
how to make wooden snowshoes

how to make wooden snowshoes is a fascinating and rewarding endeavor that
connects you with nature while providing a practical means of traversing
snowy landscapes. This article will guide you through the entire process of
crafting wooden snowshoes, from selecting the right materials and tools to
constructing and finishing your snowshoes. We will explore the history of
snowshoes, the different types available, and the step-by-step instructions
for making your own. Whether you are an outdoor enthusiast or a woodworking
novice, this guide will provide you with the knowledge to create functional
and beautiful wooden snowshoes.
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Understanding Snowshoes

Before delving into the intricacies of how to make wooden snowshoes, it is
essential to understand their purpose and design. Snowshoes are designed to
distribute a person's weight over a larger surface area, preventing them from
sinking into the snow. This technology has been used for thousands of years,
originally developed by indigenous peoples in snowy regions.

The History of Snowshoes

The history of snowshoes dates back to ancient times when they were crafted
from natural materials like wood and animal hides. These early designs were
essential for hunting and travel in winter conditions. Over time, snowshoes
evolved, and various cultures developed their own styles, resulting in the
diverse types we see today.

Types of Snowshoes

When considering how to make wooden snowshoes, it is important to recognize
that there are several types, each suited for different activities:



Traditional wooden snowshoes: Often made with a wooden frame and rawhide
lacing, these are ideal for deep snow and provide a classic aesthetic.

Modern snowshoes: Typically made from composite materials, these are
lighter and often used for recreational purposes.

Bearpaw snowshoes: Characterized by their round shape, they are great
for flat terrain and less deep snow.

Western snowshoes: These are longer and narrower, designed for
traversing mountainous areas.

Materials and Tools Needed

To successfully create wooden snowshoes, you will need to gather specific
materials and tools. Understanding what you need beforehand will facilitate a
smoother building process.

Essential Materials

For constructing wooden snowshoes, you will require the following materials:

Wood: Lightweight but sturdy woods like ash, cedar, or hickory are
preferred for the frame.

Rawhide or nylon lacing: This material is necessary for the webbing that
supports the foot.

Wood glue: For reinforcing joints and connections.

Varnish or sealant: To protect the finished product from moisture and
wear.

Tools Required

The tools you will need include:

Saw: A hand saw or bandsaw for cutting the wood accurately.

Drill: For making holes in the wood for lacing and assembly.

Sandpaper: To smooth edges and surfaces.

Measuring tape: To ensure precise dimensions.

Clamps: For holding pieces together while the glue sets.



Step-by-Step Guide to Making Wooden Snowshoes

With your materials and tools ready, you can now proceed with the
construction of your wooden snowshoes. This section provides a detailed,
step-by-step guide to ensure your success.

Step 1: Design Your Snowshoes

Begin by sketching your snowshoe design. Consider the size, shape, and style
based on your intended use. Traditional wooden snowshoes typically measure
between 36 to 48 inches long. The width should be proportionate to your foot
size and intended snow conditions.

Step 2: Cut the Wooden Frame

Using your saw, cut the wooden pieces according to your design. You will need
two long pieces for the sides and several shorter pieces for the cross
supports. Ensure that all cuts are straight and clean.

Step 3: Shape the Frame

Once the pieces are cut, use sandpaper to round the edges and smooth any
rough spots. This not only improves aesthetics but also enhances safety.

Step 4: Assemble the Frame

Start assembling the frame by connecting the long side pieces with the cross
supports. Drill holes for the rawhide or nylon lacing where necessary. Use
wood glue to secure the joints and clamps to hold everything in place while
the glue dries.

Step 5: Create the Lacing Pattern

Once the frame is dry and secure, you can begin lacing. Attach the rawhide or
nylon lacing through the drilled holes in a crisscross pattern, ensuring it
is tight and even. This webbing will provide the necessary support for your
feet.

Step 6: Finish the Snowshoes



To protect your wooden snowshoes from moisture damage, apply a coat of
varnish or sealant. This step is crucial for ensuring longevity and
durability in snowy conditions. Allow the finish to dry thoroughly before
using your snowshoes.

Finishing Touches and Maintenance

Once your wooden snowshoes are complete, it is essential to maintain them
properly to ensure they last for many winters. Regular maintenance will
enhance their performance and lifespan.

Routine Maintenance

To keep your wooden snowshoes in good condition:

Inspect the wood and lacing for wear after each use.

Store them in a cool, dry place to prevent warping.

Reapply varnish or sealant annually to maintain protection.

Replace any damaged lacing promptly to ensure safety.

Usage Tips

When using your wooden snowshoes, practice proper technique to maximize their
effectiveness. Try to walk with a natural gait and avoid dragging your feet
to maintain balance and prevent damage to the snowshoes.

Conclusion

Making wooden snowshoes is a fulfilling project that combines craftsmanship
with outdoor adventure. By following the steps outlined in this article, you
can create a durable and stylish pair of snowshoes tailored to your needs.
Remember to maintain them properly to enjoy their benefits season after
season. Whether you are trekking through pristine snow-covered landscapes or
simply enjoying a winter hike, your handmade wooden snowshoes will enhance
your experience and connection to nature.

Q: What type of wood is best for making wooden
snowshoes?

A: The best types of wood for making wooden snowshoes are lightweight and
flexible woods such as ash, hickory, or cedar. These woods provide the



necessary strength while remaining light enough for comfortable use.

Q: How long does it take to make wooden snowshoes?

A: The time it takes to make wooden snowshoes can vary depending on your
skill level and the complexity of your design. Generally, it can take
anywhere from a few hours to several days, factoring in drying time for glue
and finishes.

Q: Can I use modern materials instead of wood?

A: While traditional wooden snowshoes have their charm, you can opt for
modern materials like composite frames and synthetic lacing. These
alternatives can be lighter and more durable, but they differ from the
classic wooden design.

Q: How do I choose the right size for my snowshoes?

A: To choose the right size for your snowshoes, consider your weight and the
conditions in which you will be using them. Longer snowshoes are better for
deep snow, while shorter ones are ideal for packed trails. A general rule is
to select a length that corresponds to your height and weight class.

Q: What are the best conditions for using wooden
snowshoes?

A: Wooden snowshoes perform best in deep snow and soft terrain. They are
particularly effective in powdery conditions, allowing for easier navigation
compared to regular footwear. They may not be as effective on icy or hard-
packed surfaces.

Q: How should I store my wooden snowshoes?

A: Store your wooden snowshoes in a cool, dry place away from direct
sunlight. Avoid damp areas to prevent warping and damage. It is also
advisable to keep them off the ground by using a rack or hanging them up.

Q: Can I customize the design of my wooden snowshoes?

A: Yes, you can customize the design of your wooden snowshoes to fit your
personal style and functional preferences. You can modify the size, shape,
and lacing pattern to suit your needs and aesthetics.

Q: Are wooden snowshoes suitable for beginners?

A: Wooden snowshoes can be suitable for beginners, especially if you have
basic woodworking skills. However, it may be beneficial to start with simple
designs and gradually progress to more complex builds as you gain confidence.



Q: What type of lacing is best for wooden snowshoes?

A: Rawhide lacing is traditional and provides excellent durability and
support. However, synthetic options like nylon can also be used for their
strength and weather resistance. The choice depends on personal preference
and intended use.

Q: Can I repair my wooden snowshoes if they get
damaged?

A: Yes, most damages to wooden snowshoes can be repaired. You can replace
broken laces, re-glue joints, or even patch areas of the wood using
compatible materials. Regular maintenance will help minimize damage over
time.
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