
how to clean ugg boots
How to Clean Ugg Boots: A Comprehensive Guide to Restoring Your Sheepskin Footwear

how to clean ugg boots doesn't have to be a daunting task. These beloved sheepskin boots, known
for their unparalleled comfort and warmth, can unfortunately attract dirt, stains, and even water
marks. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the essential steps to effectively clean and
care for your Uggs, ensuring they remain looking and feeling their best for years to come. We will
cover everything from initial preparation and the cleaning process itself to drying techniques and
preventative measures, empowering you with the knowledge to tackle common issues like mud, salt
stains, and general wear and tear. Maintaining your Ugg boots properly will not only preserve their
aesthetic appeal but also extend their lifespan and keep your feet cozy and stylish.
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Preparing Your Ugg Boots for Cleaning
Before you dive into the actual cleaning of your Ugg boots, proper preparation is key to achieving
the best results and preventing damage. This initial stage sets the foundation for a successful
cleaning session, ensuring that any loose debris is removed and the material is ready to receive the
cleaning solution. Taking the time to prepare your boots correctly will significantly impact the final
outcome.

Removing Loose Dirt and Debris
The very first step in preparing your Uggs for cleaning is to gently remove any loose dirt, dust, or
mud that has accumulated on the surface. This can be done with a soft-bristled brush, like a suede
brush or even a clean toothbrush. Work in a consistent direction to avoid damaging the sheepskin
nap. Pay close attention to crevices and seams where dirt tends to collect. For particularly stubborn
dry mud, you might need to let it dry completely before attempting to brush it off.

Stuffing for Shape Retention
To maintain the shape of your Ugg boots during the cleaning and drying process, it's highly
recommended to stuff them. You can use old newspapers, paper towels, or even shoe trees. Ensure
the stuffing is packed firmly but not so tightly that it distorts the boot's natural form. This helps to
absorb moisture from the inside and prevents the boots from collapsing or becoming misshapen
while they dry.



Understanding Your Cleaning Solution Options
When it comes to cleaning Ugg boots, using the right cleaning solution is crucial. Harsh chemicals
or standard laundry detergents can strip the natural oils from the sheepskin, leading to stiffness and
discoloration. It is best to use a specialized Ugg boot cleaner or a mild solution specifically
formulated for sheepskin and suede. You can also create a DIY solution with a small amount of mild,
non-detergent soap (like a gentle wool wash) diluted in cool water. Always test any cleaning solution
on an inconspicuous area of the boot first to ensure it doesn't cause adverse effects.

The Essential Ugg Boot Cleaning Process
Once your Ugg boots are prepped, it's time to tackle the actual cleaning. This process involves
carefully applying a cleaning solution and gently working it into the sheepskin. Patience and a gentle
touch are paramount to avoid damaging the delicate material. Following these steps diligently will
help lift away dirt and grime effectively.

Applying the Cleaning Solution
Begin by lightly dampening the exterior of your Ugg boots with clean, cool water. Avoid soaking the
boots, as excessive moisture can be detrimental. Then, apply your chosen Ugg boot cleaner or
diluted mild soap solution to a clean sponge or cloth. Gently blot or lightly rub the entire surface of
the boot, working in small sections. For more stubborn marks, you may need to apply a little more
pressure, but always be mindful of the sheepskin's texture. Ensure you clean the entire boot evenly
to prevent water marks or uneven cleaning results.

Scrubbing and Working the Cleaner In
Using a soft sponge or brush, gently work the cleaning solution into the sheepskin in a circular
motion. The goal here is to lift the dirt without aggressively scrubbing, which could damage the
fibers. Pay attention to any stained areas, but avoid over-saturating the material. The gentle
scrubbing action helps to loosen the dirt particles and allows the cleaner to penetrate the sheepskin
effectively. Remember to clean both boots to ensure they match in appearance after cleaning.

Rinsing the Boots
After you have cleaned the entire surface, it's time to rinse. Use a clean, damp sponge or cloth with
plain, cool water to wipe away the cleaning solution. Again, avoid soaking the boots. Work your way
around the boot, ensuring all traces of the cleaner are removed. It's important to rinse thoroughly to
prevent any residue from being left behind, which could attract more dirt or leave a sticky feel.

Dealing with Specific Stains and Issues
Ugg boots can encounter a variety of stains and issues, from everyday dirt to more challenging
marks like salt stains from winter wear. Knowing how to address these specific problems will help



you restore your boots to their former glory. Different stains require slightly different approaches, so
it's important to identify the type of stain before proceeding.

Tackling Mud and Dirt Stains
For fresh mud stains, the best approach is to let the mud dry completely first. Once dry, gently brush
off as much as possible with a suede brush. For embedded mud, use the cleaning process described
previously. If the mud has left a darker mark even after cleaning, a specialized Ugg cleaner often
has agents that can lift these types of stains more effectively. Always blot rather than rub vigorously.

Removing Salt and Water Marks
Salt stains are a common nemesis for Ugg boots, especially during winter months. To remove salt
stains, you can use a mixture of equal parts white vinegar and cool water. Apply this solution
sparingly with a sponge or cloth, gently blotting the stained areas. Follow up by cleaning the entire
boot with your regular Ugg cleaner to ensure an even appearance. For water marks, the general
cleaning process should suffice, but ensure you dry them properly to avoid new water stains
forming.

Addressing Oil and Grease Stains
Oil and grease stains can be particularly tricky. For fresh stains, immediately blot up as much excess
oil as possible with a clean cloth. Then, you can try applying a small amount of cornstarch or talcum
powder to the stain. Let it sit for several hours or overnight to absorb the grease, then brush it off.
You may need to repeat this process. If the stain persists, you might need to use a specialized suede
cleaner designed for oil stains, following the product's instructions carefully.

Drying Your Ugg Boots Properly
Drying your Ugg boots correctly is just as crucial as cleaning them. Improper drying can lead to
misshapen boots, stiffness, and potential damage to the sheepskin. Patience is key, as air-drying is
the only recommended method for Ugg boots.

Air Drying is Essential
Never place your Ugg boots in a dryer, near a direct heat source like a radiator, or in direct sunlight.
These methods can cause the sheepskin to shrink, crack, and become brittle. Instead, allow your
boots to air dry naturally at room temperature. Ensure they are well-ventilated during this process.

Using Stuffing for Optimal Drying
As mentioned in the preparation section, stuffing your boots with newspaper or paper towels is vital
for drying. This stuffing helps to absorb internal moisture and maintain the boot's shape. Change the



stuffing periodically if it becomes saturated to speed up the drying process. Ensure the stuffing is
loosely packed to allow for airflow.

Allowing Ample Drying Time
Drying Ugg boots can take a significant amount of time, often 24 to 48 hours, depending on the
humidity and how wet they became. Do not attempt to wear them until they are completely dry to
the touch, both inside and out. Rushing this process can lead to damage and discomfort.

Protecting and Maintaining Your Cleaned Uggs
Once your Ugg boots are clean and dry, it's time to focus on protecting them and maintaining their
pristine condition. Proactive care will significantly extend their lifespan and keep them looking their
best.

Applying a Sheepskin Protector
After your Ugg boots have completely dried, it's highly recommended to apply a sheepskin protector
spray. This product creates a barrier against water, stains, and dirt. Ensure you use a spray
specifically designed for sheepskin and suede. Apply it in a well-ventilated area, holding the can at
the recommended distance, and apply an even coat. Allow the protector to dry completely according
to the product's instructions before wearing the boots.

Brushing the Sheepskin Nap
Once the boots are dry and protected, gently brush the sheepskin nap with a suede brush. This will
restore the fluffy texture and remove any flatness that may have occurred during the cleaning and
drying process. Brush in one direction to lift the nap and bring back the original appearance of the
sheepskin.

Storing Your Ugg Boots Properly
Proper storage is crucial for maintaining the shape and condition of your Ugg boots when they are
not in use. Store them in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight. It's ideal to keep them upright
and uncrushed. You can use boot shapers or continue to stuff them with newspaper to help maintain
their form. Avoid storing them in plastic bags, as this can trap moisture and lead to mildew.

Common Ugg Boot Cleaning Mistakes to Avoid
Even with the best intentions, some common mistakes can lead to damaging your beloved Ugg
boots. Being aware of these pitfalls can save you from potential heartache and costly repairs.



Using Harsh Cleaning Agents
As emphasized throughout, using laundry detergents, bleach, or other harsh chemicals is a surefire
way to damage sheepskin. These can strip natural oils, cause fading, and make the material stiff and
brittle. Always opt for specialized sheepskin cleaners or mild, diluted solutions.

Excessive Soaking or Washing
Ugg boots are not meant to be submerged in water or put through a washing machine cycle.
Excessive moisture can lead to irreparable damage, affecting the glue, stitching, and the sheepskin
itself. Gentle blotting and sponging are the correct methods for cleaning.

Machine Drying or Heat Application
The temptation to speed up drying with a hairdryer or placing them near a heater is strong, but it's a
mistake that can ruin your boots. The intense heat will cause the sheepskin to shrink, warp, and
become permanently damaged. Air drying is the only safe and effective method.

Not Testing Cleaning Solutions
Before applying any cleaning product to the entire boot, always perform a patch test on an
inconspicuous area, such as the inner heel or a small section of the tongue. This will help you
identify any adverse reactions, like discoloration or material damage, before it becomes widespread.

Ignoring Regular Maintenance
Waiting until your Ugg boots are heavily soiled before cleaning them can make the task more
difficult and increase the risk of damage. Regular light cleaning and prompt treatment of spills and
stains will prevent dirt from setting in and make the overall maintenance of your boots much easier.

FAQ

Q: Can I wash my Ugg boots in a washing machine?
A: No, you should absolutely not wash Ugg boots in a washing machine. The agitation and water
saturation can severely damage the sheepskin, adhesives, and overall structure of the boots, leading
to irreparable harm.

Q: What is the best cleaner for Ugg boots?
A: The best cleaner for Ugg boots is a specialized sheepskin cleaner designed specifically for this
type of footwear. Alternatively, a mild solution of non-detergent soap diluted in cool water can be
used cautiously, but always test it on an inconspicuous area first.



Q: How often should I clean my Ugg boots?
A: The frequency of cleaning depends on how often you wear your Ugg boots and the conditions they
are exposed to. A general guideline is to clean them thoroughly once a season or when they become
noticeably dirty or stained. Spot cleaning for minor issues as they occur is also recommended.

Q: How do I get salt stains off my Ugg boots?
A: To remove salt stains, mix equal parts white vinegar and cool water. Lightly dampen a sponge or
cloth with this solution and gently blot the stained areas. After treating the salt stains, clean the
entire boot with your regular Ugg cleaner to ensure an even finish.

Q: Can I use baby wipes to clean my Ugg boots?
A: While baby wipes might seem convenient for minor spots, they are generally not recommended
for cleaning Ugg boots. Many baby wipes contain chemicals or alcohol that can dry out and damage
the sheepskin. It's best to stick to specialized cleaners or mild soap solutions.

Q: My Ugg boots got wet, what should I do?
A: If your Ugg boots get wet, gently blot up any excess water with a clean, dry cloth. Then, stuff
them with newspaper or paper towels to absorb moisture from the inside and help them maintain
their shape. Allow them to air dry completely at room temperature, away from heat sources.

Q: How do I restore the fluffy texture of my Ugg boots after
cleaning?
A: After your Ugg boots are completely dry, use a suede brush to gently brush the sheepskin nap.
Brush in one direction to lift the fibers and restore the soft, fluffy texture. This process also helps to
remove any flatness that may have occurred during cleaning.

Q: Can I wear my Ugg boots in the rain?
A: Ugg boots are not waterproof and are best worn in dry conditions. While sheepskin has some
natural water resistance, prolonged exposure to rain can lead to water damage, stains, and a loss of
shape. Applying a sheepskin protector spray can offer some water repellency, but it's not a
substitute for waterproof footwear.
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