how to get away with murder parents guide

how to get away with murder parents guide is an essential resource for parents navigating the complex
themes presented in the popular television series. This guide offers insights into the show's content,
themes, and how to discuss these with young viewers. As parents, understanding the narrative, character
development, and moral dilemmas posed by the series can help facilitate important conversations with
children and teenagers about ethics, consequences, and the justice system. This article will delve into the
show’s premise, provide a thorough examination of its themes, offer tips for parental guidance, and address

commeon concermns.
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Understanding the Show's Premise

How to Get Away with Murder is a legal drama series created by Peter Nowalk and produced by Shonda
Rhimes. The show revolves around Annalise Keating, a brilliant and charismatic law professor played by
Viola Davis, who selects a group of her best students to work at her law firm. As the series progresses, the
narrative unfolds around a murder mystery that intertwines the lives of these students with their

professor, leading to a series of ethical dilemmas and dramatic twists.

The story is set against the backdrop of a university law program and explores various legal cases that
challenge the characters’ moral compasses. Each episode reveals layers of character depth while presenting

complex legal strategies, which can sometimes blur the lines between right and wrong.

Thematic Elements of the Series

The series tackles numerous thought-provoking themes, including morality, justice, betrayal, and the

consequences of one's actions. These themes can be particularly impactful for young viewers, as they often



reflect real-world scenarios and ethical dilemmas.

Moral Ambiguity

One of the most prominent themes in How to Get Away with Murder is moral ambiguity. Characters
frequently find themselves in morally questionable situations, prompting viewers to consider what they
would do in similar circumstances. This theme can lead to rich discussions about ethics and the complexities

of human behavior.

Consequences of Actions

The show emphasizes that actions have consequences, often in severe and unforeseen ways. This theme
can be a crucial point for parents to discuss with their children, as it relates to decision-making and

responsibility.

Justice System Critique

The series also critiques the American justice system, highlighting its flaws and the impact of socio-
economic status on legal outcomes. Understanding these critiques can help parents explain the complexities

of law and justice to their children.

Age Appropriateness and Viewer Discretion

How to Get Away with Murder is rated TV-14 and contains mature themes, including violence, strong
language, and sexual content. Parents should consider the maturity level of their children when deciding
whether the show is appropriate for them. It is essential to evaluate individual sensitivity to such content

and the ability to comprehend the show's themes.

e Consider the age of the viewer.
o Assess the viewer's maturity and sensitivity to violence and mature themes.
¢ Be aware of the show's pacing and complexity.

e Watch a few episodes together to gauge appropriateness.

Parental Guidance Tips

To effectively navigate the themes presented in How to Get Away with Murder, parents can implement



several guidance strategies. These approaches can help foster open communication and understanding

between parents and children.

Watch Together

Watching the series together can provide an opportunity for parents to engage with their children about

the content. This shared experience allows parents to address questions or concerns as they arise.

Encourage Open Dialogue

Parents should encourage their children to express their thoughts and feelings about the show. This
dialogue can help children process the complex themes and learn to articulate their views on morality and

justice.

Focus on Critical Thinking

Encouraging critical thinking can help children understand the implications of the show's events. Asking

open-ended questions about character motivations and ethical dilemmas can stimulate deeper discussions.

How to Discuss Sensitive Themes with Children

Addressing sensitive themes in How to Get Away with Murder requires a thoughtful approach. Here are

strategies to facilitate these discussions:

Start with what they know: Begin conversations by asking what they think about the show.

Clarify misconceptions: Be prepared to correct any misunderstandings about the legal system or

moral issues.

Relate to real life: Use examples from the show to discuss real-life legal and ethical issues.

Promote empathy: Encourage understanding of different perspectives, especially of the characters'

motivations.

Common Questions and Concerns

Parents may have various questions regarding How to Get Away with Murder and its suitability for

younger audiences. Understanding these concerns can help parents make informed decisions.



Q What age is appropriate for watching How to Get Away with
Murder?

A: The show is rated TV-14, making it generally suitable for viewers aged 14 and older, but parental

discretion is advised based on individual maturity levels.

Q How can I explain the show's complex themes to my child?

A: Start by discussing the basic premise of the show and encourage questions. Use specific examples from

episodes to explain moral dilemmas and the justice system.

Q: Is the show suitable for family viewing?

A: While it can foster discussions about ethics and morality, the mature content may not be appropriate for

all family members. Consider watching it together or previewing episodes first.

Q How can I address my child's questions about violence in the show?

A: Acknowledge the violence, discuss its context within the plot, and emphasize the consequences faced by

characters. Encourage empathy and critical thinking about such themes.

Q What if my child feels distressed after watching an episode?

A: It is essential to provide a supportive environment. Discuss their feelings openly, reassure them, and

help them process any troubling scenes or themes.

Q Can watching this show impact my child's views on morality?

A: Yes, the show presents complex moral dilemmas that can influence young viewers. Parents should

engage in discussions to help children develop their understanding of right and wrong.

Q How often should I discuss the show with my child?

A: It is beneficial to have ongoing discussions, especially after significant episodes or events, to reinforce

learning and understanding of the themes presented.



Q: Does the show provide a realistic portrayal of the justice system?

A: While the show dramatizes legal proceedings for entertainment, it does highlight certain real-life issues

within the justice system, which can be discussed with viewers.

Q What are the potential educational benefits of watching the show?

A: The show can enhance understanding of legal concepts, encourage critical thinking, and provide a basis

for discussions about morality, ethics, and social justice.
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