
how to drop d tuning guitar
How to drop d tuning guitar is a popular topic among guitarists looking to expand their musical
repertoire. This alternative tuning not only enhances the depth of sound but also simplifies the
playing of power chords and allows for unique melodic lines. In this article, we will delve into the
step-by-step process of how to drop D tuning on your guitar, its advantages, and some popular songs
that utilize this tuning.

What is Drop D Tuning?

Drop D tuning is a form of guitar tuning where the sixth string (the lowest string) is tuned down one
whole step from E to D. This creates a DADGBE tuning system, which provides a deeper, richer
sound. This tuning is commonly used in various music genres, including rock, metal, and folk.

How to Drop D Tune Your Guitar

Tuning your guitar to drop D is a straightforward process. Follow these steps to get your guitar
ready for this exciting tuning:

Step 1: Gather Your Tools

Before you start tuning, make sure you have the following tools:

A digital tuner or a tuning app on your smartphone

A standard guitar tuner (if preferred)

A capo (optional, for easier reference)

Step 2: Tune the Sixth String

1. Start with Standard Tuning: Before moving to drop D, ensure your guitar is in standard tuning
(EADGBE). If you need to, use a tuner to check the pitch of each string.

2. Lower the Sixth String: Pluck the sixth string (the thickest string) and gradually lower its pitch.
You want to drop it from E to D.

3. Use a Tuner: If you’re using a digital tuner, pluck the string and watch the display. As you lower
the pitch, your goal is to reach D.



4. Check the Pitch: After you believe you’ve reached D, pluck the string again and ensure that the
tuner reads D. It should sound one whole step lower than the standard E pitch.

Step 3: Tune the Rest of the Strings

There’s no need to adjust the other strings; they remain in standard tuning (A, D, G, B, E). However,
you can play a D chord to ensure that everything sounds harmonious.

Step 4: Fine-Tune and Adjust

After tuning your sixth string, play some chords and scales to check if the tuning feels right. Make
minor adjustments as needed to ensure that the guitar sounds good across all strings.

Benefits of Drop D Tuning

Drop D tuning offers several advantages for guitarists:

Simplified Chord Shapes

- Power Chords: With the sixth string tuned down to D, you can play power chords more easily. For
example, to play a D power chord, simply play the open sixth string along with the fifth fret of the
fifth string.
- Open D Chords: Many open-chord shapes become simpler in drop D, allowing for easier transitions
and finger placements.

Rich Tone and Texture

- Deeper Sound: The lower pitch of the sixth string adds richness to your overall sound, making it
ideal for heavier music genres.
- Dynamic Range: This tuning allows for a broader dynamic range, enabling you to explore different
tonal possibilities.

Versatility in Playing Styles

- Fingerstyle and Flatpicking: Drop D tuning is perfect for fingerstyle guitarists, as it allows for
unique bass lines and melodies simultaneously.
- Songwriting: The distinct sound of drop D tuning can inspire new riffs and chord progressions,
making it a great tool for songwriters.



Popular Songs in Drop D Tuning

Many famous songs utilize drop D tuning. Here’s a list of some popular tracks that you can learn and
play in this tuning:

"Everlong" by Foo Fighters

"Black Hole Sun" by Soundgarden

"Kashmir" by Led Zeppelin

"Creep" by Radiohead

"Smells Like Teen Spirit" by Nirvana

"The Ocean" by Led Zeppelin

Learning these songs can help you get accustomed to the nuances of drop D tuning while also
providing a solid musical foundation.

Tips for Practicing in Drop D Tuning

Once you’ve tuned your guitar to drop D, consider the following tips to maximize your practice
sessions:

Experiment with New Chords

- Explore different chord shapes that are unique to drop D tuning. This can open up new possibilities
and help you develop your style.

Incorporate Fingerpicking Techniques

- Try fingerpicking patterns that utilize the open sixth string. This can create a fuller sound and add
complexity to your playing.

Write Your Own Riffs

- Use the unique sound of drop D tuning to inspire your own compositions. The deep bass notes can
serve as a solid foundation for your melodies.



Conclusion

Learning how to drop d tuning guitar is a rewarding experience that can enhance your playing
and creativity. With its unique sound and simplified chord structures, drop D tuning can breathe new
life into your guitar playing. Whether you’re a beginner or an experienced player, experimenting
with this tuning can lead to exciting musical discoveries. So grab your guitar, tune it down to drop
D, and start exploring the vast possibilities that await you!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Drop D tuning on a guitar?
Drop D tuning is a way of tuning a guitar where the sixth string (the low E string) is tuned down a
whole step to D, resulting in the tuning D A D G B E from the lowest string to the highest.

How do you tune your guitar to Drop D?
To tune your guitar to Drop D, you can use a tuner or do it by ear. Lower the pitch of the sixth string
(low E) down to D, while keeping the other strings in standard tuning.

What are the benefits of using Drop D tuning?
Drop D tuning allows for easier power chords, a deeper bass sound, and the ability to play certain
riffs and melodies more easily, making it popular in rock and metal music.

Can I use a capo in Drop D tuning?
Yes, you can use a capo in Drop D tuning. Just place it on the desired fret, and all strings will be
raised in pitch, while maintaining the Drop D tuning on the sixth string.

What songs are commonly played in Drop D tuning?
Many songs are played in Drop D tuning, including 'Everlong' by Foo Fighters, 'Kashmir' by Led
Zeppelin, and 'Smells Like Teen Spirit' by Nirvana.

How can I tell if my guitar is in Drop D tuning?
You can tell if your guitar is in Drop D tuning by playing the open sixth string and checking if it
matches the sound of the fourth string (D) when played open. If they match, you’re in Drop D.

How does Drop D tuning affect chord shapes?
In Drop D tuning, some chord shapes change due to the lowered sixth string. For example, a
standard E major shape becomes a D major shape, making it easier to play certain chords and
progressions.
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