
how to wax a snowboard

How to Wax a Snowboard is an essential skill for any snowboarder looking to
enhance their performance on the slopes. Properly waxing your snowboard not
only improves glide but also protects the base from damage and prolongs its
lifespan. In this article, we will discuss the importance of waxing, the
materials you need, and a step-by-step guide on how to wax your snowboard
effectively.

Why Wax Your Snowboard?

Waxing your snowboard serves multiple purposes:

1. Improved Performance: A well-waxed snowboard glides more smoothly over the
snow, reducing friction and increasing speed.
2. Base Protection: Regular waxing helps protect the base from drying out,
which can lead to scratches and damage.
3. Enhanced Control: A properly waxed board allows for better maneuverability
and control, making it easier to navigate various snow conditions.
4. Longer Lifespan: By maintaining the base of your snowboard, you can extend
its lifespan significantly.

Materials Needed for Waxing a Snowboard

Before you start, gather the following materials:

Snowboard-specific wax (choose based on temperature and snow conditions)

Waxing iron (a dedicated snowboard iron is best)

Plastic scraper (to remove excess wax)

Brush (nylon or brass for polishing)

Base cleaner (optional, for pre-wax cleaning)

Cloth (for applying cleaner and wiping the base)

Masking tape (to protect edges from wax)

Step-by-Step Guide to Waxing Your Snowboard

Now that you have all your materials ready, follow these steps to wax your
snowboard:



1. Prepare Your Workspace

Find a clean, flat surface where you can comfortably work on your snowboard.
Ideally, use a workbench or a sturdy table. Ensure you have good lighting and
ventilation, especially if you’re using base cleaner and wax.

2. Clean the Snowboard Base

If your snowboard is dirty or has old wax on it, clean it before applying new
wax. Follow these steps:

- Use a base cleaner and a cloth to wipe down the snowboard. This will remove
dirt, grime, and old wax.
- If the board has significant dirt buildup, consider using a brush to scrub
the base lightly.
- Allow the board to dry completely before moving to the next step.

3. Set Up the Snowboard for Waxing

Position the snowboard so that the base is facing up and secure it. You can
use V-blocks or a snowboard vise to hold it in place. If you don’t have a
vise, you can use a couple of towels to keep the board steady.

4. Protect the Edges

To prevent wax from getting on the edges of the snowboard, use masking tape
along the edges. This will help you achieve a cleaner finish and make it
easier to scrape off excess wax later.

5. Heat the Waxing Iron

Plug in your waxing iron and set it to the appropriate temperature for the
wax you are using. The wax should melt but not smoke; if it smokes, the iron
is too hot. Typically, the ideal temperature range is between 120°F to 160°F
(49°C to 71°C).

6. Apply the Wax

Once the iron is heated:

- Hold the wax against the iron and let it drip onto the snowboard base. Aim
for a zig-zag pattern to ensure even distribution.
- After covering the board with wax droplets, use the iron to spread the wax
evenly. Move the iron in small circles or back and forth to melt the wax into
the base.
- Be careful not to keep the iron in one spot for too long to avoid damaging
the base.



7. Let the Wax Cool

Once you’ve evenly spread the wax over the base, turn off the iron and allow
the wax to cool for about 15-30 minutes. This cooling time allows the wax to
penetrate the base effectively.

8. Scrape Off Excess Wax

After the wax has cooled, it’s time to remove any excess:

- Use the plastic scraper to gently scrape off the excess wax. Start from the
nose of the board and work your way toward the tail.
- Ensure you are scraping at a 45-degree angle to avoid damaging the base.
- You should aim for a smooth finish, only leaving a thin layer of wax on the
base.

9. Brush the Base

After scraping off the excess wax, use a brush to polish the base:

- Start with a brass brush to open up the pores of the base and remove any
remaining wax particles.
- Follow up with a nylon brush for a final polish, which enhances the glide
of the snowboard.

10. Final Inspection and Cleaning

Inspect your work:

- Check for any areas that might need additional scraping or brushing.
- Use a cloth to wipe down the edges and remove any wax residue.

Tips for Maintaining Your Snowboard

To keep your snowboard in top condition, consider the following tips:

1. Regular Waxing: Wax your snowboard every 4-6 rides or whenever you notice
the base looking dry or dull.
2. Storage: If you’re storing your snowboard for an extended period, apply a
thicker layer of wax, and don’t scrape it off. This will help protect the
base during storage.
3. Inspect Regularly: Check your board regularly for scratches, dings, or
other damage. Early detection can prevent further issues.

Conclusion

Knowing how to wax a snowboard is essential for any snowboarder looking to



enhance performance and prolong the life of their equipment. By following
this detailed guide, you can ensure that your snowboard glides smoothly over
the snow, allowing you to enjoy your time on the slopes even more. Remember,
regular maintenance is key, so make waxing a part of your snowboarding
routine!

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to wax my snowboard?

You will need snowboard-specific wax, a waxing iron, a plastic scraper, a
nylon brush, and a clean cloth.

How often should I wax my snowboard?

It's recommended to wax your snowboard every 4-6 days of riding, or whenever
the base looks dry or feels rough.

How do I choose the right wax for my snowboard?

Choose the wax based on the snow temperature and conditions. Generally, there
are warm, cold, and all-temperature waxes available.

Can I wax my snowboard without an iron?

Yes, you can use rub-on wax or spray-on wax, but these methods are less
effective than using an iron for a proper, lasting application.

What is the best temperature to wax my snowboard?

The ideal temperature for waxing is around 120-140°F (49-60°C), but it can
vary depending on the type of wax you are using.

How do I apply wax to my snowboard?

Melt the wax onto the base using a waxing iron, then spread it evenly. Allow
it to cool for about 30 minutes before scraping off the excess.

What technique should I use to scrape the excess wax?

Use a plastic scraper at a 45-degree angle to gently scrape off the excess
wax, working from the nose to the tail of the snowboard.

How do I know if my snowboard needs waxing?

If your snowboard feels slow, the base looks white or dry, or you see visible
scratches, it's time to wax it.

Can I wax my snowboard without removing the bindings?

Yes, you can wax without removing the bindings, but it's best to loosen them
for better access to the board's base.
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