how to make button jewelry

How to make button jewelry is a fun and creative way to repurpose old buttons
and create unique accessories that showcase your personal style. Button
jewelry not only allows you to express your individuality but also helps you
to recycle and give new life to items that might otherwise be discarded.
Whether you’re a seasoned crafter or a beginner, making button jewelry can be
an enjoyable project that results in beautiful, one-of-a-kind pieces. In this
guide, we will explore various techniques, materials, and ideas to help you
get started with your button jewelry-making journey.

Getting Started with Button Jewelry

Before diving into the projects, it’s essential to gather your materials and
tools. Here’'s what you’ll need:

Materials Needed

e Buttons: Collect a variety of buttons in different sizes, colors, and
shapes.

e Jewelry findings: This includes earring hooks, necklace chains, and
bracelet bases.

e Adhesives: Use a strong craft glue or epoxy for attaching buttons.

e Wire: If making wire-based jewelry, choose jewelry wire that suits your
design.

e Beading supplies: Beads can be added for extra flair.

e Tools: Pliers, scissors, and a glue gun are essential for crafting.

Choosing the Right Buttons

The key to making stunning button jewelry lies in selecting the right
buttons. Here are some tips to help you choose:



Types of Buttons

1. Vintage Buttons: These can add a classic touch to your jewelry.
2. Colorful Buttons: Bright and bold colors can make your pieces stand out.

3. Shaped Buttons: Explore buttons in unique shapes like animals or flowers
for a whimsical look.

4. Material Variety: Use buttons made from different materials such as
plastic, metal, wood, or glass for texture contrast.

Basic Techniques for Making Button Jewelry

Once you have your buttons and materials ready, you can start creating. Here
are some basic techniques to get you started:

Button Earrings

Making earrings is one of the simplest projects. Here’s how to do it:

1. Choose two matching buttons or two complementary ones.
2. Attach an earring hook to the button using a jump ring.

3. For added flair, create a layered effect by gluing smaller buttons on
top of larger ones.

Button Bracelets

Creating a button bracelet can be as simple or complex as you want:

1. Cut a length of elastic cord or wire based on your wrist size.

2. String your chosen buttons onto the cord, alternating with beads if
desired.

3. Tie a knot to secure the ends or use crimp beads if working with wire.



Button Necklaces

For a statement piece, a button necklace can be a stunning addition to your
jewelry collection:

1. Choose a variety of buttons and arrange them on a flat surface until you
find a design you like.

2. Attach the buttons to a chain or cord using jump rings or glue for a
more permanent hold.

3. Consider adding a pendant or charm to enhance your design.

Advanced Techniques for Button Jewelry

Once you are comfortable with basic techniques, you can explore more advanced
designs and methods.

Button Brooches

Creating a button brooch is a fantastic way to use larger buttons:

1. Select a larger button as your base.
2. Layer smaller buttons on top and secure them with strong glue.

3. Add a pin back to the back of the large button to complete your brooch.

Button Rings

Making rings can be a bit tricky but rewarding:

1. Choose a button that fits comfortably on your finger.

2. Use a ring base or wrap wire around your finger to create a custom ring
shape.

3. Glue the button onto the base or wrap the wire around the button to
secure it.



Personalizing Your Button Jewelry

One of the joys of making button jewelry is the opportunity to personalize
your pieces. Here are some ideas:

Color Coordination

Consider the colors you typically wear and choose buttons that match or
complement your wardrobe.

Theme-Based Designs

Create themed jewelry based on seasons, holidays, or personal interests. For
example, use pastel buttons for spring or earthy tones for fall.

Incorporate Charms and Beads

Add charms or beads to your designs for extra texture and visual interest.
Mixing buttons with other jewelry elements can elevate your creations.

Displaying and Selling Your Button Jewelry

Once you’ve created your button jewelry, you may want to showcase it or even
sell it. Here are some tips:

Display Ideas

- Use a jewelry stand or a decorative box to display your pieces at home.
- Create a visually appealing display if participating in craft fairs or
markets.

Selling Your Jewelry

- Consider selling your creations online through platforms like Etsy or at
local craft fairs.
- Take high-quality photos of your jewelry to attract potential buyers.

Conclusion

How to make button jewelry is not only a creative endeavor but also a
sustainable one. By using old buttons, you can craft beautiful, unique pieces



that tell a story. With a little practice and imagination, you can create
jewelry that reflects your personal style and makes a great conversation
starter. So gather your buttons, unleash your creativity, and start making
your very own button jewelry today!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to start making button
jewelry?

To make button jewelry, you will need buttons of various sizes and colors,
jewelry wire or string, pliers, scissors, a clasp, and optional
embellishments like beads or charms.

How can I design a button bracelet?

To design a button bracelet, select buttons that complement each other, cut a
length of jewelry wire, thread the buttons in your desired pattern, and
secure the ends with a clasp.

What techniques can I use to attach buttons to
jewelry pieces?

You can attach buttons using wire wrapping, gluing, or sewing them onto a
base like fabric or leather. Wire wrapping provides a secure and flexible
connection.

Are there specific types of buttons that work best
for jewelry making?

Yes, flat buttons, shank buttons, and oversized buttons work best for jewelry
making. Choose buttons made of durable materials like plastic, metal, or wood
for longevity.

How do I ensure my button jewelry is comfortable to
wear?

To ensure comfort, use lightweight buttons, avoid sharp edges, and ensure
that the jewelry fits well. Consider using soft materials for backing or
stringing.

Can I incorporate other materials with buttons in my
jewelry designs?

Absolutely! You can combine buttons with beads, chains, leather, fabric, or



wire to create unique designs. Mixing textures and colors enhances the visual
appeal.
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