how to make wooden fishing lures

how to make wooden fishing lures is a rewarding craft that combines artistry and
practicality, allowing anglers to create effective fishing tools tailored to their needs. This
article will guide you through the process of crafting wooden fishing lures, discussing
essential materials, various lure types, techniques for shaping and painting, and tips for
achieving the best results. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced woodworker, you
will find valuable insights to enhance your lure-making skills. By understanding the nuances
of lure design and construction, you can significantly improve your fishing success. Let’s
dive into the detailed steps and considerations for making wooden fishing lures.
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Materials Needed

Creating wooden fishing lures requires specific materials that ensure durability, buoyancy,
and effectiveness in the water. Here’s a comprehensive list of the essential items you will
need to get started:

e Wood: Choose a lightweight wood like basswood, cedar, or pine for easy shaping and
optimal buoyancy.

* Tools: Essential tools include a bandsaw or coping saw, chisels, sandpaper, and a drill
for creating holes.

* Hooks: Select high-quality hooks appropriate for the size and type of fish you are
targeting.

e Paints and Finishes: Use waterproof paints and sealants designed for fishing lures
to enhance durability and appeal.

* Weights: Consider using lead or other materials to add weight to your lures, ensuring
they sink or swim as desired.



Having the right materials will set the foundation for successfully crafting your wooden
fishing lures. Make sure to gather all the necessary items before starting the project.

Types of Wooden Fishing Lures

Understanding the various types of wooden fishing lures is crucial for selecting the right
design for your fishing needs. Each type serves a different purpose and targets specific
species of fish. Here are some common types of wooden fishing lures:

e Crankbaits: These lures are designed to imitate the movement of baitfish and are
effective in attracting various species.

* Topwater Lures: These lures float on the surface and create disturbances to mimic
struggling prey, perfect for species that feed near the surface.

e Spoon Lures: Shaped like a spoon, these lures wobble and flash as they are
retrieved, drawing attention from predatory fish.

¢ Jerkbaits: These lures create erratic movements in the water, simulating injured
baitfish and enticing strikes from predators.

Choosing the right type of lure depends on the fishing environment and the species you aim
to catch. Each lure design has unique characteristics that can influence your success on the
water.

Step-by-Step Guide to Making Wooden Fishing
Lures

Now that you have the materials and understand the types of lures, follow this step-by-step
guide to creating your wooden fishing lures.

Step 1: Designing Your Lure

Before cutting any wood, sketch a design of your lure on paper. Consider the dimensions,
shape, and features you want your lure to have. This blueprint will serve as your guide
during the crafting process.

Step 2: Cutting the Wood

Using your bandsaw or coping saw, carefully cut the wood according to your design. Take
your time to ensure precise cuts, as the shape of the lure affects its movement in the
water.



Step 3: Shaping the Lure

Once the wood is cut, use chisels and sandpaper to shape the lure. Focus on creating
smooth curves and edges, which will significantly influence how the lure swims. Pay
attention to the belly and sides, as these areas are critical for movement and action.

Step 4: Drilling Holes

Drill holes for the hooks, split rings, and any weights you plan to insert. Ensure that these
holes are positioned correctly to maintain balance while swimming in the water.

Step 5: Adding Weight

If you want your lure to sink or achieve a specific swimming depth, consider adding
weights. Secure them within the body of the lure before sealing it.

Painting and Finishing Your Lures

After shaping and drilling your lure, it’s time to paint and finish it. The right paint job can
make your lure more attractive to fish.

Choosing the Right Paint

Use waterproof paints specifically designed for fishing lures. Bright colors and patterns
often attract fish, so consider creating a design that mimics local baitfish.

Applying the Finish

After the paint dries, apply a clear waterproof sealant to protect the lure from water
damage and wear. This step is essential for ensuring the longevity of your lure.

Tips for Successful Lure Creation

Here are some expert tips to enhance your lure-making process:

» Experiment with Designs: Don’t hesitate to try different shapes and colors to
discover what works best in your fishing environment.

* Test Before Use: Always test your lures in water to observe their swimming action
and make adjustments if necessary.

* Keep It Simple: Sometimes, simple designs can be the most effective. Focus on
functionality over complexity.

e Learn from Others: Join fishing communities or forums to share insights and learn



from experienced lure makers.

Conclusion

Creating wooden fishing lures is an enriching experience that combines creativity with
practical application. By following the outlined steps, you can craft effective lures tailored to
your fishing preferences. The process not only enhances your fishing success but also
provides a rewarding hobby that connects you more deeply with the art of angling. With
practice and experimentation, you will refine your skills and develop a collection of unique
wooden fishing lures that will stand out on the water.

Q: What type of wood is best for making fishing lures?

A: The best types of wood for making fishing lures are lightweight options such as
basswood, cedar, and pine. These woods are easy to shape and provide good buoyancy,
making them ideal for crafting lures.

Q: How do | ensure my wooden lures are waterproof?

A: To make your wooden lures waterproof, use waterproof paints and sealants designed for
fishing gear. Apply a clear waterproof finish after painting to protect the wood from
moisture and wear.

Q: What tools do | need to start making wooden fishing
lures?

A: Essential tools for making wooden fishing lures include a bandsaw or coping saw, chisels,
sandpaper, a drill for holes, and various painting supplies. These tools will help you shape
and customize your lures effectively.

Q: Can | use any paint for my fishing lures?

A: It is crucial to use waterproof paints specifically designed for fishing lures. Regular paints
may not withstand water exposure and can deteriorate quickly, reducing the effectiveness
of your lure.

Q: How can | improve the action of my wooden fishing
lures?

A: To improve the action of your wooden lures, focus on the shape and weight distribution.
Testing the lure in water will help you see how it moves, allowing you to make adjustments



for better performance.

Q: What is the best way to test my lures before fishing?

A: The best way to test your lures is to take them to a calm body of water and observe their
swimming action. Make adjustments to the weight and shape as necessary to achieve the
desired movement.

Q: How often should | replace my wooden fishing lures?

A: The longevity of your wooden fishing lures depends on their usage and maintenance.
Regularly inspect them for signs of wear or damage; if they show significant wear, it may
be time to replace or repair them.

Q: Can | customize the size and shape of my lures?

A: Yes, customizing the size and shape of your lures is a great way to create unique designs
that fit your fishing style and target species. Experimenting with different dimensions can
lead to innovative and effective lures.
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