
how to interview someone for an article

How to interview someone for an article is an essential skill for any writer looking to produce

compelling and informative content. Conducting an interview can be a rewarding experience that

allows you to gather insights, opinions, and narratives directly from your subject. However, successful

interviewing requires preparation, strategy, and effective communication skills. In this article, we will

explore the steps and techniques you need to master to conduct interviews that result in high-quality

articles.

Understanding the Purpose of the Interview

Before diving into the logistics of how to interview someone, it's crucial to clarify your objectives.

Understanding the purpose of the interview will guide your approach and help you formulate relevant

questions.

Define Your Goals

- Identify the topic: What is the main subject of your article?

- Determine the angle: What unique perspective do you want to explore?

- Know your audience: Who will be reading your article, and what information will they find valuable?

By clearly defining your goals, you can tailor your interview to gather pertinent information that aligns

with your article's theme.



Choose the Right Interviewee

Selecting the right person to interview is critical. Consider the following factors:

- Expertise: Does the interviewee have relevant experience or knowledge in the subject area?

- Perspective: Can they provide a unique viewpoint that will add depth to your article?

- Availability: Are they willing and able to participate in the interview?

Research potential interviewees through social media, academic publications, or industry events to find

individuals who will enrich your article.

Preparing for the Interview

Preparation is key to conducting a successful interview. Proper planning ensures that you make the

most of your time with the interviewee.

Research Your Subject

Before the interview, gather background information on the topic and the interviewee. This research

can include:

- Reading articles: Look for previous interviews or articles the interviewee has written.

- Understanding the context: Familiarize yourself with the broader landscape of the topic.

- Exploring current trends: Stay updated on recent developments related to your subject matter.

Having a solid foundation of knowledge will help you formulate insightful questions and engage in

meaningful conversations.



Crafting Your Questions

Creating a list of questions is essential for guiding the interview. Aim for a mix of open-ended and

specific questions to elicit detailed responses.

- Open-ended questions: These encourage elaborate answers. For example, “Can you describe your

experience with...?”

- Specific questions: These focus on particular details. For instance, “What challenges did you face

during...?”

Consider organizing your questions into categories to maintain a logical flow during the interview:

1. Background questions: Help establish context.

2. Experience-related questions: Dive deeper into the interviewee's personal insights.

3. Opinion questions: Encourage them to share their thoughts on relevant issues.

Conducting the Interview

When it’s time for the interview, creating a comfortable environment is crucial for eliciting honest and

thoughtful responses.

Setting the Scene

- Choose a suitable location: Opt for a quiet, distraction-free space that allows for a relaxed

conversation. If the interview is virtual, ensure both parties have a reliable internet connection.

- Establish rapport: Begin with small talk or personal anecdotes before transitioning into the formal

interview to make the interviewee feel at ease.



Active Listening Techniques

During the interview, practice active listening to engage with your subject fully:

- Maintain eye contact: This fosters connection and shows you are engaged.

- Nod and respond: Use verbal affirmations like “I see” or “That’s interesting” to encourage the

interviewee to continue.

- Avoid interruptions: Allow them to complete their thoughts before jumping in with follow-up questions.

Follow-Up Questions and Adaptability

Sometimes, the best insights come from unexpected directions. Be prepared to ask follow-up

questions based on the interviewee's responses.

Encouraging Elaboration

When you hear something intriguing, don’t hesitate to ask for clarification or elaboration. Phrases like:

- “Can you tell me more about that?”

- “What do you mean by…?”

- “How did that affect you?”

These prompts can lead to deeper discussions and richer content for your article.

Being Adaptable

While having a set list of questions is essential, be open to deviating from your script. If your



interviewee shares something particularly interesting or relevant, follow that thread to uncover more

valuable insights.

Wrapping Up the Interview

As the interview nears its conclusion, it’s important to leave a positive final impression.

Summarizing Key Points

Before ending the interview, summarize the key points discussed to confirm accuracy and

understanding. This can also prompt the interviewee to add any final thoughts or clarify any

ambiguities.

Expressing Gratitude

Thank your interviewee for their time and insights. A simple expression of appreciation can go a long

way in leaving a lasting impression.

Post-Interview Steps

Once the interview is over, there are several key steps to take before you start writing your article.

Review Your Notes



Soon after the interview, review your notes or recordings while the conversation is still fresh in your

mind. Highlight key quotes and insights that resonate with your article’s angle.

Follow Up

If you need clarification on any points or want to include additional information, don’t hesitate to reach

out to your interviewee. They may appreciate your commitment to accuracy and completeness.

Conclusion

Mastering the art of interviewing is vital for writers looking to create engaging and informative articles.

By understanding the purpose of your interview, preparing thoroughly, and conducting the conversation

with care, you can gather valuable insights that elevate your writing. Remember, each interview is an

opportunity to learn and connect, so approach it with curiosity and respect. With practice and patience,

you’ll become a skilled interviewer, capable of capturing the essence of your subjects and translating

their stories into compelling narratives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key steps to prepare for an interview for an article?

Start by researching your interviewee and the topic thoroughly. Create a list of insightful questions that

align with your article's angle. Familiarize yourself with their background to ask relevant follow-up

questions.



How can I make the interviewee feel comfortable during the interview?

Begin with casual conversation to break the ice and build rapport. Choose a relaxed setting and

reassure them that their thoughts are valued. This will encourage openness and honesty.

What types of questions should I ask to get valuable insights?

Ask open-ended questions that encourage detailed responses. Include a mix of personal experiences,

opinions, and hypothetical scenarios to elicit deeper insights.

How can I handle sensitive topics during an interview?

Approach sensitive topics with empathy and care. Be clear about why you're asking and allow the

interviewee to skip questions they are uncomfortable with. Respect their boundaries.

What should I do if the interviewee provides vague or unhelpful

answers?

Politely ask follow-up questions to clarify their responses. Rephrase your questions or ask for specific

examples to encourage them to elaborate on their thoughts.

How can I effectively record and take notes during the interview?

Use a digital recorder for accuracy, but also take notes to highlight key points and your thoughts.

Inform the interviewee about the recording for transparency, and ensure you have a backup method in

case of technical issues.
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