
how to make a snow globe
How to make a snow globe is a delightful and creative project that adds a personal touch
to your home decor or makes for an excellent gift. Snow globes have been cherished for
generations, captivating people with their enchanting scenes encapsulated in glass. In this
article, we will explore step-by-step instructions, materials needed, and tips to create your
very own snow globe. Whether you want to capture a winter wonderland, a favorite
holiday scene, or a momentous occasion, crafting a snow globe can be a fulfilling and
enjoyable activity for all ages.

Materials Needed

Before diving into the creation process, it's essential to gather all the necessary materials.
Here’s a comprehensive list of what you will need:

- Glass jar or container: This will serve as the main body of your snow globe. You can use
mason jars, baby food jars, or any glass container with a tight-sealing lid.
- Figure or scene: Choose a small figurine, toy, or scene that will be the centerpiece of
your snow globe. Popular choices include holiday-themed figures, animals, or miniature
buildings.
- Water: Regular tap water usually works, but distilled water can also be used to prevent
cloudiness.
- Glycerin: This thick liquid helps slow down the movement of the “snow” when the globe
is shaken. It can usually be found in pharmacies or craft stores.
- Glitter or fake snow: This will create the snow effect inside your globe. You can use white
glitter, iridescent glitter, or pre-made fake snow.
- Hot glue gun and glue sticks: This will be used to secure your figurine to the base of the
jar.
- Food coloring (optional): If you want to add a colorful twist to your snow globe, a drop of
food coloring can be added to the water.
- Sealant (optional): To ensure that your globe stays sealed and leak-proof, you can use a
waterproof sealant or silicone.

Step-by-Step Instructions

Now that you have all your materials ready, let’s get started on how to make a snow globe.

Step 1: Prepare Your Base

1. Choose a clean glass jar: Make sure your jar is clean and dry. Remove any labels and
wash it thoroughly to ensure there are no residues.
2. Secure your figurine: Using the hot glue gun, attach your figurine to the inside of the
jar lid. Be generous with the glue but avoid excess that might ooze out when you place the



lid on.

Step 2: Create Your Scene

1. Arrange the scene: Before adding water, consider how you want your scene to look. If
you have multiple figures, arrange them in a way that looks appealing.
2. Add decorative elements: If desired, you can add small decorations like pine cones, faux
flowers, or other small items around the main figure for added visual interest.

Step 3: Fill the Jar with Water

1. Prepare the water mixture: Fill your jar with water, leaving some space at the top. If
you want to add glycerin, a good ratio is about 1 tablespoon of glycerin for every cup of
water. This will help the glitter or snow float more slowly.
2. Add food coloring (optional): If you want to tint the water, add a drop or two of food
coloring. Stir the mixture gently to distribute the color evenly.

Step 4: Add Glitter or Fake Snow

1. Choose your snow: Depending on your preference, you can use glitter, fake snow, or a
combination of both. Sprinkle a few tablespoons into the water. You can adjust the amount
based on how snowy you want the globe to appear.
2. Stir gently: Use a spoon or a stick to mix the water and snow gently. This will help
prevent clumping.

Step 5: Assemble the Snow Globe

1. Insert the lid: Carefully place the lid with the glued figurine onto the jar. Ensure that
the figurine is centered and aligned properly.
2. Seal the jar: If you want to ensure that your globe is leak-proof, apply a line of
waterproof sealant around the rim of the jar before sealing the lid. This is an optional step,
but it can help prevent potential leaks.

Step 6: Shake and Enjoy!

1. Test it out: Shake the snow globe gently to see the glitter or snow swirl around your
figurine. Enjoy the mesmerizing effect!
2. Display your creation: Place your snow globe in a spot where you can admire it.
Consider using a small stand or creating a decorative base to enhance its appearance.



Tips for Customization

Making a snow globe is not just about following strict instructions; it’s an opportunity to
get creative! Here are some tips for customizing your snow globe:

- Theme Ideas: Consider creating a snow globe based on themes like holidays (Christmas,
Halloween), seasons (spring flowers, summer beach), or personal moments (wedding,
birthday).
- Color Schemes: Experiment with different colors of glitter or artificial snow. Silver, gold,
and iridescent options can add a unique touch.
- Lighting Effects: For an extra magical effect, place an LED light under the globe to
illuminate it from below.
- Personal Touch: Include personal items like small photos or keepsakes that represent
cherished memories.

Creative Uses for Snow Globes

Snow globes can serve various purposes beyond being decorative pieces. Here are some
creative uses for your handmade snow globes:

1. Gifts: Snow globes make thoughtful gifts for friends and family. Personalize them based
on the recipient’s interests or favorite memories.
2. Party Favors: Create mini snow globes as party favors for events like weddings, baby
showers, or birthdays.
3. Home Decor: Use snow globes as part of your home decor. Group them with other
decorative items or display them on shelves or tables.
4. Seasonal Displays: Change the scene in your snow globe according to the season or
holiday, keeping your decor fresh and exciting.

Conclusion

In summary, making a snow globe is a fun and rewarding project that allows for creativity
and personalization. With just a few materials and a little time, you can create a magical
piece of art that brings joy to your home or makes a heartfelt gift. Whether you follow the
steps closely or add your unique flair, the end result is sure to be a delightful treasure. So
gather your supplies, let your creativity flow, and enjoy the enchanting process of how to
make a snow globe!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a snow globe?
To make a snow globe, you will need a glass jar with a lid, distilled water, glycerin, glitter



or artificial snow, and a small figurine or decoration to place inside.

How do I prepare the jar for my snow globe?
First, clean the jar thoroughly and ensure the lid is dry. Then, glue your chosen figurine to
the inside of the lid using a strong adhesive, allowing it to dry completely before
assembling the globe.

What is the purpose of glycerin in a snow globe?
Glycerin thickens the water, which helps slow down the movement of the glitter or snow,
creating a more realistic falling effect when the globe is shaken.

Can I use tap water instead of distilled water for my
snow globe?
While you can use tap water, distilled water is recommended as it prevents cloudiness and
algae growth over time, keeping your snow globe looking clear and beautiful.

How do I assemble the snow globe after preparing the
materials?
Fill the jar with distilled water, add a few drops of glycerin, and sprinkle in your glitter or
artificial snow. Then, carefully place the lid with the figurine onto the jar, ensuring it's
sealed tightly.

How do I prevent leaks in my homemade snow globe?
To prevent leaks, apply a layer of waterproof sealant or silicone around the rim of the jar
where the lid screws on, and make sure the lid is securely tightened after filling the globe.
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