how to make polymer clay jewellery

How to make polymer clay jewellery is an exciting and rewarding craft that allows you to
express your creativity while creating beautiful, personalized accessories. Polymer clay is a
versatile medium that can be shaped and molded into various forms, making it an ideal
choice for crafting unique pieces of jewellery. This article will guide you through the process
of making polymer clay jewellery, from the basic tools and materials required to detailed
steps for creating stunning pieces.

Understanding Polymer Clay

Polymer clay is a type of modelling clay that hardens when baked in an oven. It consists of
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) and can be mixed with pigments and other additives to create a
variety of colors and finishes. One of the most appealing aspects of polymer clay is its
flexibility and durability once cured, making it perfect for jewellery-making.

Types of Polymer Clay

There are several brands and types of polymer clay available on the market. Some popular
brands include:

1. Fimo: Known for its wide range of colors and effects, including metallic and translucent
options.

2. Sculpey: Offers a softer consistency, making it easier to work with, especially for
beginners.

3. Premo: A favorite among experienced crafters for its strength and flexibility after baking.
4. Cernit: Known for its porcelain-like finish and vibrant colors.

Each type has its unique properties, so choose one that fits your project requirements and
personal preferences.

Essential Tools and Materials

To get started with making polymer clay jewellery, gather the following tools and materials:

- Polymer Clay: Choose your desired colors.

- Work Surface: A clean, flat surface such as a cutting mat or ceramic tile.
- Cutting Tools: A craft knife, clay blade, or cookie cutters.

- Molds: Silicone molds can help create intricate shapes.

- Rollers and Pasta Machines: For conditioning and rolling out the clay.

- Baking Sheet: To place your creations before baking.

- Oven: A conventional oven is required for curing the clay.

- Jewellery Findings: Earring hooks, necklaces, clasps, and jump rings.



- Sanding Tools: For smoothing edges and surfaces after baking.
- Finishing Supplies: Glossy or matte varnish for protective coating.

Preparing to Make Polymer Clay Jewellery

Before diving into your jewellery-making project, it's essential to prepare your workspace
and materials.

Setting Up Your Workspace

1. Choose a Well-Ventilated Area: Ensure you work in a space with good airflow, especially
when baking the clay.

2. Gather Your Materials: Have all your tools and clay within reach to maintain a smooth
workflow.

3. Protect Your Surface: Cover your work surface with a protective layer to avoid any mess.

Conditioning the Clay

Conditioning polymer clay is crucial for achieving a smooth and workable consistency.
Follow these steps:

1. Knead the Clay: Take a small piece of clay and knead it in your hands until it becomes
soft and pliable.

2. Roll It Out: Use a roller or pasta machine to flatten the clay to an even thickness.

3. Blend Colors: If you want to create custom colors, mix different clays together until you
achieve your desired hue.

Creating Your Polymer Clay Jewellery

Now that you have prepared your clay, it's time to start crafting your jewellery. Here’'s a
step-by-step guide.

Step 1: Design Your Jewellery

Before you begin shaping your clay, sketch out a design for your jewellery. Consider the
following:

- Type of Jewellery: Will you make earrings, necklaces, bracelets, or rings?

- Shapes and Patterns: Think about whether you want geometric shapes, floral designs, or
abstract art.

- Color Combinations: Decide on the colors you want to incorporate into your design.



Step 2: Shaping the Clay

1. Use Cutters: For simple shapes, use cookie cutters or shape knives to cut your clay into
desired forms.

2. Mold the Clay: For more intricate designs, use molds to shape the clay.

3. Add Texture: Use tools like stamps or textured rollers to add patterns and details to your
pieces.

Step 3: Assembling the Pieces

If your design involves multiple components, assemble them carefully:

- Attach Pieces: Use a small amount of clay to join different elements together. Ensure they
are firmly pressed to avoid separation during baking.

- Create Holes: If you need to attach findings or strings later, use a needle or toothpick to
create holes before baking.

Step 4: Baking the Clay

Baking the clay properly is crucial for achieving durable pieces. Here’s how to do it right:

1. Preheat the Oven: Set your oven to the recommended temperature, usually between
265°F to 275°F (130°C to 135°C).

2. Prepare the Baking Sheet: Line a baking sheet with parchment paper and place your
jewellery pieces on it.

3. Bake: Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for baking time. Typically, it's around 15-30
minutes, depending on the thickness of your pieces.

4. Cool Down: Allow your pieces to cool completely before handling them.

Finishing Touches

Once your polymer clay jewellery has cooled, it’s time to add the finishing touches.

Sanding and Smoothing

1. Sanding: Use fine-grit sandpaper to smooth any rough edges or surfaces. Be gentle to
avoid scratching the surface.
2. Polishing: For a shiny finish, use a polishing cloth to buff the pieces after sanding.



Applying Varnish

1. Choose Your Finish: Decide whether you want a glossy or matte finish.
2. Apply Varnish: Use a paintbrush to apply a thin layer of varnish over your pieces. Allow it
to dry completely before using.

Assembling Your Jewellery

1. Attach Findings: Use pliers to attach earring hooks, clasps, or jump rings to your pieces.
2. Stringing: For necklaces or bracelets, thread your clay pieces onto chains or cords.

Care and Maintenance of Polymer Clay Jewellery

To prolong the life of your creations, follow these care tips:

- Avoid Water: Polymer clay can be damaged by excessive moisture. Remove jewellery
before swimming or bathing.

- Store Properly: Keep pieces in a dry, cool place away from direct sunlight to prevent
fading.

- Clean Gently: Use a soft cloth to wipe your jewellery clean.

Conclusion

Making polymer clay jewellery is not only a fun and creative hobby, but it also allows you to
produce unique pieces that reflect your personal style. With the right tools, materials, and
techniques, you can craft stunning jewellery that you can wear or gift to others. Whether
you’'re a beginner or an experienced crafter, there’s always something new to explore in
the world of polymer clay. So gather your supplies, unleash your creativity, and start
making beautiful jewellery today!

Frequently Asked Questions

What tools do | need to start making polymer clay
jewelry?

To start making polymer clay jewelry, you will need basic tools such as a work surface, a
rolling pin, a craft knife, a blade for cutting, various shape cutters, and a baking tray.
Optional tools can include texture stamps, molding tools, and a pasta machine for
conditioning the clay.



How do | condition polymer clay before using it?

Conditioning polymer clay involves kneading it until it becomes soft and pliable. You can do
this by hand, or you can use a pasta machine for larger amounts. Make sure to work it until
it is smooth and free of cracks, which will help ensure even color and texture in your
designs.

What are some tips for creating unique designs in
polymer clay jewelry?

To create unique designs, experiment with mixing colors, layering different shapes, and
incorporating textures. You can also use techniques such as marbling, caning, or adding
metallic powders. Don't be afraid to draw inspiration from nature, art, or other jewelry
pieces!

How do | bake polymer clay jewelry properly?

To bake polymer clay jewelry, preheat your oven to the temperature specified on the clay
package (usually between 265°F to 275°F or 130°C to 135°C). Place your pieces on a
baking tray lined with parchment paper and bake for the recommended time, usually 15-30
minutes depending on the thickness. Allow the pieces to cool completely before handling.

What finishes can | apply to my polymer clay jewelry
after baking?

After baking, you can enhance your polymer clay jewelry by applying finishes such as liquid
polymer clay for a glossy look, sanding for a matte finish, or using varnish or resin for
added durability and shine. Make sure to wait until your pieces are completely cool before
applying any finishes.
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