
how to draw portraits step by step
How to draw portraits step by step is a rewarding skill that can enhance your artistic
abilities and allow you to express emotions and personality through your artwork. Portrait
drawing is not just about replicating a person’s appearance; it’s about capturing the
essence of who they are. Whether you're a beginner or looking to refine your skills, this
guide will take you through the essential steps of creating a stunning portrait.

Understanding the Basics of Portrait Drawing

Before diving into the drawing process, it’s important to understand some fundamental
concepts that will help you create a successful portrait.

1. Proportions and Measurements

A well-proportioned portrait is crucial for capturing the likeness of the subject. The human
face is generally divided into sections:

- Overall Shape: Start with an oval shape for the head.
- Guidelines: Draw a vertical line down the center and a horizontal line across the middle.
These lines will help you position facial features.
- Eye Level: The eyes are usually located halfway down the head; the bottom of the nose is
halfway between the eyes and the chin; the mouth sits roughly a third of the way down
from the nose.

2. Selecting the Right Materials

Having the right materials can significantly impact your drawing experience. Here are some
essential tools you should consider:

- Pencils: Use a range of pencils (e.g., 2H for light lines and 6B for dark shading).
- Paper: Choose a smooth or textured drawing paper suited for your medium.
- Eraser: A kneaded eraser is great for lifting graphite without damaging the paper.
- Blending Tools: Use tortillons or your fingers for blending.

Step-by-Step Guide to Drawing Portraits

Now that you understand the basics and have your materials ready, let’s break down the
process of drawing a portrait step by step.



Step 1: Sketch the Basic Shapes

Begin by lightly sketching the basic shapes that will form the structure of the face.

1. Draw an oval for the head.
2. Add a horizontal line for the eye level and a vertical line for symmetry.
3. Sketch a rectangle or triangle shape for the jawline, depending on the subject's face
shape.

Step 2: Add Facial Guidelines

Using the guidelines drawn earlier, place markers for the facial features:

- Eyes: Draw two almond shapes along the eye line.
- Nose: Mark the position halfway between the eyes and chin.
- Mouth: Position the mouth a third of the way down from the nose.

Step 3: Outline Facial Features

Now that you have the basic placements, outline the features more clearly.

- Eyes: Focus on the eyelids, irises, and pupils.
- Nose: Define the bridge and nostrils.
- Mouth: Sketch the upper and lower lips, paying attention to their shape.

Step 4: Refine the Face Shape

Once the features are outlined, refine the shape of the face by adjusting the jawline and
forehead. This step is crucial for achieving likeness:

- Smooth out any harsh angles.
- Ensure the proportions are correct by comparing them to the original reference photo or
subject.

Step 5: Add Hair and Ears

The hair and ears play a significant role in defining the individuality of your portrait.

- Ears: Position the ears between the eye level and the nose.
- Hair: Sketch the hairline and add volume, considering the hairstyle. Use flowing lines to
create movement.



Step 6: Shading and Texturing

Shading brings depth and realism to your portrait. Follow these techniques for effective
shading:

- Light Source: Determine where the light is coming from to create shadows accordingly.
- Layering: Start with light shading and gradually build up darker tones. Use softer pencils
for deeper shadows.
- Blending: Use blending tools to smooth out harsh lines and create a more natural look.

Step 7: Final Details

At this stage, focus on refining your portrait by adding final details:

- Highlights: Use an eraser to create highlights in the eyes and lips.
- Texture: Add texture to the hair and skin using various pencil strokes.
- Background: Consider adding a simple background to enhance the overall composition.

Tips for Improving Your Portrait Drawing Skills

Here are some additional tips to help you enhance your portrait drawing abilities:

- Practice Regularly: The more you draw, the better you’ll get. Try drawing from different
angles and lighting conditions.
- Study Anatomy: Understanding the underlying structure of the face and head will improve
your accuracy.
- Use References: Always have a reference photo or a live model to guide your proportions
and details.
- Experiment with Styles: Explore different artistic styles, such as realistic, caricature, or
abstract, to find what you enjoy most.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

As you embark on your portrait drawing journey, be mindful of these common pitfalls:

- Overworking: Avoid the temptation to overwork your drawing; sometimes less is more.
- Ignoring Proportions: Keep checking the proportions throughout the drawing process to
avoid distortion.
- Neglecting Expression: Pay attention to the subject's expression, as it adds character to
your portrait.



Conclusion

Learning how to draw portraits step by step is a fulfilling endeavor that takes time and
practice. By following these guidelines and techniques, you can create portraits that not
only resemble your subjects but also convey their personalities. Embrace the process, allow
yourself to make mistakes, and enjoy the journey of artistic growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to start drawing portraits?
You will need a sketchbook or drawing paper, pencils (preferably HB, 2B, and 4B), an
eraser, a sharpener, and possibly blending tools like tortillons or blending stumps.

How do I start the basic outline of a portrait?
Begin by lightly sketching an oval shape for the head. Then, draw guidelines for the eyes,
nose, and mouth to ensure proper proportions.

What are the key proportions to remember when
drawing a face?
A common guideline is that the eyes are located halfway down the head, the bottom of the
nose is halfway between the eyes and chin, and the mouth is typically one-third of the way
down from the nose to the chin.

How can I accurately draw facial features?
Focus on one feature at a time. Use the guidelines you established to place the eyes, nose,
and mouth accurately, paying attention to their shapes and distances from each other.

What techniques can I use to create realistic skin
tones?
Layer different shades of colored pencils or use a variety of skin tone markers. Blend colors
to create depth and texture, and remember to incorporate highlights and shadows.

How do I add hair to my portrait drawing?
Start by sketching the general shape of the hair, then divide it into sections. Use short,
flowing strokes to create texture and depth, and remember to follow the natural direction of
hair growth.



What are some tips for shading in portrait drawings?
Use a range of pencils for different values, starting with light pressure for lighter areas and
gradually increasing pressure for darker areas. Blend with a stump or your finger for
smoother transitions.

How can I improve my portrait drawing skills over time?
Practice regularly by drawing from references, studying proportions, and experimenting
with different styles and techniques. Consider taking classes or watching online tutorials for
additional guidance.
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