how to study for the aapc cpc exam

how to study for the aapc cpc exam is a question many aspiring medical coders are asking as they
prepare for the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam. This exam, offered by the American
Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC), is crucial for those wishing to work in medical coding and
billing. This article will guide you through effective strategies for studying for the AAPC CPC exam,
including understanding the exam structure, essential study materials, and practical tips for effective
learning. By following these guidelines, you can enhance your chances of passing the exam on your

first attempt.
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Understanding the AAPC CPC Exam Structure

Before diving into study methods, it is crucial to understand the structure of the AAPC CPC exam. This

exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions, which are divided into various categories. The



questions cover a range of topics, including anatomy, medical terminology, coding guidelines, and
compliance. Understanding the layout and content of the exam will help you focus your studies more

efficiently.

Exam Format and Duration

The CPC exam is a computer-based test that takes a total of five hours and 40 minutes to complete.
Candidates must answer all questions within this time frame, which means time management is

essential. The exam is divided into sections that cover different coding aspects, including:

Evaluation and Management (E/M) Coding

Surgical Coding

Radiology

Pathology and Laboratory

Medicine

Familiarizing yourself with the exam format will aid in your preparation and help you allocate your

study time effectively.

Essential Study Materials for the CPC Exam



Choosing the right study materials is a fundamental step in preparing for the AAPC CPC exam. A
variety of resources are available, and selecting the ones that suit your learning style can significantly

impact your study efficacy.

Recommended Textbooks and Guides

Several textbooks and guides are specifically designed for CPC exam preparation. Some of the most

recommended include:

¢ AAPC’s official CPC study guide

¢ Medical Coding: A Comprehensive Guide by Michelle A. Green

¢ AAPC’s Coding Handbook

These resources provide detailed explanations, coding exercises, and practice questions that will help

reinforce your knowledge.

Online Resources and Courses

In addition to textbooks, online resources can enhance your learning experience. AAPC offers online
courses, webinars, and coding workshops that cover essential topics for the CPC exam. Utilizing these

resources allows for interactive learning and can be adjusted to fit your schedule.



Effective Study Techniques

Implementing effective study techniques can make a significant difference in your preparation for the

CPC exam. Below are some strategies to consider:

Creating a Study Schedule

Developing a structured study schedule can help you stay organized and ensure that you cover all
necessary topics. Break your study sessions into manageable blocks, and include time for review and

practice:

 Daily study sessions focusing on different topics
* Weekly reviews to consolidate your learning

¢ Dedicated time for practice questions and mock exams

Utilizing Flashcards

Flashcards can be a powerful tool for memorizing key concepts, terms, and codes. Create flashcards
for important topics such as coding guidelines and anatomy. Regularly reviewing these cards can

reinforce your memory and improve recall during the exam.



Practice Exams and Their Importance

Taking practice exams is an integral part of your study plan. These exams simulate the actual testing

environment and help you become accustomed to the question format.

Benefits of Practice Exams

Engaging in practice exams offers several advantages:

¢ |dentifying strengths and weaknesses in your knowledge
¢ Improving time management skills under exam conditions

e Increasing confidence levels as you become familiar with the exam structure

Make use of practice exams available through AAPC or other reputable sources to gauge your

readiness for the actual test.

Time Management Strategies

Effective time management is crucial in the lead-up to the CPC exam. You must balance study time

with other commitments while ensuring that you allocate enough time to cover all exam topics.



Prioritizing Study Topics

Start by assessing which areas you feel less confident in and prioritize these topics in your study
schedule. This targeted approach will help you improve in weaker areas while still reviewing stronger

ones.

Setting Realistic Goals

Set achievable study goals to maintain motivation and track progress. Break down your study

objectives into smaller, measurable tasks, such as:

e Completing a chapter of a study guide per week
¢ Finishing a set number of practice questions each day

¢ Reviewing coding guidelines regularly

Final Tips for Success

As your exam date approaches, consider these final tips to ensure you are fully prepared:

o Stay organized: Keep your study materials and notes well-organized for easy access.

¢ Join study groups: Collaborating with peers can provide support and enhance understanding.



e Take care of your health: Ensure you are eating well, exercising, and getting enough rest.

These strategies will contribute to a well-rounded and effective study plan, positioning you for success

on the AAPC CPC exam.

Q: What is the passing score for the AAPC CPC exam?

A: The passing score for the AAPC CPC exam is 70%. It is essential to aim for this score or higher to

obtain your certification.

Q: How long should | study for the CPC exam?

A: The amount of time needed to study for the CPC exam varies based on individual experience.
Generally, candidates should plan for 3 to 6 months of study time, dedicating several hours each week

to review and practice.

Q: Can | use coding manuals during the CPC exam?

A: Yes, you are allowed to use coding manuals during the CPC exam. Candidates typically bring the

CPT, ICD-10-CM, and HCPCS Level Il manuals to the exam.

Q: Are there any prerequisites for taking the CPC exam?

A: There are no formal prerequisites to take the CPC exam; however, a background in medical coding

or billing is highly beneficial.



Q: What types of questions are on the CPC exam?

A: The CPC exam includes multiple-choice questions that cover various topics, including coding
guidelines, anatomy, and compliance. The questions test both theoretical knowledge and practical

application of coding principles.

Q: How often is the CPC exam offered?

A: The CPC exam is offered throughout the year at various testing centers. Candidates can schedule

their exam date based on availability.

Q: What happens if | fail the CPC exam?

A: If you fail the CPC exam, you can retake it after a waiting period. AAPC allows candidates to retake

the exam, and additional study and preparation are encouraged before reattempting.

Q: Is there a recommended study program for the CPC exam?

A: AAPC offers a variety of study programs, including self-paced online courses, workshops, and in-

person classes. These programs are designed to prepare candidates effectively for the CPC exam.

Q: What are the benefits of becoming a certified CPC?

A: Becoming a certified CPC opens up various career opportunities in medical coding and billing,
enhances job prospects, and often leads to higher salary potential. Additionally, certification

demonstrates professional competence and expertise in the field.
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