how to draw a cartoon head

How to draw a cartoon head is a fun and engaging process that allows artists to express their creativity.
Whether you are a beginner or someone with some experience in drawing, learning to create cartoon
heads can enhance your artistic skills. This article will walk you through the steps of drawing a cartoon

head, providing tips and techniques to help you along the way.

Understanding the Basics of Cartoon Heads

Before diving into the drawing process, it's essential to understand the fundamental characteristics of
cartoon heads. Unlike realistic portraits, cartoon heads often exaggerate shapes and features. Here are some

key aspects to consider:

1. Shapes and Proportions

Cartoon heads can be simplified into basic shapes, such as circles, ovals, and rectangles. Here are some

common shapes used:

- Round Heads: Often associated with friendly or childish characters.
- Oval Heads: Used for more elongated characters, giving a whimsical feel.

- Square Heads: Convey strength or seriousness, suitable for tough characters.

Understanding proportions is also crucial. For example, cartoon heads can have larger eyes and smaller

noses compared to realistic heads, creating a more exaggerated and expressive appearance.

2. Facial Features

Exaggeration is key in cartooning, so consider how facial features can be distorted for effect:

- Eyes: Large, expressive eyes can convey a range of emotions. They can be circular, oval, or even star-
shaped.

- Nose: The nose can be simplified into a small dot, a line, or a cartoonish shape depending on the character's
personality.

- Mouth: The mouth should reflect the character's mood, from simple lines for a neutral expression to wide

curves for happiness.



Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing a Cartoon Head

Now that we have a grasp of the basics, let’s go through the step-by-step process of drawing a cartoon head.

Step 1: Sketch the Basic Shape

- Start with a circle or oval to represent the head. This will be the foundation of your drawing.
- Add a vertical line down the center of the circle to help align the facial features.

- Draw a horizontal line across the middle of the circle to indicate where the eyes will be placed.

Step 2: Outline the Jawline

- From the sides of the circle, draw lines downwards to create the jawline. The angle and length of these
lines will determine the shape of the chin.

- Connect the lines at the bottom to complete the head shape.

Step 3: Add Guidelines for Facial Features

- Divide the face with additional horizontal lines to mark where the eyes, nose, and mouth will go.
- The first line is where the eyes will be.
- The second line is for the base of the nose.

- The third line is where the mouth will be placed, usually a little below the nose.

Step 4: Draw the Eyes

- Position the eyes on the first guideline. Depending on the character, you can use different shapes—round,
oval, or even exaggerated shapes.

- Add eyebrows above the eyes to add expression.

Step 5: Sketch the Nose

- Draw a simple nose shape on the second guideline. This could be a small circle, triangle, or any shape that

fits your character's personality.



Step 6: Create the Mouth

- Draw the mouth along the third guideline. The shape will depend on the expression you want to convey.

A wide smile, frown, or simple line can change the character's mood dramatically.

Step 7: Add Ears and Hair

- Ears can be simple shapes (like C or D shapes) placed on both sides of the head.
- For the hair, think about the style that fits your character. You can draw spiky hair, curly hair, or a

simple bob. Remember, hair can also be exaggerated in cartoons.

Step 8: Finalize the Features

- Go back and refine the features. Make adjustments to the eyes, nose, and mouth until you are satisfied
with how they look.

- Erase any unnecessary guidelines to clean up your drawing.

Step 9: Add Color and Shading

- Use vibrant colors to bring your character to life. Cartoon characters often use non-realistic skin tones and
hair colors.
- Consider adding shading to give depth. This can be done by using a darker shade of your base color in

areas that would naturally be shadowed.

Tips for Improving Your Cartoon Head Drawing Skills

To enhance your skills further, consider the following tips:
¢ Practice Regularly: The more you draw, the better you will become. Set aside time each week to
practice drawing different cartoon heads.

¢ Study Different Styles: Look at various cartoon styles, from classic cartoons to contemporary

animations. This will help you understand different techniques and inspire your creativity.

¢ Use Reference Images: Don't hesitate to use reference images of cartoon characters. Analyzing how



different artists portray heads can provide valuable insights.

e Experiment with Expressions: Try drawing the same head with different facial expressions. This

will help you understand how features change with emotions.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While learning to draw cartoon heads, be aware of some common pitfalls:

1. Neglecting Proportions: Remember that proportions, even in cartoons, are essential. Ensure that the

features are balanced and correctly placed.

2. Overcomplicating Features: Keep it simple! Cartoon heads thrive on simplicity and exaggeration.

Avoid adding too many details.

3. Forgetting About Expression: A lack of expression can make a cartoon character feel flat. Always

think about the character's mood and how the features convey that.

Conclusion

Drawing a cartoon head can be a delightful and rewarding experience. By following the steps outlined in
this article, you can create fun and expressive characters that showcase your artistic style. Remember to
practice regularly, experiment with different features, and learn from various styles to develop your
unique approach. Whether for personal enjoyment, professional aspirations, or creating characters for
storytelling, mastering the art of drawing cartoon heads opens up a world of creativity. So grab your pencil

and paper, and let your imagination run wild!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start drawing a cartoon head?

Begin with a circle for the head and an oval for the chin. This will help you establish the overall shape.



How do I position the facial features on a cartoon head?

Divide the head into three horizontal sections: the top for the forehead, the middle for the eyes and nose,

and the bottom for the mouth and chin.

‘What techniques can I use to make cartoon eyes more expressive?

Experiment with different shapes and sizes for the eyes, and add eyebrows to convey emotions. Larger

eyes often suggest innocence or excitement.

How can I create different hairstyles for cartoon characters?

Start with basic shapes that represent the hairstyle, then add details like spikes or curls. Use simple lines to

indicate texture and movement.

What is the importance of exaggeration in drawing cartoon heads?

Exaggeration enhances personality and emotion. Emphasizing features like oversized eyes or a tiny mouth

can make your character more memorable.

How do I add personality to a cartoon head?

Incorporate unique traits like distinct hairstyles, accessories, or facial expressions that reflect the character's

personality and story.

‘What tools do I need for drawing cartoon heads?

You can use basic tools like pencils, erasers, and paper. For digital drawing, programs like Procreate or

Adobe Illustrator are popular choices.

How can I practice drawing cartoon heads effectively?

Practice by sketching from reference images, creating different character designs, and participating in

drawing challenges to improve your skills.
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