
how to sew with felt
how to sew with felt is an essential skill for crafters and DIY enthusiasts
alike. Felt is a versatile fabric that is easy to work with, making it ideal
for a variety of projects, from toys and decorations to clothing and
accessories. In this article, we will explore the different types of felt,
the tools needed for sewing, a step-by-step guide on how to sew with felt,
and tips for finishing your projects. By the end of this guide, you will have
a comprehensive understanding of how to create beautiful felt items that
showcase your creativity and craftsmanship.
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Understanding Felt
Felt is a non-woven fabric made from compressed fibers, typically wool,
acrylic, or a blend of both. Its unique properties make it a favorite among
crafters. There are two primary types of felt: wool felt and synthetic felt.
Wool felt is made from natural fibers and is known for its durability,
softness, and rich colors. Synthetic felt, on the other hand, is more
affordable and widely available, but may not have the same texture or quality
as wool felt.

Types of Felt
When choosing felt for your projects, consider the following types:

Wool Felt: Offers a luxurious feel and is ideal for high-quality
projects.

Acrylic Felt: More affordable and available in a wider range of colors,
but less durable.

Blend Felt: Combines the qualities of both wool and synthetic fibers,



providing a balance of durability and softness.

Each type of felt has its own advantages and disadvantages, so it's essential
to select the right one based on your specific project needs.

Tools Needed for Sewing with Felt
Before starting your sewing project, gather the necessary tools to ensure a
smooth crafting experience. Working with felt typically requires fewer tools
than other fabrics, making it accessible for beginners.

Essential Tools
Here are the essential tools you will need:

Fabric Scissors: Sharp scissors are crucial for cutting clean edges.

Needles: Use a hand-sewing needle for thicker felt or a sewing machine
needle designed for heavier fabrics.

Thread: Choose a thread that matches your felt; polyester or cotton
threads are common choices.

Fabric Glue: Helpful for securing pieces before sewing or for no-sew
projects.

Measuring Tape: Ensure accurate measurements for your project.

Marking Tools: Use fabric pens or chalk to mark where to cut or sew.

Having the right tools on hand will help you achieve professional-looking
results in your felt projects.

Step-by-Step Guide on How to Sew with Felt
Now that you understand the basics of felt and have your tools ready, follow
these steps to sew with felt effectively.

Preparation
Start by selecting your felt colors and patterns. Cut the felt into desired
shapes using your fabric scissors. It's best to use a rotary cutter or a
straight edge for clean lines. Always cut on a stable surface to avoid



accidents.

Pinning and Marking
Once your pieces are cut, lay them out as you want them to appear in the
final project. Use pins to secure the pieces together or fabric glue to hold
them in place temporarily. Mark any lines or areas you will be sewing to
ensure accuracy.

Sewing Techniques
There are various sewing techniques you can use with felt:

Hand Sewing: Use a simple running stitch or whip stitch for a classic
look.

Machine Sewing: A sewing machine can speed up the process; use a
straight stitch or zigzag stitch to secure edges.

Decorative Stitching: Consider using contrasting thread colors for
decorative effects, such as a blanket stitch or decorative embroidery.

Regardless of the technique you choose, ensure your stitches are even and
secure.

Finishing Techniques for Felt Projects
After sewing your felt pieces together, it's essential to finish them
properly to enhance durability and appearance.

Trimming and Cleaning Edges
Trim any excess felt from the edges to create a clean finish. If your project
has raw edges, consider using a zigzag stitch to prevent fraying. For a
polished look, you can also fold the edges under and sew them down.

Adding Embellishments
Embellishments can elevate your felt projects. Consider adding:

Buttons: Sew buttons on for added decoration.

Beads: Use beads to create eye-catching designs.



Appliques: Add layers of felt in different colors for a textured effect.

Be creative and don’t hesitate to experiment with various embellishments to
personalize your creations.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Even experienced crafters can make mistakes when sewing with felt. Here are
some common pitfalls and how to avoid them:

Poor Cutting Techniques
Cutting felt without a stable surface can lead to uneven edges. Always use a
cutting mat or a sturdy surface to ensure straight cuts.

Using Incorrect Thread
Using the wrong type of thread can lead to issues with durability. Always
match your thread type to the felt you are using for the best results.

Ignoring Seam Allowances
Not accounting for seam allowances can result in pieces that don’t fit
together. Always measure and plan your seam allowances before cutting.

Creative Project Ideas Using Felt
Felt can be used in various creative projects. Here are some ideas to inspire
your next crafting session:

Felt Flowers: Create beautiful felt flowers for home decor or
accessories.

Soft Toys: Sew plush toys for children using vibrant felt colors.

Holiday Decorations: Make festive ornaments or garlands for holidays.

Purses and Bags: Design stylish felt bags with unique shapes and colors.

These projects not only allow for creativity but also serve as excellent
gifts or personal items.



Conclusion
Learning how to sew with felt opens up a world of creative possibilities.
With its unique properties and ease of use, felt is a fantastic material for
both beginners and experienced crafters alike. By understanding the different
types of felt, gathering the necessary tools, and following the step-by-step
sewing guide, you can create stunning projects that showcase your skills.
Remember to experiment with various techniques and embellishments to add
personal touches to your work. Embrace the joy of crafting with felt and let
your creativity shine.

Q: What types of felt are best for beginners?
A: For beginners, acrylic felt is often recommended due to its affordability
and ease of use. Wool felt is also a great option if you prefer a higher
quality, but it may be more expensive. Both types are suitable for a variety
of projects.

Q: Can I machine sew felt?
A: Yes, felt can be machine sewn. Use a sewing machine needle designed for
heavier fabrics and select a straight or zigzag stitch. Make sure to adjust
your machine settings to accommodate the thickness of the felt.

Q: How do I prevent felt from fraying?
A: Felt typically does not fray like woven fabrics, but if you want to ensure
durability, you can use a zigzag stitch around the edges or fold the edges
under and sew them to create a clean finish.

Q: What is the best way to cut felt?
A: The best way to cut felt is to use sharp fabric scissors or a rotary
cutter on a cutting mat. This ensures clean edges and precise cuts. Always
cut on a stable surface to avoid mistakes.

Q: Are there any special techniques for sewing
intricate designs on felt?
A: For intricate designs, consider using embroidery techniques or decorative
stitching. Hand sewing allows for more precision in detailed areas. You can
also use fabric glue to secure small pieces before sewing.



Q: What types of projects can I make with felt?
A: Felt can be used to create a wide range of projects, including soft toys,
home decor items, bags, ornaments, and clothing accessories. The
possibilities are endless, and you can customize projects to suit your style.

Q: How do I clean felt projects?
A: To clean felt projects, it is best to hand wash them in cold water with
mild soap. Avoid machine washing or drying, as this can distort the felt. Lay
flat to dry to maintain the shape and appearance.

Q: Can I combine felt with other fabrics?
A: Yes, combining felt with other fabrics can enhance your projects. Use felt
for accents or structural elements while incorporating fabrics like cotton
for softer parts. Just ensure that the sewing methods are compatible.

Q: Is felt suitable for children’s projects?
A: Yes, felt is an excellent material for children’s projects due to its soft
texture and safety. It is non-toxic and can be used to create toys, crafts,
and educational materials.
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