how to use tarot cards

How to use tarot cards is a practice steeped in history, mystique, and personal growth. Tarot cards have
been utilized for centuries as a tool for divination, introspection, and guidance. Whether you are a novice
looking to explore the world of tarot or someone seeking to deepen your existing practice, understanding
how to use tarot cards is essential. This article will guide you through the fundamental aspects of tarot

reading, from choosing your deck to interpreting the cards and conducting readings.

Understanding Tarot Cards

Tarot cards are a deck of 78 cards divided into two main segments: the Major Arcana and the Minor Arcana.
The Major Arcana consists of 22 cards that represent significant life lessons, spiritual themes, and deep
archetypal energies. The Minor Arcana is composed of 56 cards divided into four suits: Cups, Pentacles,

Swords, and Wands. Each suit corresponds to different aspects of life and human experience.

The Structure of Tarot Cards

1. Major Arcana:

- The Fool (0): New beginnings, spontaneity, and adventure.

- The Magician (I): Manifestation, resourcefulness, and power.

- The High Priestess (II): Intuition, unconscious knowledge, and mystery.
- (And so on through to The World (XXI)).

2. Minor Arcana:

- Cups: Emotions, relationships, and connections.
- Pentacles: Material aspects, work, and finances.
- Swords: Intellect, conflict, and decisions.

- Wands: Creativity, action, and inspiration.

Choosing Your Tarot Deck

Selecting your first tarot deck can be an exciting yet daunting task. With numerous designs and themes

available, it’s important to choose one that resonates with you personally.



Factors to Consider When Choosing a Deck

- Art Style: The imagery on the cards should speak to you. Whether you prefer traditional Rider-Waite
imagery or more modern interpretations, find art that inspires you.

- Guidebook: A deck that comes with a comprehensive guidebook can be helpful, especially for beginners.
Look for decks that provide detailed explanations of each card.

- Theme: Tarot decks come in various themes, from nature and mythology to pop culture and fantasy.
Choose a theme that aligns with your interests or spiritual beliefs.

- Size and Quality: Consider the size of the cards and their durability. A larger card may be difficult to

shuffle, while a small deck may feel uncomfortable in your hands.

Preparing for a Tarot Reading

Preparation is key to a successful tarot reading. Taking time to center yourself and create the right

environment sets the tone for insightful readings.

Creating a Sacred Space

1. Choose a Quiet Location: Find a space where you won’t be disturbed. This could be a room in your home,

a garden, or any place that feels peaceful.

2. Set the Mood: Dim the lights or use candles to create a calming atmosphere. You might also want to play

soft music or use incense to enhance the ambiance.

3. Gather Your Tools: Aside from your tarot deck, consider having a notebook and pen to jot down your

insights, a crystal for energy, or a cloth to lay the cards on.

Centering Yourself

- Take a few deep breaths to calm your mind.
- Engage in a brief meditation or visualization, focusing on your intention for the reading.

- You may also want to set an intention or pose a question you wish to explore during the reading.

Learning to Read Tarot Cards



Reading tarot cards involves more than just memorizing card meanings. It’s about intuition, understanding,

and storytelling. As you become more familiar with the cards, your readings will become more insightful.

Basic Card Meanings

- Upright vs. Reversed: Each card has an upright meaning and, if drawn reversed, it can indicate a
blockage, challenge, or a different aspect of the card’s energy.
- Intuitive Interpretation: When interpreting a card, consider what emotions or thoughts arise for you.

Trust your intuition; it often holds the key to deeper insights.

Common Tarot Spreads

A tarot spread is the arrangement of cards in a specific layout. Here are three common spreads to start with:

1. One-Card Pull: Great for daily guidance. Simply draw one card and reflect on its message throughout the

day.

2. Three-Card Spread: This spread can represent the past, present, and future or explore a situation, its

challenges, and potential outcomes.

3. Celtic Cross Spread: A more complex layout that involves ten cards and provides a comprehensive view

of a situation, including influences, hopes, and fears.

Conducting a Tarot Reading

When you are ready to conduct a reading, follow these steps to ensure a meaningful experience.

Steps for a Tarot Reading

1. Shuffle the Deck: Focus on your question or intention as you shuffle. This helps to infuse your energy
into the deck.

2. Cut the Deck: After shuffling, you may cut the deck into three piles and then reassemble them. This is a

personal choice, but it can help to symbolically 'reset’ the cards.

3. Lay Out the Cards: Depending on the spread you’ve chosen, place the cards face down in the designated



positions.

4. Turn Over the Cards: One by one, turn over the cards, starting from the first position. Take your time to

absorb the imagery and meanings.

5. Interpret the Cards: Use your knowledge of the card meanings, your intuition, and the context of the
spread to interpret the reading. Look for connections between the cards and how they relate to your

question.

6. Summarize the Reading: Once all cards are laid out and interpreted, summarize the key insights. What

overall message do you receive? What actions or reflections does it inspire?

Developing Your Tarot Practice

As with any skill, practice is essential for deepening your tarot reading abilities. Here are some ways to

develop your practice:

Daily Draws

- Commit to pulling a card each day. Reflect on its meaning and how it relates to your daily life.

Journaling

- Keep a tarot journal to record your readings, insights, and personal interpretations. This will help you

track your growth and understanding over time.

Join a Community

- Seek out tarot groups, either in person or online, to share experiences, ask questions, and learn from

others.

Ethics and Responsibility in Tarot Reading

Tarot reading is not just a mystical practice; it also carries a responsibility. It’s essential to approach readings



ethically and with care.

Guidelines for Ethical Reading

- Confidentiality: Respect the privacy of others when reading for them. Keep their insights and questions
private.

- Avoid Definitive Predictions: Remember, tarot provides guidance, not certainties. Encourage clients to
use the insights for empowerment rather than fate.

- Be Respectful: Always approach readings with compassion and sensitivity. Be mindful of the emotional

weight of the messages conveyed.

Conclusion

Learning how to use tarot cards opens a door to a world of self-discovery, intuition, and spiritual growth.
By understanding the structure of the tarot, choosing the right deck, preparing for readings, and
developing your practice, you can harness the transformative power of tarot. Whether you seek guidance
for yourself or others, the insights gained from tarot can illuminate your path and enrich your life.

Embrace the journey, trust your intuition, and let the cards guide you.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the basic structure of a tarot deck?

A standard tarot deck consists of 78 cards, divided into the Major Arcana (22 cards representing significant
life events and spiritual lessons) and the Minor Arcana (56 cards divided into four suits: Cups, Pentacles,

Swords, and Wands, representing everyday situations and experiences).

How should I prepare for a tarot reading?

Before a reading, it's beneficial to create a calm and focused environment. You may want to meditate, set

an intention for your reading, and shuffle the cards while concentrating on your question or situation.

What is the significance of card positions in a tarot spread?

In a tarot spread, each card’s position has a specific meaning that contributes to the overall interpretation.
For example, in a three-card spread, the first card may represent the past, the second the present, and the

third the future, providing context to the question asked.



How do I interpret reversed tarot cards?

Reversed cards can indicate blocked energy, challenges, or a different perspective on the card's upright
meaning. The interpretation of a reversed card depends on the context of the reading and the surrounding

cards, so it's important to consider them as part of the whole.

Can I use tarot cards for guidance in daily decision-making?

Yes, many people use tarot cards for daily guidance by pulling a single card each morning to reflect on its
message throughout the day. This practice can help you gain insight into your thoughts and feelings,

guiding your decisions and actions.
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