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How To IN-TEXT CITE AN INTERVIEW IN MLA

How TO IN-TEXT CITE AN INTERVIEW MLA IS AN ESSENTIAL SKILL FOR STUDENTS AND RESEARCHERS WHO AIM TO INCORPORATE
PERSONAL INTERVIEWS AS PRIMARY SOURCES IN THEIR WRITING. CITING INTERVIEWS PROPERLY NOT ONLY LENDS CREDIBILITY TO
YOUR WORK BUT ALSO ALLOWS READERS TO TRACE THE ORIGINAL SOURCES OF INFORMATION. THE MODERN L ANGUAGE
ASSOCIATION (MLA) STYLE PROVIDES SPECIFIC GUIDELINES FOR CITING INTERVIEWS, WHETHER THEY ARE PUBLISHED OR
UNPUBLISHED. THIS ARTICLE WILL GUIDE YOU THROUGH THE PROCESS OF IN-TEXT CITING INTERVIEWS IN MLA FORMAT,
PROVIDING EXAMPLES AND TIPS FOR BEST PRACTICES.

UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENT T YPES OF INTERVIEWS

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE CITATION PROCESS, IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF INTERVIEWS:

1. PUBLISHED INTERVIEWS: THESE ARE INTERVIEWS THAT HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED IN BOOKS, ARTICLES, OR OTHER MEDIA. THEY
CAN BE CITED SIMILARLY TO WRITTEN WORKS.

2. UNPUBLISHED INTERVIEWS: THESE ARE PERSONAL INTERVIEWS THAT YOU CONDUCT YOURSELF AND HAVE NOT BEEN PUBLISHED
ELSEWHERE. THESE REQUIRE A DIFFERENT APPROACH IN YOUR CITATIONS.

3. RECORDED INTERVIEWS: INTERVIEWS THAT HAVE BEEN RECORDED IN AUDIO OR VIDEO FORMAT CAN ALSO BE CITED, DEPENDING
ON HOW YOU ACCESSED THEM.

(UNDERST ANDING THESE DISTINCTIONS WILL HELP YOU DETERMINE HOW TO APPROACH YOUR CITATIONS ACCURATELY.

BAsic FORMAT For IN-TEXT CITATIONS IN MLA

IN-TEXT CITATIONS INMLA FORMAT TYPICALLY INCLUDE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME AND THE PAGE NUMBER FROM WHERE THE
INFORMATION \WAS TAKEN. HO\X/EVER, SINCE INTERVIEWS DO NOT HAVE PAGE NUMBERS, THE CITATION WILL DIFFER SLIGHTLY
BASED ON THE TYPE OF INTERVIEW.

CITING PUBLISHED INTERVIEWS

FOR INTERVIEWS THAT HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED, YOU CAN CITE THEM SIMILARLY TO HOW YOU WOULD CITE A BOOK OR AN
ARTICLE. THE FORMAT GENERALLY FOLLOWS THIS STRUCTURE:

- FormAT: (LAST NAME OF INTERVIEWEE)

- ExaMpLE: (SMITH)

IF YOU MENTION THE INTERVIEWEE'S NAME IN YOUR TEXT, YOU ONLY NEED TO INCLUDE THE PAGE NUMBER IN PARENTHESES.

- EXAMPLE: ACCORDING TO SMITH, THE RESULTS OF THE STUDY WERE INCONCLUSIVE (45).

IF YOU ARE QUOTING OR PARAPHRASING SPECIFIC CONTENT FROM THE INTERVIEW , INCLUDE THE PAGE NUMBER IF APPLICABLE.

- EXAMPLE: “THE STUDY REVEALED UNEXPECTED VARIABLES” (SMITH 45).



CITING UNPUBLISHED INTERVIEWS

\W/HEN IT COMES TO UNPUBLISHED INTERVIEWS, THE IN-TEXT CITATION FORMAT CHANGES SLIGHTLY. IN THIS CASE, YOU CAN
CITE THE INTERVIEWEE’S LAST NAME AND INCLUDE A DESCRIPTOR IN YOUR TEXT.

- ForRMAT: (LAST NAME OF INTERVIEWEE, “INTERVIEW )

- ExAMPLE: (JonEs, “INTERVIEW”)

IF YOU MENTION THE INTERVIEWEE’S NAME IN YOUR TEXT, YOU MIGHT WRITE:

- EXAMPLE: IN A RECENT INTERVIEW, JONES STATED THAT THE COMMUNITY PROGRAM WAS HIGHLY EFFECTIVE.

IF YOU ARE QUOTING FROM THE INTERVIEW AND THE INTERVIEWER IS RELEVANT, YOU MIGHT WANT TO INCLUDE THAT IN YOUR
CITATION.

- EXAMPLE: ACCORDING TO JONES, “THE COMMUNITY PROGRAM HAS CHANGED LIVES” (JONES, “INTERVIEW”).

CITING RECORDED INTERVIEWS

RECORDED INTERVIEWS FOLLOW A SIMILAR PATTERN TO UNPUBLISHED INTERVIEWS. HOWEVER, IF YOU ACCESSED THE RECORDING
THROUGH A SPECIFIC MEDIUM (LIKE A FILM, PODCAST, OR ONLINE PLATFORM), YOU MAY WANT TO MENTION THAT MEDIUM IN
YOUR IN-TEXT CITATION.

- ForMAT: (LAST NAME OF INTERVIEWEE)

- ExampLE: (TAYLOR)

IF THE INTERVIEW HAS A SPECIFIC TITLE, YOU COULD ALSO INCLUDE THAT FOR CLARITY.

- EXAMPLE: AS TAYLOR MENTIONED IN THE PODCAST, “INNOVATION IS KEY TO SUCCESS” (TAYLOR, “INNOVATIVE IDEAS™).

CreATING A WoRks CITED ENTRY

W/HILE IN-TEXT CITATIONS PROVIDE IMMEDIATE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SOURCE, A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF ALL SOURCES IS
REQUIRED IN THE W/ ORkS CITED PAGE. HERE’S HOW TO FORMAT DIFFERENT TYPES OF INTERVIEWS IN YOUR W/ oRrRkS CITED
SECTION.

¥ orks CITED FORMAT FOR PUBLISHED INTERVIEWS

FOR PUBLISHED INTERVIEWS, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS!

- FORMAT: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME OF INTERVIEWEE. “TITLE OF INTERVIEW.” TITLE OF SOURCE, EDITED BY EDITOR’S NAME (IF
APPLICABLE), PUBLISHER, PUBLICATION DATE, PAGE RANGE.

- EXAMPLE: SMITH, JOHN. “THE IMPACT OF RENEWABLE ENERGY.” ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES JOURNAL, EDITED BY SARAH GREEN,
AcADEMIC Press, 2022, pp. 34-40.

¥ orks CITED FORMAT FOR UNPUBLISHED INTERVIEWS



FOR UNPUBLISHED INTERVIEWS, USE THIS FORMAT:

- FORMAT: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME OF INTERVIEWEE. “INTERVIEW BY INTERVIEWER’S FIRST NAME LAST NAME.” DATE OF
INTERVIEW.

- EXAMPLE: JONES, MARY. “INTERVIEW BY SARAH WHITE.” 15 JuLy 2023.

¥ orkS CITED FORMAT FOR RECORDED INTERVIEWS

FOR RECORDED INTERVIEWS, FOLLOW THIS STRUCTURE!:

- FORMAT: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME OF INTERVIEWEE. “TITLE OF INTERVIEW.” TITLE OF SOURCE, DIRECTED/PRODUCED BY FIRST
NAME LAST NAME, PUBLISHER, PUBLICATION DATE.

- EXAMPLE: TAYLOR, JAMES. “INNOVATIVE IDEAS.” THE FUTURE OF TECHNOLOGY, DIRECTED BY EMILY BROWN, TECH MEDIA,
2023.

BesT PRACTICES FOR CITING INTERVIEWS

W/HEN INCLUDING INTERVIEWS IN YOUR ACADEMIC W ORK, CONSIDER THE FOLLOW!ING BEST PRACTICES:

® ALWAYS ENSURE THAT THE INTERVIEW IS RELEVANT AND ADDS VALUE TO YOUR RESEARCH.
o KEEP A DETAILED RECORD OF ALL INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED, INCLUDING NOTES ON THE CONTENT AND CONTEXT.
e BE CONSISTENT IN YOUR CITATION STYLE THROUGHOUT YOUR PAPER.

® \W/HEN POSSIBLE, OBTAIN PERMISSION FROM THE INTERVIEWEE TO USE THEIR INSIGHTS IN YOUR W ORK.

CoNcLUSION

KNOWING HOW TO IN-TEXT CITE AN INTERVIEW MLA IS CRUCIAL FOR ENSURING THE INTEGRITY AND CREDIBILITY OF YOUR
ACADEMIC WORK. BY UNDERSTANDING THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PUBLISHED AND UNPUBLISHED INTERVIEWS AND ADHERING TO THE
APPROPRIATE FORMATS FOR IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND W/ oRkS CITED ENTRIES, YOU CAN EFFECTIVELY INCORPORATE INTERVIEWS
INTO YOUR RESEARCH.

BY FOLLOWING THE GUIDELINES OUTLINED IN THIS ARTICLE, YOU WILL BE WELL-EQUIPPED TO CITE INTERVIEWS ACCURATELY
AND RESPONSIBLY, ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF YOUR SCHOLARLY WRITING.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE BASIC FORMAT FOR IN-TEXT CITING AN INTERVIEW IN MLA?

INMLA FORMAT, YOU TYPICALLY CITE AN INTERVIEW IN-TEXT BY INCLUDING THE INTERVIEWEE'S LAST NAME IN PARENTHESES.
For eEXAMPLE: (SMITH).



Do | NEED TO INCLUDE THE INTERVIEWER'S NAME IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION?

No, INMLA FORMAT, YOU ONLY NEED TO INCLUDE THE INTERVIEWEE'S LAST NAME IN THE IN-TEXT CITATION, NOT THE
INTERVIEWER'S.

How Do | CITE A PERSONAL INTERVIEW IN MY WORKS CITED PAGE?

FOR A PERSONAL INTERVIEW, THE CITATION SHOULD BE FORMATTED AS FOLLOWS: LAST NAME, FIRST NAME. PERSONAL
INTERVIEW. DATE OF INTERVIEW. FOR EXAMPLE: SMITH, JOHN. PERSONAL INTERVIEW. 15 Mar. 2023.

WHAT IF THE INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED VIA EMAIL OR ONLINE?

FOR EMAIL OR ONLINE INTERVIEWS, YOU WOULD FORMAT THE CITATION SIMILARLY BUT SPECIFY THE MEDIUM. FOR EXAMPLE:
Dok, JANE. EMAIL INTERVIEW. 10 APr. 2023.

How Do | CITE A PUBLISHED INTERVIEW IN-TEXT?

FOR A PUBLISHED INTERVIE\X/, INCLUDE THE INTERVIE\X/EE,S LAST NAME AND THE PAGE NUMBER IF AVAILABLE, LIKE THIS: (SMITH
23).

IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN CITING A FORMAL INTERVIEW AND A CASUAL ONE?

NO, THE IN-TEXT CITATION FORMAT REMAINS THE SAME REGARDLESS OF THE FORMALITY OF THE INTERVIEW. YOU STILL CITE THE
INTERVIEWEE'S LAST NAME.

CAN | USE A CITATION FROM AN INTERVIEW | FOUND IN A BOOK OR ARTICLE?

YES, IF YOU ARE CITING AN INTERVIEW FOUND WITHIN A BOOK OR ARTICLE, USE THE AUTHOR'S LAST NAME FOR THE IN-TEXT
CITATION, ALONG WITH THE PAGE NUMBER IF APPLICABLE, LIKE THIS: (DoE 45).
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