
how to set up goose decoys
how to set up goose decoys is an essential skill for any waterfowl hunter
aiming to attract geese effectively during the hunting season. Understanding
the nuances of decoy placement, selection, and overall strategy can
significantly increase your chances of a successful hunt. This article will
cover the various types of goose decoys, the best practices for setting them
up, and strategic tips to enhance your hunting experience. By the end, you
will be equipped with the knowledge to set up goose decoys like a pro,
ensuring that you are well-prepared for your next outing.
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Types of Goose Decoys
There are several types of goose decoys available on the market, each
designed to mimic the appearance and behavior of real geese. Understanding
the different types will help you choose the most effective decoys for your
hunting situation.

Full-Body Decoys
Full-body decoys are molded to resemble real geese in a three-dimensional
form. These decoys are typically made from durable materials and provide a
realistic appearance. They are particularly effective in open fields or areas
where geese are likely to land. Full-body decoys can be more expensive, but
their lifelike representation can attract more geese.

Shell Decoys
Shell decoys are lightweight and stackable, making them easy to transport.
They typically consist of a two-dimensional shell that can be placed in a
feeding or resting position. While they may not be as realistic as full-body
decoys, they are an excellent option for covering larger areas quickly and



effectively.

Floaters
Floaters are designed for use on water and are often used in conjunction with
other types of decoys. These decoys mimic the behavior of geese swimming on
the water's surface. Floaters can be particularly effective in attracting
geese to ponds, lakes, and marshes.

Electronic Decoys
Electronic decoys offer movement to attract geese more effectively. These
decoys can create realistic sounds or simulate the movement of geese, which
can be particularly helpful in areas where geese are wary of stationary
decoys. However, they require batteries and are generally more expensive.

Choosing the Right Location
Selecting the right location is crucial for setting up goose decoys
effectively. Geese are creatures of habit and tend to return to familiar
feeding and resting areas.

Understanding Goose Behavior
Before setting up your decoys, it's essential to understand the behavior of
geese in your chosen area. Observe their flight patterns, feeding habits, and
preferred locations. Look for fields with fresh cut grain, water sources, and
natural cover where geese might feel safe.

Assessing the Environment
Evaluate the environment where you plan to hunt. Consider factors such as
wind direction, available cover, and visibility. Geese prefer to land into
the wind, so set up your decoys with this in mind. Choose locations that
offer natural barriers, such as trees or bushes, to conceal your presence.

Setting Up Goose Decoys
Once you have selected the right decoys and location, it's time to set them
up strategically.

Spacing Decoys
Proper spacing between decoys is crucial for creating a realistic appearance.



Overcrowding can lead to skepticism among approaching geese. A good rule of
thumb is to place decoys about 5 to 10 feet apart, depending on the type of
decoy and the size of the area.

Variety in Positions
Setting up decoys in various positions enhances realism. Mix feeding,
resting, and alert positions to create an inviting environment for geese. Use
full-body decoys in a resting posture alongside feeding shell decoys to
depict a natural scene.

Decoy Patterns
Creating effective patterns can significantly improve your chances of
success. Common patterns include:

V-Formation: Mimics the natural flying formation of geese.

J-Formation: Creates a more dynamic look with several decoys leading
into a landing zone.

Loose Groups: Simulates a relaxed feeding flock.

Single Decoys: Can attract curious geese looking for companionship.

Effective Decoy Patterns
The arrangement of your decoys can dictate the success of your hunt.
Understanding how to utilize effective decoy patterns is key.

Landing Zone Creation
Designate a clear landing zone within your decoy spread. This area should be
open and free of obstructions to guide incoming geese to the landing spot. A
good landing zone is typically 10 to 15 yards wide, positioned downwind of
the majority of decoys.

Adjusting to Conditions
Weather and environmental conditions can affect the effectiveness of your
decoy setup. Be prepared to adjust your decoy arrangement based on wind
direction, light conditions, and the behavior of geese in your area.
Regularly monitor the situation and make changes as necessary.



Maintenance and Care for Decoys
Taking care of your decoys ensures their longevity and effectiveness.

Cleaning Decoys
After each use, clean your decoys to remove dirt, debris, and any scent that
may deter geese. Use mild soap and water, and ensure they are thoroughly
dried before storage.

Storage Tips
Store your decoys in a cool, dry place. Avoid stacking heavy items on top of
them to prevent damage. Using decoy bags can help protect them from physical
harm and environmental elements.

Tips for Success
In addition to setting up your decoys properly, consider the following tips
to maximize your hunting success.

Time of Day
Geese are most active during early morning and late afternoon. Plan your
hunts around these times for the best chance of encountering flocks.

Calling Techniques
Incorporate calling into your strategy. Use a variety of calls to mimic the
sounds of geese, ranging from soft clucks to loud honks. Practice your
calling to ensure you can effectively communicate with approaching birds.

Stay Concealed
Ensure you remain concealed while hunting. Use natural cover and avoid sudden
movements that may alert geese to your presence. Camouflage clothing can also
help blend into the environment.

Patience is Key
Hunting geese requires patience. Allow time for the decoys to attract birds
and avoid getting frustrated if the geese do not respond immediately.

With a solid understanding of how to set up goose decoys, you will be better



equipped to attract and hunt geese effectively. By combining proper decoy
selection, strategic placement, and attention to environmental factors, you
increase your chances of success in the field.

Q: What is the best time of year to set up goose
decoys?
A: The best time to set up goose decoys is during the fall and winter months
when migratory geese are traveling south. Early morning and late afternoon
are peak times for goose activity.

Q: How many decoys should I use for effective
hunting?
A: The number of decoys needed can vary based on the hunting location and
conditions. Generally, a spread of 12 to 36 decoys is effective, but larger
spreads can be used in open areas to attract more geese.

Q: Should I use electronic decoys?
A: Electronic decoys can enhance your setup by adding movement and sounds
that attract geese. They can be particularly effective in areas where geese
have become wary of stationary decoys.

Q: How do I transport my decoys safely?
A: Transport decoys using padded bags or bins to prevent damage. Stack
lightweight shell decoys and ensure full-body decoys are secured to avoid
shifting during transit.

Q: What should I do if geese are not responding to
my decoys?
A: If geese are not responding, consider adjusting your decoy spread,
changing your calling techniques, or relocating to a more active area based
on observed goose behavior.

Q: Can I mix different types of decoys?
A: Yes, mixing different types of decoys, such as full-body and shell decoys,
can create a more dynamic and realistic spread, improving your chances of
attracting geese.



Q: How can weather affect my decoy setup?
A: Weather conditions can significantly impact goose behavior. High winds may
require you to adjust the angle or placement of decoys, while fog or rain can
affect visibility, necessitating a change in strategy.

Q: What materials are best for decoys?
A: Decoys made from durable plastic or foam are ideal as they are
lightweight, weather-resistant, and provide realistic appearances. Choose
materials that can withstand the elements for long-lasting use.

Q: Is camouflage important when setting up decoys?
A: Yes, camouflage is essential for concealing your presence. Use natural
cover and wear appropriate clothing to blend into your surroundings, ensuring
geese do not detect you while approaching your decoys.
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