
how to draw manga girls

How to Draw Manga Girls is an exciting journey that combines creativity, technique, and a deep
appreciation for the unique aesthetics of manga art. Manga, a style originating from Japan, is known for its
distinctive characters, vibrant expressions, and engaging storytelling. In this article, we will explore the
fundamental steps and techniques involved in drawing manga girls, making it accessible for both beginners
and experienced artists looking to refine their skills.

Understanding Manga Style

Before diving into the drawing process, it is crucial to understand the unique characteristics of manga art.
Manga girls often exhibit exaggerated features, vibrant expressions, and stylized proportions. Here are some
key elements to consider:

Proportions

The typical proportions of manga girls differ from realistic human anatomy. Here are some general
guidelines:

1. Head Size: Manga characters often have larger heads in proportion to their bodies, typically around 1:6 or
1:7 for the body.
2. Eyes: Large, expressive eyes are a staple of the manga style, usually taking up a significant portion of the
face.
3. Body Structure: The body can be slimmer than realistic proportions, with longer limbs and a smaller
waist.

Facial Features

Facial features in manga are stylized and simplified. Here are some aspects to focus on:

- Eyes: The shape and size can vary, but they often have large irises and prominent highlights that convey
emotion.
- Nose and Mouth: These features are usually simplified, with the nose often represented as a small line or
dot and the mouth as a simple curve.
- Hair: Manga hair is often exaggerated, with large, flowing shapes and distinct sections that can convey
movement and style.



Materials Needed

To begin your journey in drawing manga girls, gather the following materials:

- Pencil: A good quality pencil for sketching (HB or 2B).
- Eraser: A kneaded eraser works well for clean-up without damaging the paper.
- Inking Pens: Fine liners or brush pens for outlining.
- Paper: Smooth drawing paper or sketchbook.
- Digital Tools (optional): A tablet and drawing software if you prefer digital illustration.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Manga Girls

Now that you understand the fundamentals and have your materials ready, let’s break down the drawing
process into clear steps.

Step 1: Sketch the Basic Shapes

Begin with a rough sketch using basic shapes to outline the head and body.

1. Draw a Circle: This will be the head. Add a vertical line down the center and a horizontal line for the
eye level.
2. Add a Jawline: From the sides of the circle, draw lines downward to create a pointy chin.
3. Body Structure: Use ovals and rectangles to outline the torso, arms, and legs. Keep the proportions in
mind as you do this.

Step 2: Refine the Face

With the basic shapes in place, start refining the facial features:

1. Eyes: Position the eyes along the horizontal line. Draw large, almond shapes and add the irises and
highlights.
2. Nose: Place the nose slightly below the eyes, using a simple line or small shape.
3. Mouth: Draw a small curve for the mouth below the nose.
4. Ears: If visible, place the ears between the eye line and the nose line.



Step 3: Detail the Hair

Hair is a defining feature of manga girls. Here’s how to approach it:

1. Outline the Hair Shape: Start with the overall shape of the hairstyle you want—whether it’s long, short,
or styled.
2. Add Volume: Manga hair often appears voluminous. Use flowing lines to create sections and layers.
3. Define Strands: Add details by drawing individual strands and highlights.

Step 4: Draw the Body and Clothing

Next, move on to the body and clothing:

1. Refine the Body: Based on the basic shapes, refine the figure by adding curves and contours. Pay
attention to the waistline and hip area.
2. Clothing: Sketch the outfit, considering folds and how the fabric drapes over the body. Use light lines to
indicate details like seams or patterns.

Step 5: Inking the Drawing

Once satisfied with your pencil sketch, it’s time to ink your drawing:

1. Use Inking Pens: Carefully outline your pencil drawing with your chosen inking pens. Be steady and
confident in your lines.
2. Add Depth: Use varying line thicknesses to give depth to your drawing. Thicker lines can be used for
outer edges, while thinner lines can be for details.

Step 6: Coloring (Optional)

If you choose to add color, consider the following:

1. Choose a Color Palette: Select colors that complement each other and suit your character's personality.
2. Digital or Traditional: If working digitally, use layers for different elements. For traditional coloring,
markers, colored pencils, or watercolors can be effective.
3. Shading: Add shading to give depth and dimension. Consider the light source to determine where
shadows fall.



Tips for Drawing Manga Girls

To enhance your skills and create more dynamic manga girls, consider the following tips:

Practice Regularly: Consistency is key in improving your drawing skills.

Study Other Artists: Analyze the work of professional manga artists to understand different styles
and techniques.

Experiment with Styles: Don’t be afraid to try different styles, whether it's chibi, realistic, or fantasy.

Keep a Sketchbook: Use a sketchbook to practice daily doodles and ideas.

Seek Feedback: Share your work with others and be open to constructive criticism.

Conclusion

Drawing manga girls is a rewarding endeavor that allows for personal expression and creativity. By
understanding the basic proportions, practicing the techniques outlined in this guide, and continually
honing your skills, you can develop your unique style and bring your characters to life. Remember, the
key to mastering any form of art is practice and patience. So, grab your materials, start sketching, and enjoy
the process of creating your own manga girls!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start drawing a manga girl?
Start with a circle for the head, then add an oval for the body, rectangles for the arms and legs, and simple
shapes for the hands and feet. This will help you establish proportions.

How do I create different facial expressions for manga girls?
To create expressions, adjust the shape of the eyes, mouth, and eyebrows. For happiness, widen the eyes
and lift the mouth corners. For sadness, droop the eyes and mouth.



What are some tips for drawing manga hairstyles?
Use flowing lines to create movement and volume. Break the hair into sections and add layers. Remember
to follow the head's shape and vary the hairstyle to reflect the character's personality.

How can I improve my manga girl proportions?
Study anatomy and practice drawing from references. A common proportion is the head being 1/8 of the
body height. Use guidelines to maintain consistency in your proportions.

What tools do I need to start drawing manga girls?
You can start with basic tools like pencils, erasers, and paper. For inking, use fineliners or brush pens.
Digital artists can use tablets with drawing software like Clip Studio Paint or Photoshop.

How do I add clothing details to my manga girl drawings?
Study how fabric behaves and folds. Start with basic shapes for clothing and then add details like seams,
patterns, and accessories. Use reference images for inspiration.

What are some common mistakes to avoid when drawing manga girls?
Avoid making the head too big or too small compared to the body. Don't forget to pay attention to the hands
and feet, as they often get overlooked. Keep practicing to improve.

How can I make my manga girls look more dynamic?
Use action poses and angles to create movement. Experiment with foreshortening and perspective to add
depth. Dynamic lines and exaggerated expressions can also enhance the action.

What resources can I use to learn how to draw manga girls?
You can find many online tutorials, books, and YouTube channels dedicated to manga drawing. Websites
like DeviantArt and Pinterest also offer a wealth of inspiration and techniques.

How do I color my manga girl drawings effectively?
Start with a base color and layer shades for depth. Use a limited color palette to maintain harmony. Digital
artists can use clipping layers, while traditional artists can blend colors with markers or colored pencils.
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