how to make a wig

Making a wig is a rewarding craft that allows you to express your creativity and style while providing
a practical solution for those experiencing hair loss or wanting to change their look without
committing to a haircut. This comprehensive guide will walk you through the essential steps and
materials required to create your own custom wig. Whether you're a beginner or have some
experience, you'll find valuable tips and techniques to help you along the way.

Understanding the Basics of Wig Making

Before diving into the actual process of making a wig, it's important to understand the different types
and components involved in wig making.

Types of Wigs

1. Hand-tied Wigs: These wigs are made by tying individual hair strands onto a lace or mesh base.
They offer a natural look and are often more breathable.

2. Machine-made Wigs: These wigs are constructed using a sewing machine, making them more
affordable and quicker to produce. They typically have a sturdier base.

3. Custom Wigs: These wigs are tailored specifically to the wearer’s measurements and preferences,
providing the best fit and style.

Components of a Wig

- Base Material: This is the foundation of the wig, which can be made from lace, silk, or a stretchy
fabric.

- Hair Type: You can choose from synthetic hair or human hair. Synthetic hair is often more affordable
but may not blend as naturally as human hair.

- Adhesives and Fasteners: These are used to secure the wig in place, including wig caps, glues, and
clips.

- Tools: Essential tools include scissors, a needle and thread, a wig stand, and a comb.

Gathering Materials

To make a wig, you will need a variety of materials. Here is a comprehensive list:
1. Base Material: Choose a lace or mesh material according to your preference.

2. Hair: Decide on synthetic or human hair. Purchase enough to cover your wig base completely.



3. Wig Cap: This will serve as a foundation for attaching the hair.
4. Adhesives: Consider wig glue or tape for securing the wig.

5. Tools:

- Scissors

- Needle and thread

- Wig stand

- Comb
- Clips (optional for sectioning)

Preparing to Make the Wig

Now that you have all your materials, you can begin the process of making your wig. Follow these
steps for preparation:

Step 1: Measure Your Head

- Use a measuring tape to measure the circumference of your head. Key measurements include:
- Front to nape

- Ear to ear across the forehead

- Ear to ear over the crown

- Nape of the neck to the crown

These measurements will help you create a wig that fits securely.

Step 2: Create a Wig Template

- Use a piece of paper or cardboard to create a template based on your measurements. This will serve
as a guide for cutting your base material.

Step 3: Cut the Base Material

- Cut the base material according to your template. Be sure to leave extra material around the edges
for securing.

Constructing the Wig

With your base prepared, it’s time to start constructing the wig.



Step 4: Attach the Wig Cap

- If using a wig cap, place it on the wig stand and secure it with clips. This will provide stability as you
attach the hair.

Step 5: Prepare the Hair

- If using bundles of hair, separate them into smaller sections. This will make it easier to attach them
to the base.

Step 6: Sew or Glue the Hair onto the Base

- Sewing Method:

1. Thread your needle and knot the end.

2. Starting from the nape, sew the first weft of hair onto the base, ensuring it’s aligned properly.

3. Continue to sew the wefts, moving from the bottom to the top, and overlap the wefts slightly for
coverage.

- Gluing Method:

1. Apply a thin layer of wig glue onto the base.

2. Press the hair weft onto the glue and hold until it sets.

3. Continue applying glue and hair wefts, ensuring even coverage.

Step 7: Cut and Style the Wig

- Once all hair is attached, use scissors to trim the wig to your desired length and style. This is your
opportunity to create bangs, layers, or any other style you desire.

Finishing Touches

Now that your wig is constructed, it's time to add the final touches.

Step 8: Apply Adhesive and Secure the Wig

- If using wig glue, apply a thin layer along your hairline and press the wig into place. Hold for a few
minutes to ensure it adheres properly.
- Alternatively, you can use clips or a wig grip band for a more temporary solution.



Step 9: Style the Wig

- Use heat styling tools, like curling irons or straighteners, if you're using human hair. For synthetic
hair, be cautious as high heat can damage the fibers.

Caring for Your Wig

To ensure longevity and maintain the appearance of your wig, follow these care tips:

1. Cleaning: Gently wash your wig with a sulfate-free shampoo and conditioner. Rinse thoroughly and
let it air dry.

2. Storage: Store your wig on a stand or in a box to maintain its shape.

3. Styling: Use products specifically designed for wigs, and avoid excessive heat on synthetic fibers.

Conclusion

Making a wig can be a fulfilling and creative endeavor. With the right materials, tools, and techniques,
you can create a custom piece that suits your style and needs. Whether it’s for personal use,
performance, or fashion, a handmade wig offers versatility and uniqueness that store-bought options
often lack. As you gain experience, you may even experiment with different styles, colors, and
techniques, further enhancing your wig-making skills. Enjoy the process and wear your creation with
confidence!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do | need to make a wig?

To make a wig, you'll need a wig cap, hair wefts or bundles, a sewing needle, thread, scissors, and
optionally, wig glue or adhesive, a mannequin head, and a comb.

How do | choose the right wig cap size?

To choose the right wig cap size, measure the circumference of your head and refer to the
manufacturer's sizing chart. Wig caps typically come in small, medium, and large sizes.

Can | use real human hair for making a wig?

Yes, you can use real human hair for making a wig, as it offers a natural look and can be styled just
like your own hair. However, it tends to be more expensive than synthetic hair.



What is the best method to attach the hair wefts to the wig
cap?

The best method to attach hair wefts to the wig cap is by sewing them on. Use a straight stitch or a
whip stitch for a secure hold, starting from the nape of the wig cap and working your way up.

How can | customize the wig's style?

You can customize the wig's style by cutting, layering, and styling it with heat tools, depending on
whether you are using synthetic or human hair. Always check the heat resistance before applying
heat.

What is the difference between hand-tied and machine-made
wigs?

Hand-tied wigs are made by individually knotting hair strands into the cap, providing a more natural
look and movement. Machine-made wigs are created using a sewing machine, making them more
affordable but less natural in appearance.

How do | care for my homemade wig?

To care for your homemade wig, wash it gently with sulfate-free shampoo and conditioner, avoid
excessive heat, store it on a wig stand, and detangle it using a wide-tooth comb.

Can | dye my wig once it is made?

Yes, you can dye your wig if it's made of human hair. Use a dye specifically formulated for hair and
follow the instructions carefully. Avoid dyeing synthetic wigs, as they may not hold color.

How long does it take to make a wig from scratch?

Making a wig from scratch can take anywhere from 4 to 8 hours, depending on your skill level and the
complexity of the design. Allow additional time for customizing and styling.
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