
how to paint skirting boards

how to paint skirting boards is a vital skill for homeowners and DIY enthusiasts looking to enhance the
aesthetic appeal of their interiors. Skirting boards, also known as baseboards, serve a dual purpose: they
protect walls from scuffs and add a decorative touch to any room. Painting skirting boards can seem
daunting, but with the right tools, techniques, and a step-by-step approach, you can achieve a professional
finish. This article will guide you through the entire process of painting skirting boards, from preparation to
finishing touches, ensuring a quality result that elevates your home decor.

In this article, we will cover:

Essential Tools and Materials

Preparing the Skirting Boards

Choosing the Right Paint

Step-by-Step Painting Process

Finishing Touches

Maintenance Tips

Essential Tools and Materials
Before you embark on the journey of painting your skirting boards, it is crucial to gather all the necessary
tools and materials. Having everything ready will streamline the process and help you avoid interruptions.

Tools Needed
You will need the following tools for an efficient painting job:

Paintbrushes: A high-quality angled brush is ideal for cutting in and reaching corners.

Roller: A small roller can be used for larger, flat surfaces.

Painter's Tape: This helps protect adjacent surfaces and ensures clean lines.

Sandpaper: Fine-grit sandpaper (220 grit) is necessary for smoothing the surface.

Putty Knife: This is useful for applying filler to any gaps or imperfections.

Drop Cloths: Protect your floors and furniture from paint splatters and spills.

Ladder: For reaching higher skirting boards, a sturdy ladder may be needed.

Materials Required
The following materials are essential for the painting process:

Primer: If your skirting boards are raw wood or have a dark color, a primer is necessary for better paint



adhesion.

Paint: Choose a durable, high-quality paint suitable for wood surfaces. Gloss or semi-gloss finishes are
commonly recommended.

Wood Filler: This is used to fill any holes or cracks in the skirting boards.

Varnish or Sealant: This can be applied after painting for added protection.

Preparing the Skirting Boards
Proper preparation is key to achieving a flawless finish when painting skirting boards. This phase involves
cleaning, sanding, and potentially repairing the skirting boards.

Cleaning the Surfaces
Before you start painting, it is essential to clean the skirting boards thoroughly. Dust, dirt, and grease can
hinder paint adhesion. Use a damp cloth or sponge to wipe down the boards, ensuring they are free from any
residues. Allow them to dry completely before proceeding.

Sanding and Repairing
Once the skirting boards are clean, assess their condition. If you notice any scratches, dents, or holes, fill them
with wood filler. After the filler dries, sand the repaired areas with fine-grit sandpaper until smooth.
Additionally, lightly sand the entire surface of the skirting boards to create a texture that helps the paint
adhere better.

Masking Off Areas
To protect adjacent walls and flooring, use painter's tape to mask off the areas around the skirting boards.
Ensure the tape is applied straight and pressed down firmly to prevent paint bleed.

Choosing the Right Paint
Selecting the right paint is crucial for the longevity and appearance of your skirting boards. The choice of
paint can significantly affect the final outcome.

Types of Paint
When it comes to painting skirting boards, consider the following types of paint:

Water-Based Paint: Quick-drying and easy to clean up, water-based paints are ideal for indoor use. They
emit fewer fumes and are less harmful to the environment.

Oil-Based Paint: Known for their durability and smooth finish, oil-based paints are excellent for high-
traffic areas. However, they take longer to dry and require solvents for cleanup.

Enamel Paint: This type of paint offers a hard, glossy finish that is highly durable, making it suitable for
skirting boards.



Color Selection
Choose a color that complements your room’s decor. White or off-white is a classic choice, while bold colors
can add a modern touch. Consider testing samples on a small section of the skirting board to see how the color
looks in different lighting conditions.

Step-by-Step Painting Process
Once you have prepared the skirting boards and selected your paint, it’s time to begin the painting process.
Follow these steps for optimal results.

Applying Primer
If you’re working with raw wood or a dark color, start with a coat of primer. Apply the primer evenly using a
paintbrush or roller. Allow it to dry completely as per the manufacturer’s instructions.

First Coat of Paint
After the primer has dried, apply the first coat of paint. Start by using your brush to cut in along the edges
and corners, then use a roller for the flat surfaces. Ensure you apply the paint evenly, avoiding drips and runs.

Drying Time and Second Coat
Allow the first coat to dry fully. Depending on the paint type, this could take a few hours to a day. Once dry,
apply a second coat using the same method as before. A second coat will enhance the color and durability of
the finish.

Finishing Touches
After the final coat of paint has dried, it’s important to clean up and ensure everything looks polished and
professional.

Removing Painter's Tape
Carefully remove the painter's tape while the paint is slightly tacky to prevent peeling. Pull the tape away at
a 45-degree angle for the cleanest edge.

Inspecting the Finish
Once the paint is fully dried, inspect the skirting boards. Touch up any areas that may need additional paint or
where the color is uneven.

Applying Varnish or Sealant
For added protection, consider applying a clear varnish or sealant. This will help the paint withstand wear and
tear, especially in high-traffic areas.



Maintenance Tips
To keep your newly painted skirting boards looking fresh and vibrant, regular maintenance is essential.

Regular Cleaning
Dust the skirting boards regularly with a microfiber cloth to prevent dirt accumulation. For deeper cleaning,
use a damp cloth with mild soap and water.

Touch-Ups
Over time, skirting boards may get scuffed or scratched. Keep some leftover paint for quick touch-ups to
maintain their appearance.

Periodic Repainting
Depending on wear, you may need to repaint the skirting boards every few years. Monitor their condition and plan
accordingly to ensure they remain in excellent shape.

Q: How long does it take to paint skirting boards?
A: The time it takes to paint skirting boards can vary based on preparation, drying times, and the number of
coats applied. Generally, you can expect to spend several hours to a couple of days, including drying time
between coats.

Q: Do I need to use primer on skirting boards?
A: Using primer is recommended if your skirting boards are made from raw wood, previously painted a dark color,
or if you are making a significant color change. Primer helps improve paint adhesion and provides a more uniform
finish.

Q: Can I paint skirting boards without removing them?
A: Yes, you can paint skirting boards without removing them. Proper masking with painter's tape will help
protect the walls and floors during the painting process.

Q: What type of paint finish is best for skirting boards?
A: Semi-gloss or gloss finishes are best for skirting boards as they provide durability and are easier to clean.
These finishes also enhance the aesthetic appeal of the skirting boards.

Q: How do I prevent paint from running when painting skirting boards?
A: To prevent paint from running, use a high-quality brush and apply thin coats. Avoid overloading the brush
with paint and work in manageable sections.

Q: Can I use spray paint for skirting boards?
A: Yes, spray paint can be used on skirting boards for a smooth finish. However, it requires good ventilation



and masking to prevent overspray on surrounding areas.

Q: How often should I repaint skirting boards?
A: The frequency of repainting skirting boards depends on wear and tear. Generally, every 3-5 years is a good
rule of thumb, or sooner in high-traffic areas.

Q: Is it necessary to sand skirting boards before painting?
A: Yes, sanding skirting boards before painting helps smooth imperfections and improves paint adhesion,
contributing to a better overall finish.

Q: What should I do if I notice imperfections after painting?
A: If you notice imperfections after painting, allow the paint to dry completely, then lightly sand the affected
area and apply touch-up paint as needed.
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