
how to teach narrative writing

How to teach narrative writing is a fundamental skill for educators aiming to
enhance their students' writing capabilities. Narrative writing allows
students to express their thoughts, feelings, and creativity through
storytelling. It is essential not just for academic success but also for
personal expression and communication. This article will provide a
comprehensive guide for teachers on how to effectively teach narrative
writing, including strategies, activities, and assessment techniques.

Understanding Narrative Writing

Before teaching narrative writing, it’s important to understand what
constitutes a narrative. A narrative is a story that includes certain
elements such as characters, setting, plot, conflict, and resolution. These
components work together to create a cohesive and engaging narrative.

The Elements of a Narrative

1. Characters: The individuals who take part in the story. They can be
people, animals, or even inanimate objects.
2. Setting: The time and place where the story unfolds. This context can
greatly influence the narrative.
3. Plot: The sequence of events that occur in the story, usually structured
around a conflict.
4. Conflict: The main problem or challenge faced by the characters, which
drives the narrative forward.
5. Resolution: The conclusion of the story, where conflicts are resolved, and
the characters’ journeys culminate.

Preparing to Teach Narrative Writing

Preparation is key when teaching narrative writing. Teachers should consider
the following steps to create a conducive learning environment:

Setting Clear Objectives

Establish clear learning objectives for the narrative writing lesson. These
might include:

- Understanding the structure of a narrative.
- Developing characters and settings.
- Creating a compelling plot with a conflict and resolution.
- Using descriptive language to enhance storytelling.



Gathering Resources

Collect various resources to help teach narrative writing effectively. These
can include:

- Books: Read aloud from children’s literature or classic novels to
illustrate narrative elements.
- Examples: Use samples of both strong and weak narratives to discuss what
works and what doesn’t.
- Writing Prompts: Provide a variety of prompts to spark creativity in
students.
- Visual Aids: Create charts or diagrams that outline the narrative
structure.

Teaching Strategies for Narrative Writing

Implementing effective teaching strategies is crucial in helping students
grasp narrative writing. Here are some techniques to consider:

Modeling and Demonstration

Demonstrate the writing process by:

- Writing a Narrative Together: Use a collaborative approach where students
contribute ideas to create a story as a class.
- Think-Alouds: As you write, verbalize your thought process, illustrating
how you develop characters, plot, and settings.

Brainstorming Sessions

Encourage students to brainstorm ideas before they begin writing. This can
involve:

- Mind Mapping: Have students create a visual representation of their ideas,
connecting characters, settings, and plot points.
- Free Writing: Allow students to write freely for a set amount of time
without worrying about grammar or structure, helping them to generate ideas.

Creating Outlines

Teach students to organize their thoughts by creating outlines. This can be
done through:

- Story Maps: A graphic organizer that helps students visualize the story's
elements.
- Plot Structure Diagrams: Outline the beginning, middle, and end, focusing
on the conflict and resolution.



Writing Process in Narrative Writing

The writing process consists of several stages that students should be
encouraged to follow:

Drafting

Instruct students to focus on getting their ideas onto paper without worrying
about perfection. Remind them that the first draft is just the beginning.

Revising

Teach students the importance of revising their work. This could include:

- Peer Reviews: Pair students to read each other’s drafts and provide
constructive feedback.
- Checklists: Create a checklist of key narrative elements for students to
assess their own writing.

Editing

Highlight the difference between revising and editing. Editing focuses on
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Provide tools such as:

- Editing Symbols: Teach students common editing symbols to use on their
drafts.
- Editing Partners: Pair students to help each other with the editing
process.

Publishing

Once the narratives are revised and edited, encourage students to share their
work. This can be done through:

- Classroom Read-Alouds: Allow students to read their stories aloud to the
class.
- Writing Contests: Organize a contest where students can submit their
narratives for prizes or recognition.

Activities to Enhance Narrative Writing Skills

Engaging activities can make the learning process enjoyable and effective.
Here are several activities to consider:



Storytelling Games

- Story Cubes: Use dice with images on them. Students roll the dice and
create a story based on the images shown.
- Collaborative Storytelling: Start a story, and each student adds a sentence
or two, building on what the previous person said.

Prompts and Picture Prompts

Provide students with various writing prompts, such as:

- “What if…” Scenarios: Encourage creative thinking with hypothetical
situations.
- Picture Prompts: Show a picture and have students write a story inspired by
it.

Character Development Exercises

- Character Profiles: Have students create detailed profiles for their
characters, including their backgrounds, motivations, and challenges.
- Character Interviews: Students can write and role-play interviews with
their characters to deepen their understanding.

Assessment Techniques for Narrative Writing

Assessing narrative writing requires a thoughtful approach. Here are some
techniques:

Rubrics

Develop a rubric that outlines specific criteria for assessing students’
narratives. Criteria may include:

- Content: Clarity and depth of the plot and character development.
- Organization: Structure and flow of the narrative.
- Language Use: Vocabulary, grammar, and style.
- Creativity: Originality and inventiveness in storytelling.

Self-Assessment and Reflection

Encourage students to reflect on their writing by:

- Journals: Keeping a writing journal where they can express what they
learned and how they can improve.
- Reflection Essays: Writing a short essay about their writing process and
challenges faced.



Conclusion

Teaching narrative writing is an enriching experience that fosters
creativity, critical thinking, and self-expression among students. By
understanding the elements of narrative, employing effective teaching
strategies, engaging students with activities, and using comprehensive
assessment techniques, educators can guide their students to become confident
and skilled narrative writers. As students learn to weave their stories, they
not only enhance their writing abilities but also develop a lifelong passion
for storytelling.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key components of narrative writing that
I should teach my students?

The key components of narrative writing include a clear plot structure
(exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution), well-
developed characters, a vivid setting, a specific point of view, and a
thematic message. Encouraging students to incorporate these elements will
enhance their storytelling abilities.

How can I help students develop their characters in
narrative writing?

Encourage students to create character profiles that include details such as
physical appearance, personality traits, motivations, and backstories. Use
character development exercises, such as writing a day-in-the-life scenario
or crafting dialogue, to help them explore their characters more deeply.

What techniques can I use to teach students about
setting in narrative writing?

Teach students to show, not just tell, when it comes to setting. Use sensory
details to describe the environment, including sights, sounds, smells, and
textures. Have them practice writing descriptive paragraphs that place the
reader in the scene, and discuss how setting can influence the mood and
characters' actions.

How can I encourage students to find their unique
narrative voice?

Encourage students to read a variety of narrative texts to explore different
styles and voices. Have them experiment with writing prompts that allow them
to express their thoughts and feelings authentically. Provide opportunities
for peer feedback to help them refine their voice while maintaining
originality.

What are effective strategies for revising narrative



writing?

Teach students the importance of revision by having them focus on different
elements in each round of editing—plot coherence, character development,
dialogue, and descriptive language. Use peer review sessions to gather
feedback and encourage self-reflection by asking targeted questions about
their narratives, prompting them to consider how they can improve clarity and
engagement.
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