how to take the cpc exam

how to take the cpc exam is a crucial step for professionals aiming to advance their
careers in medical coding. The Certified Professional Coder (CPC) exam, administered by
the American Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC), evaluates a candidate's knowledge
and skills in coding procedures and diagnoses. This comprehensive guide covers
everything you need to know about preparing for and successfully taking the CPC exam,
including eligibility requirements, study tips, registration processes, and what to expect
on exam day. By following the detailed steps outlined in this article, you can ensure you
are well-prepared to pass the CPC exam and enhance your career prospects in the
healthcare industry.
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Understanding the CPC Exam

The CPC exam is designed to test your proficiency in various aspects of medical coding,
including anatomy, medical terminology, and coding guidelines. This certification is highly
regarded in the healthcare industry, as it demonstrates your expertise and commitment to
best practices in medical coding. The exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions that
you must complete within a set time limit. Understanding the structure and content of the
exam is essential for effective preparation.

Exam Format and Content

The CPC exam includes questions that assess your knowledge in several key areas,
including:

e Current Procedural Terminology (CPT)
e Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS)

¢ International Classification of Diseases (ICD)



e Compliance and regulatory guidelines

e Medical terminology and anatomy

Each section of the exam focuses on different coding systems and practices, making it
essential to have a well-rounded understanding of these topics.

Eligibility Requirements

Before you can take the CPC exam, you must meet specific eligibility criteria. These
requirements ensure that candidates have the foundational knowledge and experience
needed to succeed.

Education and Experience

To qualify for the CPC exam, you typically need to have a high school diploma or
equivalent. While formal education in medical coding is not mandatory, it is highly
beneficial. Many candidates choose to complete a medical coding certification program or
obtain an associate degree in health information technology. Additionally, candidates
should have at least two years of coding experience in a physician's office or a similar
healthcare setting.

Registration Process

Once you have determined that you meet the eligibility requirements, the next step is to
register for the CPC exam. The registration process is straightforward but requires careful
attention to detail.

Steps to Register
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. Visit the AAPC website.

N

. Create an account if you do not already have one.
3. Select the CPC exam from the list of available certifications.
4. Choose a test date and location that works for you.

5. Complete the payment process.

After registration, you will receive confirmation details via email, including instructions for
accessing your exam materials and any additional information needed for test day.
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