
how to draw a dinosaur step by step
How to draw a dinosaur step by step is a fun and creative endeavor that can
be enjoyed by both children and adults alike. Dinosaurs are fascinating
creatures that have captured the imagination of people for centuries. Whether
you want to draw a friendly cartoon dinosaur or a more realistic depiction,
mastering the basics of dinosaur anatomy and proportions is essential. In
this article, we will guide you through the process of drawing a dinosaur
step by step, providing tips and techniques to help you create your very own
prehistoric masterpiece.

Gather Your Materials

Before you start drawing, it's important to gather the right materials.
Here's a list of items you will need:

1. Pencil: A good quality pencil for sketching.
2. Eraser: To correct any mistakes.
3. Paper: Choose a smooth paper for a clean finish.
4. Colored Pencils or Markers: For adding color to your dinosaur.
5. Reference Images: Pictures of dinosaurs can provide inspiration and
guidance.

Understanding Dinosaur Anatomy

Before diving into the drawing process, it’s useful to understand the basic
anatomy of dinosaurs. This knowledge will help you create a more accurate
representation.

Key Features of Dinosaurs

1. Head: Varies in shape depending on the species. Some had long snouts,
while others had more rounded heads.
2. Neck: Some dinosaurs had long necks (like the Brachiosaurus), while others
had shorter, thicker necks (like the T-Rex).
3. Body: The body shape can vary greatly. Herbivorous dinosaurs tend to have
bulkier bodies, while carnivorous dinosaurs might be leaner.
4. Limbs: Dinosaurs can have two legs (bipedal) or four legs (quadrupedal).
The shape and size of limbs differ based on their diet and habitat.
5. Tail: Most dinosaurs had long tails which helped with balance and
communication.

Understanding these features will aid you in creating a more convincing



dinosaur drawing.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing a Dinosaur

Now that you have your materials and a basic understanding of dinosaur
anatomy, let’s begin the drawing process.

Step 1: Sketch the Basic Shapes

Start by lightly sketching basic shapes to outline your dinosaur.

- Head: Draw a circle or an oval for the head.
- Body: Create a larger oval or rectangle for the body.
- Neck: Use two lines connecting the head to the body, forming the neck.
- Limbs: For the legs, draw simple shapes – rectangles or ovals for the
thighs and smaller ovals for the feet.
- Tail: Add a long, curved shape extending from the back of the body.

This step is about getting proportions right, so don’t worry about details
yet.

Step 2: Refine the Shapes

Once you are satisfied with the basic outline, refine the shapes to create a
more realistic dinosaur silhouette.

- Head: Modify the head shape to your desired style. Add a mouth, nostrils,
and eyes.
- Neck: Thickening the neck can give it more strength, especially for
herbivorous dinosaurs.
- Body: Add curves to the body for a more dynamic shape.
- Limbs: Define the legs with more detail, giving them muscle structure and
defining joints.
- Tail: Shape the tail to have a tapering end, which will convey movement.

Step 3: Add Details

Now it’s time to add more specific details to your dinosaur.

- Skin Texture: Use small lines or dots to represent scales or skin texture.
Remember that different dinosaurs had different types of skin.
- Claws and Feet: Draw claws at the end of the feet. Depending on the
species, they can be sharp or blunted.



- Facial Features: Add eyes, teeth, and any other unique features (like
frills, horns, or crests).

Step 4: Outline Your Drawing

Once you are satisfied with the details, take a fine-tipped pen or a darker
pencil to outline your drawing. This step will help define the lines and make
your dinosaur more visually striking.

- Go over the main outlines carefully.
- Erase any unnecessary sketch lines that are no longer needed.

Step 5: Add Color

Coloring your dinosaur can bring it to life! Decide on a color scheme based
on your reference images or your imagination.

1. Choose Base Colors: Select a main color for the body. Greens, browns, and
grays are common for realistic dinosaurs, while vibrant colors can work for
cartoonish styles.
2. Add Shadows: Use a darker shade of your base color to add shadows. This
will give your dinosaur depth.
3. Highlighting: Use a lighter shade to highlight areas that would catch the
light, like the top of the head, back, and sides.

Tips for Drawing Dinosaurs

Here are some additional tips to enhance your dinosaur drawing skills:

1. Study Dinosaur References: Look at books, documentaries, or online
resources to find images of dinosaurs. Pay attention to their features and
proportions.
2. Practice: The more you draw, the better you will become. Don’t be
discouraged by initial attempts.
3. Experiment with Styles: Try drawing in different styles, such as
realistic, cartoonish, or abstract, to find your unique artistic voice.
4. Take Breaks: If you feel frustrated, step away for a while. Sometimes a
fresh perspective can help.

Conclusion

Drawing a dinosaur can be a rewarding and educational experience. By
following these steps and tips, you can create a variety of dinosaur



illustrations, from cute and cartoonish to realistic and detailed. Remember
that practice is key, so keep refining your skills and have fun creating your
prehistoric artwork. Whether you’re drawing for fun, for school, or as a
hobby, each dinosaur you create will bring you one step closer to becoming a
skilled artist. Happy drawing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start drawing a
dinosaur?
Begin with simple shapes like circles and ovals for the body, head, and
limbs. Use a larger oval for the body and smaller shapes for the head and
legs.

How can I make my dinosaur look more realistic?
Add details such as texture by drawing scales or skin patterns, and consider
the dinosaur's posture and proportions to make it look more lifelike.

What kind of dinosaur should I draw as a beginner?
Start with simpler dinosaurs like a Brontosaurus or T-Rex, as their shapes
are easier to manage for beginners.

What tools do I need to draw a dinosaur?
You'll need paper, pencils for sketching, erasers for corrections, and
colored pencils or markers for adding color.

How do I add color to my dinosaur drawing?
Choose colors based on your dinosaur's environment. Use greens and browns for
a jungle setting, or blues and grays for a more prehistoric look. Layer
colors for depth.

What is the best way to practice drawing dinosaurs?
Study images or videos of dinosaurs, practice drawing different types, and
try to replicate their shapes and features from various angles.

How can I create a dynamic pose for my dinosaur
drawing?
Research dinosaur movements and consider action poses. Sketch lightly first
to capture the motion, then refine the lines once you're satisfied with the



pose.
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