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How to Draw a Cartoon Step by Step for Kids

Drawing cartoons is an exciting and creative activity that allows kids to
express their imagination. It's a fun way to develop artistic skills while
bringing characters to life on paper. In this guide, we will explore how to
draw a cartoon step by step, making it easy for kids of all ages to follow
along. So grab your pencils, erasers, and some colorful markers, and let’s
get started!

Materials Needed

Before we dive into the drawing process, let's gather the materials you'll
need. Having the right tools can make drawing more enjoyable and successful.

- Pencils: A regular graphite pencil will work fine. If you have mechanical
pencils, those are great too!
- Erasers: A good eraser is essential for correcting mistakes and refining
your drawings.
- Paper: Plain sketch paper or drawing pads are perfect for cartooning.
- Markers or Colored Pencils: For adding color to your characters and making
them pop.
- Reference Images: Having some cartoon images handy can inspire you and help
guide your drawing.

Choosing Your Cartoon Character

Before you start drawing, it’s important to decide what kind of cartoon
character you want to create. Here are a few ideas to consider:

1. Animals: Cats, dogs, or even mythical creatures like dragons.
2. People: Kids, superheroes, or funny versions of adults.
3. Fantasy Characters: Fairies, wizards, or aliens.
4. Monsters: Cute or silly monsters that make people laugh.

Once you have an idea in mind, it’s time to start drawing!

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing a Cartoon



Character

Let’s break down the drawing process into simple steps. We will create a
cartoon cat as an example, but you can adapt these steps for any character
you choose.

Step 1: Draw Basic Shapes

Start by sketching basic shapes to form the structure of your cartoon
character. For our cat:

- Head: Draw a large circle for the head.
- Body: Add an oval shape beneath the head for the body.
- Ears: Draw two triangle shapes on top of the head for the ears.
- Tail: Draw a long, curved line coming from the body for the tail.

Make sure to keep your lines light, as you will be refining them later.

Step 2: Add Facial Features

Next, let’s bring your cartoon cat to life by adding facial features.

- Eyes: Draw two large circles for the eyes. Inside each eye, add a smaller
circle for the pupil. You can make the pupils look cute by leaving a little
white spot for a gleam.
- Nose: Draw a small triangle in the middle of the face for the nose.
- Mouth: Below the nose, sketch a wide “U” shape for the mouth. Add a little
curve at each end to give it a smile.
- Whiskers: Draw three straight lines on each side of the face for whiskers.

Step 3: Refine the Shapes

Now that you have the basic features in place, it’s time to refine the
shapes.

- Outline the Head: Erase the inner lines that you no longer need, and redraw
the head with a smooth outline.
- Define the Body: Make the body a little more detailed by adding some curves
or a belly shape.
- Ears: Give the ears some depth by adding inner lines to indicate the inside
of the ears.



Step 4: Add Details

Details can make your character unique and interesting. Here are some details
you can add:

- Fur Texture: Draw small, jagged lines around the head and body to represent
fur.
- Claws: At the end of the paws, draw little lines to show claws.
- Patterns: You can add spots, stripes, or any other patterns you like. Be
creative!

Step 5: Inking the Drawing

Once you are satisfied with your pencil drawing, it’s time to ink it. This
will make your cartoon look more finished and professional.

- Use a Marker: Take a black marker and trace over your pencil lines
carefully.
- Wait to Dry: Allow the ink to dry completely before erasing the pencil
lines underneath. This helps prevent smudging.

Step 6: Coloring Your Cartoon

Now comes the fun part—coloring your cartoon cat! Here’s how to do it:

- Choose Colors: Decide on colors for your character. For a cat, you might
choose shades of orange, black, or white.
- Apply Base Color: Using colored pencils or markers, fill in the larger
areas first with your chosen base color.
- Add Highlights and Shadows: Use a lighter shade for highlights and a darker
shade for shadows to give your character depth.

Step 7: Final Touches

After coloring, take a moment to review your cartoon. You might want to add:

- Background: Draw a simple background like grass, trees, or a house.
- Speech Bubble: If your cat is talking, draw a speech bubble and write
something fun inside!

Tips for Drawing Cartoons



Here are some helpful tips to keep in mind while drawing cartoons:

- Practice Regularly: The more you draw, the better you’ll become. Don’t be
afraid to make mistakes; they’re part of the learning process!
- Study Other Cartoons: Look at cartoons you love and try to replicate their
style. This can help you develop your own unique style.
- Be Creative: There are no rules in cartooning. Feel free to exaggerate
features, colors, and expressions!
- Have Fun: Enjoy the process! Cartooning is all about expressing yourself
and having fun with your creativity.

Conclusion

Drawing cartoons can be an incredibly rewarding experience for kids. By
following these simple steps, anyone can create their own unique characters.
Remember, practice is key, and the more you draw, the more confident you will
become in your skills. So keep exploring your creativity, and don’t forget to
share your amazing artworks with family and friends! Happy drawing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start drawing a cartoon
character?
Begin by using simple shapes like circles, ovals, and rectangles to outline
the head, body, and limbs of your cartoon character.

How can kids add facial features to their cartoon
characters?
Kids can add facial features by drawing two large circles for eyes, a small
triangle for the nose, and a curved line for the mouth. They can also add
eyebrows and ears for extra expression.

What is the importance of proportions in cartoon
drawing?
Proportions help create a balanced and appealing character. Kids can
experiment with larger heads and smaller bodies to achieve a classic cartoon
look, emphasizing cuteness.

How can children add color to their cartoon



drawings?
Kids can use crayons, markers, or colored pencils to fill in their drawings.
Encourage them to choose bright and fun colors to make their characters pop!

What are some tips for adding personality to a
cartoon character?
To add personality, kids can play with expressions, unique clothing, and
accessories. Encourage them to think about what makes their character special
and reflect that in their design.
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