HOW TO READ LITERATURE LIKE A PROFESSOR CHAPTER 6
SUMMARY

HOW TO READ LITERATURE LIKE A PROFESSOR CHAPTER & SUMMARY PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH EXPLORATION OF THE THEMES AND
CONCEPTS INTRODUCED IN CHAPTER SIX OF THOMAS C. FOSTER'S ACCLAIMED BOOK. THIS CHAPTER, TITLED “\WHEN IN DOUBT,
IT°S FROM SHAKESPEARE,” EMPHASIZES THE PROFOUND INFLUENCE OF SHAKESPEARE ON LITERATURE AND HOW HIS WORKS
PERMEATE VARIOUS LITERARY TEXTS. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL DISSECT THE KEY IDEAS PRESENTED IN THIS CHAPTER, DETAILING
SHAKESPEARE’S IMPACT, THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS THEMES, AND HOW THEY RESONATE IN CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE.
ADDITIONALLY, WE WILL EXAMINE THE WAYS FOSTER ENCOURAGES READERS TO RECOGNIZE AND APPRECIATE THESE INFLUENCES,
ULTIMATELY ENHANCING THEIR LITERARY COMPREHENSION. THE DISCUSSION WILL BE STRUCTURED TO OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE
OVERVIEW, ENSURING READERS UNDERSTAND BOTH THE NUANCES OF THE CHAPTER AND ITS BROADER IMPLICATIONS IN LITERARY
STUDIES.
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INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTER 6

IN CHAPTER SIX OF “How To READ LITERATURE Like A PROFESSOR,” THOMAS C. FOSTER DELVES INTO THE OMNIPRESENCE OF
SHAKESPEARE'S INFLUENCE IN LITERATURE. HE POSITS THAT MANY LITERARY WORKS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR TIME PERIOD OR
GENRE, DRAW INSPIRATION FROM THE BARD'S THEMES, CHARACTERS, AND PLOTS. FOSTER ASSERTS THAT RECOGNIZING THESE
CONNECTIONS CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE READER’'S UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF A TEXT. THIS CHAPTER SERVES
AS AN INVITATION TO READERS TO LOOK BEYOND THE SURFACE OF LITERATURE AND CONSIDER THE DEEPER THREADS WOVEN
THROUGH THE FABRIC OF STORYTELLING, MANY OF WHICH ORIGINATE FROM SHAKESPEARE'S EXTENSIVE OEUVRE.

SHAKESPEARE'S INFLUENCE ON LITERATURE

FOSTER NOTES THAT SHAKESPEARE'S WORKS ARE FOUNDATIONAL TEXTS IN THE CANON OF \W/ESTERN LITERATURE, AND THEIR
IMPACT IS EVIDENT IN COUNTLESS WORKS THAT FOLLOWED. THE PLAYWRIGHT'S EXPLORATION OF UNIVERSAL THEMES SUCH AS
LOVE, POWER, BETRAYAL, AND MORTALITY RESONATES ACROSS TIME AND CULTURES. THROUGH HIS COMPLEX CHARACTERS AND
INTRICATE PLOTS, SHAKESPEARE HAS CREATED ARCHETYPES AND MOTIFS THAT CONTINUE TO INSPIRE WRITERS TODAY.

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF SHAKESPEARE

SHAKESPEARE’S ENDURING LEGACY CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO SEVERAL FACTORS:



o UNIVERSAL THEMES: HIS EXPLORATION OF FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN EXPERIENCES ALLOWS HIS WORKS TO REMAIN RELEVANT
ACROSS GENERATIONS.

o CoMPLEX CHARACTERS: THE MULTIFACETED NATURE OF SHAKESPEAREAN CHARACTERS MAKES THEM RELATABLE AND
TIMELESS.

¢ [NNOVATIVE LANGUAGE: SHAKESPEARE'S USE OF LANGUAGE HAS ENRICHED THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, INTRODUCING NEW
\WORDS AND PHRASES THAT ARE STILL IN USE.

o |NFLUENCE ON GENRE: HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO VARIOUS GENRES, INCLUDING TRAGEDY, COMEDY, AND ROMANCE, HAVE
SHAPED LITERARY FORMS.

AS READERS ENCOUNTER VARIOUS TEXTS, RECOGNIZING THESE ELEMENTS CAN DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE NARRATIVE
AND ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT. FOSTER EMPHASIZES THAT WHEN IN DOUBT, ONE SHOULD CONSIDER WHETHER A WORK MAY HAVE
BEEN INFLUENCED BY SHAKESPEARE, AS THE BARD’S THEMATIC CONCERNS ARE OFTEN ECHOED IN MODERN LITERATURE.

Key THEMES IN SHAKESPEARE'S \W ORKS

FOSTER HIGHLIGHTS SEVERAL RECURRING THEMES IN SHAKESPEARE'S WRITINGS THAT ARE INVALUABLE FOR READERS SEEKING TO
UNDERSTAND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE IN OTHER TEXTS. SOME OF THE KEY THEMES INCLUDE:

o LOVE: SHAKESPEARE'S TREATMENT OF LOVE IS MULTIFACETED, RANGING FROM ROMANTIC PASSION TO FAMILIAL
LOYALTY AND BETRAYAL.

e POWER AND AMBITION: MANY OF SHAKESPEARE'S PLAYS EXAMINE THE CORRUPTING INFLUENCE OF POWER AND THE
LENGTHS INDIVIDUALS WILL GO TO ACHIEVE THEIR AMBITIONS.

o |DENTITY AND TRANSFORMATION: THE FLUID NATURE OF IDENTITY IS A COMMON THREAD, SHOWCASING HOW
CHARACTERS EVOLVE AND HOW PERCEPTIONS SHAPE REALITY.

e FATE AND FReEe WILL: THE TENSION BETWEEN DESTINY AND PERSONAL CHOICE IS A PREVALENT THEME THAT INVITES
READERS TO PONDER THEIR OWN BELIEFS ABOUT AGENCY.

BY IDENTIFYING THESE THEMES IN SHAKESPEARE'S \WORKS, READERS CAN DRAW PARALLELS TO CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE,
ENRICHING THEIR READING EXPERIENCE. FOSTER ENCOURAGES READERS TO ASK THEMSELVES HOW THESE THEMES MANIFEST IN THE
TEXTS THEY ENCOUNTER, THUS FOSTERING A MORE DYNAMIC ENGAGEMENT WITH LITERATURE.

RECOGNIZING SHAKESPEAREAN INFLUENCES IN MODERN TEXTS

FOSTER SUGGESTS THAT AN AWARENESS OF SHAKESPEARE'S INFLUENCE CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE A READER’S ABILITY TO
INTERPRET AND APPRECIATE MODERN LITERATURE. MANY CONTEMPORARY AUTHORS DRAW UPON SHAKESPEAREAN MOTIFS,
WHETHER CONSCIOUSLY OR UNCONSCIOUSLY, EMBEDDING THEM WITHIN THEIR NARRATIVES.



