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Nintendo has created iconic characters that have become household names across
generations. From the courageous Mario and Princess Peach to the villainous Bowser and
Wario, each character possesses unique traits that make them memorable. Drawing these
characters can be a fun and rewarding experience, whether you're a budding artist or an
experienced illustrator. In this article, we’ll explore techniques, tips, and step-by-step
instructions on how to draw Nintendo heroes and villains.

Materials You Will Need

Before you begin your artistic journey, gather the following materials:

- Pencil: A good quality sketching pencil (preferably HB or 2B).
- Eraser: A soft eraser to correct mistakes without damaging the paper.
- Paper: Choose a sketchbook or a sheet of drawing paper that suits your preference.
- Inking Pens: Fine-liners or pens for outlining your drawings.
- Coloring Tools: Colored pencils, markers, or digital tools if you prefer to color your artwork
digitally.

Understanding Character Design

To effectively draw Nintendo characters, it's essential to understand the principles of
character design. Here are some key points:

1. Simplified Shapes

Most Nintendo characters are designed using simple geometric shapes:

- Circles: For heads and body shapes.
- Ovals: For limbs and other rounded features.
- Triangles: For ears, hats, or other pointed elements.

2. Exaggerated Features

Many characters have exaggerated features that give them personality. For example:



- Mario’s large nose and mustache.
- Bowser’s spiky shell and sharp teeth.
- Link’s pointed ears and iconic hat.

3. Color Palette

Each character has a distinct color palette. Familiarize yourself with these colors as they
contribute significantly to the character’s identity:

- Mario: Red and blue.
- Luigi: Green and blue.
- Princess Peach: Pink and yellow.
- Bowser: Green and yellow.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Nintendo Heroes

Let’s take a look at how to draw two popular Nintendo heroes: Mario and Link.

Drawing Mario

1. Start with Basic Shapes: Begin with a circle for the head and an oval for the body.
2. Add Guidelines: Draw a vertical line down the middle of the circle and a horizontal line for
eye placement.
3. Sketch the Features:
- Draw Mario’s eyes as two small ovals on the horizontal line.
- Add his iconic mustache below the eyes, which resembles a cloud shape.
- Sketch the outline of his hat, placing the brim above the eyes and a rounded top.
4. Draw the Limbs: Use ovals for the arms and legs. Mario’s arms should be short and
stocky, while his legs are slightly longer.
5. Detailing: Add gloves to his hands and shoes to his feet. Don’t forget to add details like
buttons on his overalls.
6. Inking: Once satisfied, outline your drawing with an inking pen, and erase the pencil
lines.
7. Coloring: Use red for his hat and shirt, blue for his overalls, and skin tones for his face
and hands.

Drawing Link

1. Basic Shapes: Start with a circle for the head and an elongated oval for the body.
2. Guidelines: Draw a vertical line down the center and horizontal lines for eye placement.
3. Facial Features:
- Add large expressive eyes and a small nose.
- Sketch his pointed ears on either side of the head.



- Draw Link’s iconic cap flowing down his back.
4. Limbs: Use thinner ovals for his limbs, making sure to capture his agile appearance.
5. Armor and Accessories: Add details like his tunic, belt, and sword. Link often carries a
shield, which you should sketch as well.
6. Inking and Coloring: Follow the same process as with Mario. Use green for his tunic,
brown for his boots, and a variety of colors for his sword and shield.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Nintendo Villains

Now, let’s explore how to draw two of the most notorious Nintendo villains: Bowser and
Wario.

Drawing Bowser

1. Start with Basic Shapes: Use a large oval for the body and a smaller circle for the head.
2. Guidelines: Mark the center with a vertical line and a horizontal line for facial features.
3. Facial Features:
- Draw Bowser’s fierce eyes as slanted ovals.
- Add his sharp teeth and large, spiky shell around the head.
- Sketch his characteristic horns on top of the head.
4. Drawing Limbs: Use thick ovals for his arms and legs. Bowser should appear muscular
and robust.
5. Shell and Spikes: Don’t forget to add the spiky shell on his back and spikes on his arms.
6. Inking and Coloring: Outline your drawing and erase the guidelines. Use shades of green
for his body, yellow for his shell, and red for his spikes.

Drawing Wario

1. Basic Shapes: Start with a circle for the head and a wider oval for the body.
2. Guidelines: Create guidelines to help with facial feature placement.
3. Facial Features:
- Draw Wario’s mischievous eyes and large, toothy grin.
- Add his characteristic mustache, which is bushy and prominent.
4. Limbs: Wario’s limbs should be short and stout. Use ovals for arms and legs.
5. Outfit Details: Add Wario’s cap, pants, and signature W logo on his hat.
6. Inking and Coloring: Outline your work and use purple for his pants, yellow for his shirt,
and a variety of colors for his hat and shoes.

Final Tips for Drawing Nintendo Characters

- Practice Regularly: The more you draw, the better you will become. Set aside time each
week to practice.
- Study Reference Images: Look at images from games, official art, and fan art to



understand the details better.
- Break Down Complex Characters: If a character seems complex, break them down into
simpler shapes and forms.
- Experiment with Styles: Don’t be afraid to put your own spin on these characters. Try
different styles or poses!
- Get Feedback: Show your drawings to friends or online communities. Constructive
criticism can help you improve.

Conclusion

Drawing Nintendo heroes and villains can be both enjoyable and educational. By
understanding their design, practicing regularly, and utilizing the right materials, you can
bring these beloved characters to life on paper. Remember to take your time and don’t rush
the process. Your unique take on these iconic characters can lead to something truly
special. Happy drawing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic shapes to start drawing Nintendo
heroes like Mario?
Begin with basic shapes: use a circle for the head, an oval for the body, and rectangles for
arms and legs. This will help in establishing proportions.

How can I capture the distinct features of Link from The
Legend of Zelda?
Focus on Link's iconic elements such as his pointed ears, green cap, and Triforce symbol.
Use reference images to understand his outfit's details and proportions.

What techniques can I use to draw Bowser's menacing
expression?
Emphasize Bowser's features by exaggerating his sharp teeth and furrowed brows. Use bold
lines and shadows to convey his fierce demeanor.

What tips can help me draw Samus Aran's Power Suit
accurately?
Study the suit's design from multiple angles. Break it down into geometric shapes and
layers, and pay attention to the mechanical details like armor plating and the arm cannon.



How do I add dynamic action poses when drawing
Nintendo characters?
Use action lines to show movement and energy. Sketch a rough pose first to capture the
flow, then refine the details, ensuring the character's proportions remain consistent.
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