
how to use a fire extinguisher

How to use a fire extinguisher is a crucial skill that can save lives and
property in the event of a fire. A fire extinguisher is a portable device
that can put out small fires before they escalate into larger emergencies.
Understanding how to properly use a fire extinguisher is essential for
everyone, especially in homes, workplaces, and public areas. This article
will provide a comprehensive guide on the types of fire extinguishers, when
to use one, and the proper technique for using them effectively.

Types of Fire Extinguishers

Before diving into the usage of fire extinguishers, it's important to
understand the different types available. Fire extinguishers are categorized
by the type of fire they are designed to extinguish. Here are the main types:

Class A: Designed for ordinary combustibles such as wood, paper, and
cloth.

Class B: Effective against flammable liquids like gasoline, oil, and
grease.

Class C: Used for electrical fires, such as those caused by wiring,
appliances, or circuit breakers.

Class D: Suitable for combustible metals, often found in industrial
settings.

Class K: Specifically designed for kitchen fires involving cooking oils
and fats.

It's critical to use the correct type of extinguisher for the fire you are
facing to avoid making the situation worse.

When to Use a Fire Extinguisher

Understanding when to use a fire extinguisher can be the difference between a
minor incident and a major disaster. Here are some key considerations:

The fire is small and contained.

You have a clear escape route.

You feel confident in using the extinguisher.

It is safe to approach the fire.



However, if the fire is large, spreading quickly, or you feel unsafe in any
way, it is best to evacuate the area and call emergency services.

How to Use a Fire Extinguisher: The PASS
Technique

The most effective way to remember how to use a fire extinguisher is by
following the PASS technique:

Pull: Pull the pin on the extinguisher to break the seal. This pin1.
prevents accidental discharge.

Aim: Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire. This is crucial as you need2.
to target the source of the flames.

Squeeze: Squeeze the handle to release the extinguishing agent. Apply3.
steady pressure to ensure effective discharge.

Sweep: Sweep the nozzle from side to side while aiming at the base of4.
the fire until it appears to be out. Keep an eye on the area in case it
reignites.

Step-by-Step Guide to Using a Fire Extinguisher

Here’s a more detailed step-by-step guide on how to use a fire extinguisher
effectively:

1. Assess the Situation
Before you act, quickly assess the fire. Ask yourself:

Is the fire small and manageable?

Can I safely approach the fire?

Is there a clear escape route behind me?

If the answer to any of these questions is no, evacuate immediately and call
emergency services.

2. Retrieve the Fire Extinguisher
Make sure you grab the correct type of fire extinguisher for the fire at
hand. If it’s a kitchen fire, for instance, a Class K extinguisher would be
ideal.



3. Pull the Pin
Once you have the extinguisher, pull the safety pin at the top. This action
breaks the seal and allows you to start using the extinguisher.

4. Aim at the Base of the Fire
Position yourself at a safe distance from the fire, typically 6 to 8 feet
away. Aim the nozzle or hose at the base of the fire rather than at the
flames.

5. Squeeze the Handle
Squeeze the handle to release the extinguishing agent. Maintain a steady grip
and pressure to ensure a continuous discharge.

6. Sweep from Side to Side
As you discharge the contents, sweep the nozzle from side to side, covering
the entire area of the fire’s base. Continue this action until the fire is
out.

7. Watch for Reignition
After extinguishing the fire, remain vigilant. Sometimes, embers can
reignite, so keep an eye on the area for a few minutes.

Maintenance and Safety Tips

To ensure your fire extinguisher is always ready for use, follow these
maintenance and safety tips:

Regular Inspections: Check your fire extinguisher monthly to ensure it’s
in good condition. Look for any signs of damage, corrosion, or leaks.

Annual Service: Have your fire extinguisher professionally inspected and
serviced at least once a year.

Recharge After Use: Even if you’ve used only part of your extinguisher,
it’s essential to have it recharged.

Proper Placement: Store extinguishers in easily accessible locations,
such as near exits or in kitchens.

Training: Familiarize yourself and your family or coworkers with how to
use a fire extinguisher through practice drills.



Conclusion

Knowing how to use a fire extinguisher can provide peace of mind and
potentially save lives during emergencies. By understanding the different
types of extinguishers, when to use them, and mastering the PASS technique,
you can be prepared to handle small fires effectively. Remember to maintain
your extinguishers regularly and ensure that everyone in your household or
workplace understands how to use them. Being prepared is the best way to
ensure safety in case of a fire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the PASS technique for using a fire
extinguisher?

The PASS technique stands for Pull the pin, Aim the nozzle, Squeeze the
handle, and Sweep from side to side.

How do I know if a fire extinguisher is suitable for
the type of fire?

Check the label on the extinguisher; it will indicate the class of fire it is
designed for (Class A for ordinary combustibles, Class B for flammable
liquids, Class C for electrical fires, etc.).

What should I do before using a fire extinguisher?

Ensure that the fire is small and contained, and that there is a clear path
to safety. If the fire is large or spreading, evacuate immediately and call
emergency services.

Can I use a water extinguisher on an electrical fire?

No, you should never use water on an electrical fire, as it can conduct
electricity and increase the risk of electrocution. Use a Class C
extinguisher instead.

How often should I check my fire extinguishers?

You should inspect your fire extinguishers at least once a month, checking
for pressure, physical damage, and expiration dates.

What should I do if the fire extinguisher doesn’t
work?

If the extinguisher does not work, evacuate immediately and call 911. Do not
attempt to fight the fire without proper equipment.

Is it safe to use a fire extinguisher indoors?

Yes, fire extinguishers are designed for use indoors, but ensure that you



have a clear exit route and that the fire is manageable.

What is the ideal distance to stand from a fire while
using an extinguisher?

Stand about 6 to 8 feet away from the fire when using an extinguisher,
adjusting the distance as necessary based on the size and intensity of the
fire.

How do I dispose of an expired fire extinguisher?

Contact your local fire department or hazardous waste disposal facility for
guidance on how to safely dispose of expired fire extinguishers.
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