how to draw anime faces

How to draw anime faces is a skill that many artists aspire to master. Anime, characterized by its
vibrant art style and exaggerated facial features, has gained immense popularity worldwide.
Drawing anime faces involves understanding proportions, expressions, and the unique
characteristics that define the genre. In this article, we will delve into the various aspects of drawing
anime faces, breaking down the process step-by-step, and offering tips to help you improve your
skills.

Understanding Anime Face Shapes

When it comes to drawing anime faces, the first step is to understand the basic shapes that
construct the face. Anime faces can vary significantly in style, but most share a few common
characteristics.

Basic Face Structure

1. Head Shape: Start with a basic oval or circle for the head. Anime faces often have a slightly
pointed chin, giving them a youthful appearance.

2. Guidelines: Draw horizontal and vertical lines to help place features accurately. The vertical line
divides the face into two halves, while the horizontal lines will help position the eyes, nose, and
mouth.

Facial Proportions

Anime faces typically have exaggerated proportions. Here are some general guidelines to follow:

- Eyes: Anime eyes are often large and expressive. They can take up nearly one-third of the face's
height.

- Nose: The nose is usually simplified and can be represented with just a small line or dot.

- Mouth: The mouth is often small, and its size can vary depending on the character's expression.
- Ears: Ears are often smaller and can be stylized according to the character’s design.

Drawing Eyes

The eyes are one of the most crucial features in anime art, as they convey emotions and personality.
Here’s how to create captivating anime eyes.



Eye Shapes and Styles

1. Basic Shapes: Start with a simple almond shape for the eye. You can modify it by adding curves or
angles to reflect different personalities (e.g., a more rounded eye for a cute character, or a sharper
angle for a more serious look).

2. Iris and Pupil: Draw a large circle for the iris and a smaller circle for the pupil. The pupil can be
placed off-center to create depth and expression.

3. Highlights: Add highlights to the eyes to make them appear more alive. Use small white circles or
ovals to represent light reflecting off the surface.

Eye Expressions

Different expressions can drastically change the character's appearance. Here are a few common
expressions and how to depict them:

- Happy: The eyes can be drawn in a curved shape, with the pupils looking slightly upwards.

- Sad: Draw the eyes with drooping eyelids and a slight downward curve at the outer edges.

- Angry: Sharp angles and narrowed pupils can convey anger. The eyebrows should also be drawn
low and close together.

- Surprised: Wide-open eyes with circular pupils and raised eyebrows can depict surprise effectively.

Drawing the Nose and Mouth

While often understated, the nose and mouth play significant roles in conveying a character's
emotions.

Nose Drawing Techniques

1. Simple Shapes: Start with a small line or a dot for the nose. For some styles, a small triangle or an
inverted ‘L’ shape can also work.

2. Positioning: The nose typically sits about halfway between the eyes and the mouth. Adjust its
placement based on the angle of the face.

Mouth Expressions

1. Basic Shape: The mouth can be represented as a simple line. A slight curve can indicate a smile,
while a downward curve can indicate sadness.

2. Open Mouth: To depict speech or surprise, you can draw a wider shape, often resembling a ‘U’ or
a‘w’.

3. Variations: Experiment with different mouth shapes for different characters—some can have



larger, more expressive mouths, while others may have subtle, smaller mouths.

Hair Styles in Anime

Hair is another defining feature of anime characters. It can be drawn in various styles, from spiky to
flowing.

Basic Techniques for Drawing Hair

1. Shapes and Flow: Start with the basic shape of the hairstyle. Use flowing lines to create the
overall silhouette of the hair.

2. Strands: Add individual strands by drawing lines that follow the flow of the hair. Vary the
thickness and length to create depth.

3. Shading: To add dimension, use darker shades at the roots and lighter shades at the tips. This can
be achieved with shading techniques or color gradients.

Different Hair Styles

- Spiky Hair: Use sharp, upward strokes to create spikes. Vary the lengths for a more dynamic look.
- Long Hair: Draw flowing lines that cascade down the back. Add volume by layering strands.
- Short Hair: Use rounded shapes to depict a bob or pixie cut. Keep the lines clean and defined.

Adding Expressions and Accessories

Expressions can make or break a character's design. Think about how to enhance your characters
with accessories.

Enhancing Expressions

1. Eyebrows: Adjust the eyebrows to match the expression. Raised eyebrows can indicate surprise,
while furrowed brows can suggest anger.

2. Cheeks: Adding blush marks can enhance emotions like happiness or embarrassment. Use soft
circles or shading close to the cheeks.

3. Tears or Sweat Drops: Incorporate elements like tears for sadness or sweat drops for anxiety or
embarrassment.

Accessories and Features

1. Glasses: Draw simple frames around the eyes, ensuring they fit the character's face shape.



Consider adding reflections for realism.

2. Headbands or Hats: Use simple shapes to create accessories that can add personality. Make sure
they fit naturally on the head.

3. Earrings or Other Jewelry: Small details like earrings can add flair without overwhelming the
design.

Final Touches and Coloring

Once you have the basic sketch down, it’s time to refine and color your anime face.

Refining Your Drawing

1. Inking: Go over your pencil lines with a fine-tipped pen or marker. Keep your lines smooth and
clean.

2. Erase Guidelines: After inking, gently erase the underlying pencil guidelines to clean up the
drawing.

Coloring Techniques

1. Base Colors: Choose a color palette that suits your character. Apply flat colors to the skin, hair,
and eyes first.

2. Shading: Use slightly darker shades to add depth, focusing on areas where shadows naturally
occur, such as under the chin or around the hairline.

3. Highlights: Add highlights to the hair and eyes to create a shiny effect. Use lighter shades or
white to depict reflections.

Practice and Experimentation

To truly master how to draw anime faces, practice is key. Here are some tips to help you improve:

- Study Different Styles: Look at various anime styles to find inspiration. Try replicating them to
understand their techniques.

- Draw from Life: Observe real-life expressions and features. This can help you add realism to your
anime drawings.

- Create Your Characters: Experiment with different features, hairstyles, and expressions. This will
help you develop your unique style.

In conclusion, drawing anime faces is a rewarding endeavor that combines creativity with skill. By
understanding the basic shapes, features, and expressions, you can create characters that resonate
with viewers. Remember to practice regularly, and don’t be afraid to make mistakes—they're part of
the learning process. With dedication and passion, you’ll be well on your way to mastering the art of
anime face drawing.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start drawing an anime face?

Begin with a circle for the head and a vertical line down the center to help position the facial
features. Add a horizontal line about a third of the way down for the eyes, and a smaller horizontal
line for the mouth.

How do I draw anime eyes that convey emotion?

To convey emotion in anime eyes, focus on the shape and size. Larger eyes typically express
innocence or surprise, while narrower eyes can convey anger or determination. Use highlights and
shading to add depth.

What techniques can I use to create different facial
expressions in anime?

Experiment with the shape of the eyebrows, the position of the mouth, and the size of the eyes. For
example, raised eyebrows and a wide-open mouth can indicate happiness, while furrowed brows and
a frown can indicate anger.

How do I draw anime hairstyles effectively?

Start by sketching the head shape and then outline the general shape of the hairstyle. Use flowing
lines to represent the hair strands and add volume by layering the hair. Don't forget to include
highlights for a more dynamic look.

What is the importance of proportions in drawing anime
faces?

Proportions are crucial in ensuring the facial features are balanced and harmonious. A common
guideline is to divide the face into equal thirds for the eyes, nose, and mouth, which helps maintain
proper spacing.

How can I improve my anime face drawing skills?

Practice regularly by studying different styles and references. Try drawing from real life and other
artists' works. Additionally, consider taking online tutorials or joining communities for feedback and
tips.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when drawing
anime faces?

Common mistakes include misplacing facial features, neglecting the asymmetry of the face, and not
paying attention to the character's age and personality. Always double-check proportions and
placement.



How do I add color to my anime faces?

Use a color palette that suits the character's personality. Start with a base skin tone, add shadows
using darker shades, and highlight with lighter colors. For the eyes and hair, choose colors that
complement the overall look.

What tools do I need to draw anime faces?

You can start with basic tools like pencils, erasers, and paper. Digital artists may use software like
Clip Studio Paint or Adobe Photoshop, along with a drawing tablet for more precision and flexibility.
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