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The Ultimate Guide: How to Crochet Granny Squares Together

how to crochet granny squares together is a fundamental skill for any crocheter looking to
expand their repertoire beyond single motifs. From cozy blankets and stylish garments to unique
accessories, joining granny squares opens up a world of creative possibilities. This comprehensive
guide will walk you through the most effective and popular methods for seamlessly connecting your
granny squares, ensuring your finished projects are both beautiful and durable. We will explore
various joining techniques, discuss the best stitches for each, and provide tips for achieving a
professional finish. Mastering this technique will elevate your crochet projects to the next level.
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Introduction to Joining Granny Squares

The beauty of crochet lies in its versatility, and few techniques embody this more than the art of
joining granny squares. Whether you’ve meticulously crafted individual motifs for a bespoke afghan or
are assembling a collection of smaller pieces for a unique bag, knowing how to effectively connect
them is paramount. This guide serves as your definitive resource on how to crochet granny squares
together, offering clear instructions and visualizable techniques for a flawless outcome. We'll delve
into the preparatory steps, explore the most common and beloved joining methods, and equip you
with the knowledge to tackle any project, no matter the size or complexity.

The journey from a pile of individual granny squares to a cohesive, finished piece is a rewarding one.
Understanding the nuances of different joining methods allows you to choose the best approach for
your specific project, considering factors like desired seam texture, fabric drape, and overall
aesthetic. This article aims to demystify the process, providing step-by-step guidance that will
empower both beginner and experienced crocheters to achieve professional-looking results. We'll
cover everything from preparing your squares to the final finishing touches.

Essential Preparations Before Joining

Before you embark on the satisfying task of joining your granny squares, a few preparatory steps will
ensure a smoother and more professional result. The most crucial initial step is blocking your squares.
Blocking involves wetting or steaming your crocheted pieces and then shaping them to their intended



dimensions while they dry. This process not only makes your squares uniform in size and shape,
which is vital for a neat join, but it also opens up the stitches, making them easier to work with.

Ensure all your granny squares are the exact same size and shape before you begin joining. Even
slight variations can lead to puckering or uneven seams. Once blocked and dried, carefully inspect
each square for any loose ends. Weaving in all yarn tails securely before joining will prevent them
from unraveling later and will significantly simplify the joining process. It's much easier to manage
yarn ends when working with individual squares than when they are already connected.

Consider the yarn you will use for joining. Often, it's best to use the same yarn as your granny
squares for a cohesive look. However, a contrasting yarn can be used intentionally to create a
decorative border or a visually striking seam. Select a yarn that has a similar weight and fiber content
to your squares to ensure the join is consistent with the rest of the fabric.

Common Methods for Joining Granny Squares

There are several popular and effective methods for joining granny squares, each offering a slightly
different look and feel to the finished project. The choice of method often depends on the desired
aesthetic, the pattern of the squares, and the intended use of the final item. The most common
approaches involve using crochet stitches to create a firm and integrated seam. These methods are
adaptable and widely used across various crochet projects, from blankets to apparel.

The three primary crochet joining methods we will explore are the single crochet join, the slip stitch
join, and the continuous join-as-you-go (JAYGO) method. Each of these techniques offers distinct
advantages, and understanding when to use each will significantly enhance your crochet skills. We
will detail the steps for each, providing clear instructions to help you achieve a professional and
durable join for your granny squares.

Single Crochet (SC) Joining Method

The single crochet joining method is a highly favored technique for its sturdiness and the slight
definition it provides to the seams. This method creates a strong, durable join that is ideal for projects
that require robustness, such as blankets, bags, and cushions. The single crochet stitch adds a subtle
texture to the join, which can contribute to the overall visual appeal of the finished piece.

To begin the single crochet join, lay two granny squares right sides facing up, or wrong sides facing
each other, depending on the desired look (right sides together creates a flatter seam). Align the
edges of the squares. Insert your hook through the corresponding stitches or spaces of both squares
at a corner. With your chosen joining yarn, make a slip knot on your hook, then yarn over and pull
through the loop to create the first single crochet stitch. Continue crocheting single crochet stitches
across the edge of the squares, inserting your hook through both layers of stitches in each
corresponding stitch or space. When you reach the end of an edge, fasten off and weave in the end,
or continue to the next edge if joining multiple squares in a continuous fashion.

For joining along the sides of the squares, you will typically work into the spaces between the stitches
or into the actual stitches, depending on the pattern and your preference. Working into the spaces



often results in a less visible seam, while working into the actual stitches can create a more defined
line. When working with granny squares, it’s common to work into the "posts" of the stitches or into
the chain spaces. Experimenting with which stitch or space to work into can yield different aesthetic
results, so don't hesitate to try it out on a swatch.

Slip Stitch (SL ST) Joining Method

The slip stitch joining method is ideal when you desire a very neat, almost invisible seam that doesn't
add bulk or significant texture. This technique is excellent for projects where a smooth, seamless
appearance is paramount, such as delicate shawls or garments where the focus is on the stitch
pattern of the squares themselves. The slip stitch essentially "glues" the edges together, creating a
flat and unobtrusive join.

To execute the slip stitch join, place your two granny squares with wrong sides together. Insert your
hook into the corresponding stitch or space on both squares simultaneously. Yarn over and pull the
yarn through both loops on your hook in one motion. This completes one slip stitch. Continue this
process along the edge of the squares, inserting your hook into each corresponding stitch or space
and completing a slip stitch for each.

The key to a successful slip stitch join is maintaining an even tension. If you crochet too tightly, the
seam will pucker. If you crochet too loosely, the join might appear sloppy or gaps could form.
Practicing this method on scrap pieces will help you find the right tension. This method is particularly
useful for joining motifs in a straight line or around the perimeter of a project.

Continuous Join-As-You-Go (JAYGO) Method

The continuous Join-As-You-Go (JAYGO) method is a highly efficient technique that allows you to
connect granny squares as you crochet them, eliminating the need for sewing or stitching them
together later. This method is a game-changer for large projects like blankets, as it significantly
reduces finishing time. It involves crocheting subsequent squares, attaching them to already
crocheted squares as you work the final rounds of the new square.

There are several variations of the JAYGO method, but a common approach involves crocheting a
square almost to completion, leaving the final round unfinished. You then join this new square to an
existing one by crocheting the final round, incorporating single crochet or slip stitches through the
corresponding stitches or spaces of both squares. For example, when you reach a corner chain space
on your new square, you might make a slip stitch into the corresponding corner chain space of an
already attached square, then continue working your final round stitches on the new square.

The JAYGO method requires careful planning of your layout and a good understanding of how to join
on each side and at the corners. You'll typically start with a central square, then build outwards,
attaching new squares as you go. This method is particularly effective when you want to create a
seamless, flowing design without visible seams. It requires precision but offers immense satisfaction
in seeing your project grow and connect organically.



Weaving in Ends and Finishing Touches

Once all your granny squares have been joined, the next critical step is to meticulously weave in any
remaining loose yarn ends. This not only provides a clean, professional finish but also ensures the
longevity of your project by preventing unraveling. Use a yarn needle that is appropriate for the
weight of your yarn and carefully thread it through the back of your stitches. Aim to weave the yarn
through several stitches in different directions to secure it firmly. Avoid pulling too tightly, as this can
distort the fabric.

After all ends are woven in, consider adding a border to your joined granny squares. A border can
unify the entire piece, cover any minor imperfections in the joins, and provide a polished edge.
Common border choices include a round of single crochet, half double crochet, or a decorative stitch
pattern. The type of border you choose can significantly impact the final look of your project, so select
one that complements your granny squares and the overall design.

Finally, give your finished project a final block. This will help to even out any tension inconsistencies
that may have occurred during the joining process and will ensure all edges are straight and neat.
Depending on the yarn fiber, you can use wet blocking or steam blocking. Ensure the piece is
completely dry before handling or using it. This final step truly elevates a crocheted item from a
collection of squares to a cohesive, beautifully crafted piece.

Tips for a Professional Join

Achieving a professional join with your granny squares boils down to attention to detail and consistent
technique. Always ensure your squares are the same size; blocking is your best friend here. Use a
yarn needle with a blunt tip that is appropriately sized for your yarn; this makes weaving in ends
much easier and prevents splitting the yarn. When crocheting seams, maintain an even tension
throughout the entire edge. This is crucial for preventing puckering or gaping.

Consider the direction of your seams. If you are joining right sides together, the seam will be on the
wrong side of the fabric, offering a cleaner look on the right side. If you are joining wrong sides
together, the seam will be visible on the right side, which can be used for decorative effect. For
continuous JAYGO methods, lay out your planned arrangement of squares beforehand to ensure you
are connecting them in the desired order and orientation.

Here are a few more practical tips for a professional join:

Match your joining yarn to your main yarn for a seamless look, or choose a contrasting yarn for
a bolder statement.

When working into the stitches of granny squares, target specific areas like the chain-3 corners
and the tops of stitches for consistency.

Don't be afraid to practice a new joining technique on a few spare squares before committing to
your main project.

For very large projects, consider breaking down the joining process into manageable sections to



avoid fatigue and maintain accuracy.

If your squares have a different stitch count along the edges, you may need to adjust your
joining stitches slightly to compensate, often by working an extra stitch in certain areas.

Advanced Joining Techniques

While the single crochet, slip stitch, and JAYGO methods are the most prevalent, a few advanced
techniques can add further dimension and style to your joined granny square projects. One such
technique is the "latticed join," which uses yarn or crochet stitches to create a criss-cross pattern
between squares, offering a decorative and openwork seam. This method is particularly effective for
lighter projects where an airy feel is desired.

Another sophisticated approach is the "scalloped join." This involves creating a curved or decorative
edge as part of the joining process, often by incorporating picots or shell stitches along the seam. This
technique adds a touch of elegance and is ideal for projects like blankets or home décor items that
you want to stand out. It requires more planning and stitch manipulation but results in a truly unique
and beautiful finish that integrates the squares seamlessly with a decorative flourish.

For those seeking the ultimate in seamless integration, exploring different JAYGO variations is key.
Some advanced JAYGO methods involve crocheting border rounds that deliberately overlap and
connect adjacent squares, creating a highly integrated fabric where the joins are practically
indistinguishable from the main stitch pattern. These techniques often require detailed pattern
instructions or a strong understanding of crochet construction, but they deliver exceptional results for
experienced crafters.

Q: What is the best way to join granny squares for a blanket?
A: For a blanket, the single crochet joining method is highly recommended because it creates a
strong, durable seam that will hold up to regular use and washing. Alternatively, the continuous Join-
As-You-Go (JAYGO) method is excellent for blankets as it significantly reduces finishing time by
connecting squares as you crochet them.

Q: How do I ensure my granny squares are the same size
before joining?
A: The most effective way to ensure your granny squares are the same size is to block them. Blocking
involves wetting or steaming your finished squares and then shaping them to their desired
dimensions while they dry. This process evens out stitch tension and makes all your squares uniform,
which is crucial for neat joins.



Q: Can I join granny squares with a sewing needle and thread?
A: Yes, you can join granny squares using a yarn needle and yarn to stitch them together. This
method is often called whip stitching or mattress stitching. It creates a very neat and often invisible
seam, similar in appearance to the slip stitch crochet join, but it requires more time and precision
than crochet joining methods.

Q: How do I avoid gaps when joining granny squares with
single crochet?
A: To avoid gaps when joining with single crochet, ensure you are inserting your hook through
corresponding points on both squares. Often, this means working into the chain spaces or the posts of
stitches accurately. Maintain consistent tension throughout the join, and avoid pulling too tightly,
which can also create small holes. If necessary, you can work an extra single crochet in corners or
tight spots to ease the fabric.

Q: What is the difference between joining with the right sides
together versus wrong sides together?
A: When you join granny squares with the right sides together, the seam will be on the wrong side of
your project, resulting in a flatter and cleaner look on the right side. When you join with the wrong
sides together, the seam is visible on the right side of the project, which can add texture and visual
interest to the join itself.

Q: How do I join squares that have different edge patterns?
A: If your granny squares have different edge patterns, it can be more challenging to achieve a
perfectly uniform join. The best approach is to identify the most consistent stitch or space along the
edge of each square and aim to join through those corresponding points. Sometimes, you may need
to work slightly more or fewer stitches on one square's edge to match the other. Using a crochet join
like single crochet can be more forgiving than a slip stitch join in these situations.

Q: How do I start the continuous Join-As-You-Go (JAYGO)
method?
A: The JAYGO method typically starts with a central square, or a block of connected squares. You then
crochet new squares, attaching them to the existing fabric as you work the final rounds of the new
square. For example, you might crochet a few rounds of a new square, then use slip stitches or single
crochets through the edge of an existing square to connect it, and then finish the remaining rounds of
the new square.

Q: Can I use different yarn weights for joining and for the
squares?
A: While you can, it's generally recommended to use a yarn weight that matches your granny squares



for the most cohesive and balanced fabric. Using a significantly different yarn weight for joining can
create a seam that is too bulky, too thin, or has a different drape, which can affect the overall
appearance and functionality of your project.

Q: How do I make my joins look neat when joining multiple
squares in a grid?
A: For a neat grid, it's best to join squares in rows or columns. You can join two squares at a time by
crocheting along their edges, then attach these joined pairs to other pairs or single squares.
Alternatively, the JAYGO method naturally creates a grid as you build your project square by square.
Careful attention to stitch placement and tension is key to a neat grid.

Q: What is the best method for joining very small granny
squares for a mosaic effect?
A: For very small granny squares intended for a mosaic effect, a precise join is crucial. The slip stitch
join can create a very fine, almost invisible seam, allowing the colors and patterns of the squares to
dominate. Alternatively, if you want the joins to be visible and part of the design, a contrasting color
single crochet join can work well, creating subtle lines between the small motifs.
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