, government
agencies, and military institutions. Positions may include research roles, curators,
educators, and policy advisors.

Q: Can I focus on a specific conflict or time period as a
military historian?

A: Absolutely. Many military historians specialize in particular conflicts, regions, or
themes, allowing them to develop expertise in their chosen area.



Q: Is it necessary to publish research to succeed as a
military historian?

A: While not mandatory, publishing research enhances credibility and visibility in the field.
It demonstrates expertise and contributes to the broader discourse in military history.

Q: What role do internships play in becoming a military
historian?

A: Internships provide practical experience, networking opportunities, and exposure to the
field. They can enhance your resume and help you develop essential skills.

Q: Are there online resources available for military
history research?

A: Yes, many digital archives, databases, and online repositories provide access to primary
sources and academic research in military history. Utilizing these resources is beneficial
for historians.

Q: How can I improve my writing skills for historical
research?

A: Improving writing skills can be achieved through practice, feedback, and studying
effective writing techniques. Consider taking writing courses or workshops focused on
academic and historical writing.

Q: What are the benefits of joining professional
organizations in military history?

A: Joining professional organizations offers access to resources, networking opportunities,
conferences, and workshops. These groups can significantly enhance your professional
development and connections in the field.
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