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Building a deck can be one of the most rewarding home improvement projects you can
undertake. A well-constructed deck not only enhances the aesthetic appeal of your home
but also provides a valuable outdoor space for relaxation and entertainment. In Howard
County, Maryland, there are specific guidelines and considerations to keep in mind when
planning your deck project. This comprehensive guide will cover everything from
regulations and design tips to materials and maintenance, ensuring your deck project is a
success.

Understanding Local Regulations

Before diving into the design and construction of your deck, it’s crucial to familiarize
yourself with the local regulations in Howard County. These regulations are in place to
ensure safety and maintain the community's aesthetic.

Building Permits

Most deck constructions in Howard County require a building permit. Here are the steps to
follow:

1. Check with Howard County Office of Planning and Zoning: Visit their website or contact
them to understand the specific requirements for your area.

2. Submit Plans: Detailed plans of your deck designh must be submitted for approval. This
includes dimensions, materials, and structural details.

3. Obtain the Permit: Once your plans are approved, you can obtain the necessary permits
to begin construction.

Zoning Considerations

Zoning laws dictate where you can build your deck on your property. Key points to consider
include:

- Setback Requirements: These are the distances your deck must be from property lines.
Check the specific setbacks for your zoning district.

- Height Restrictions: There may be limitations on how high your deck can be built,
especially if it is elevated.



Deck Design Ideas

Designing your deck is one of the most exciting parts of the process. Here are some
popular design ideas:

Layout Options

1. Rectangular Decks: These are the most common and easiest to build. They fit well
against the house and can be extended as needed.

2. Multi-Level Decks: If your yard has varying elevations, consider a multi-level design to
create distinct areas for lounging and dining.

3. Curved Decks: For a more unique look, a curved deck can add visual interest and soften
the lines of your backyard.

Functional Features

- Built-in Seating: Incorporate benches or built-in seating areas to maximize space.

- Planters: Raised planters can add greenery and a natural feel to your deck.

- Pergolas and Awnings: These structures provide shade and can enhance the overall
design while creating a cozy atmosphere.

Choosing the Right Materials

The choice of materials can significantly impact the durability and appearance of your deck.
Here are some popular options:

Wood

- Pressure-Treated Lumber: Affordable and widely used, it is treated to resist rot and insects
but requires regular maintenance.

- Cedar and Redwood: These woods are naturally resistant to decay and offer beautiful
aesthetics. However, they can be more expensive and may require sealing.

Composite Materials

- Composite Decking: Made from a mixture of wood fibers and plastic, composite materials
are low-maintenance and resistant to rot and fading. They come in various colors and
textures, mimicking the look of real wood.

- PVC Decking: Another low-maintenance option, PVC decking is completely synthetic and
resistant to moisture, making it ideal for wet climates.



Metal and Other Materials

- Aluminum Decking: Although more expensive, aluminum is highly durable and resistant to
rust, making it a long-lasting option.

- Concrete: For a modern look, consider a concrete deck. It's incredibly durable and can be
stained or stamped to achieve various aesthetics.

Deck Construction Process

Once you've secured permits and chosen your design and materials, it's time to start
building. Here’s a simplified construction process:

Preparation

1. Site Assessment: Evaluate your yard to determine the best placement for your deck.
2. Mark the Area: Use stakes and string to outline the deck's perimeter.

Foundation and Framing

- Footings: Dig holes for your footings according to local code requirements. Typically, they
should extend below the frost line.

- Install Posts: Set your posts in the footings and ensure they are level and plumb.

- Frame the Deck: Construct the frame using beams and joists to provide support for the
decking material.

Decking Installation

- Lay Deck Boards: Start laying the decking boards from one end and work your way to the
other, securing them with screws or hidden fasteners.

- Finishing Touches: Add railings, stairs, and any additional features like built-in seating or
planters.

Maintaining Your Deck

Proper maintenance is essential to ensure the longevity of your deck. Here are some
maintenance tips:



Regular Cleaning

- Sweep Regularly: Remove leaves and debris to prevent mold and mildew growth.
- Wash Annually: Use a deck cleaner and a power washer to clean the surface thoroughly.

Sealing and Staining

- Seal Wood Decks: Apply a sealant every 1-3 years to protect against moisture and UV
damage.

- Stain as Needed: If your deck is stained, reapply the stain every 2-3 years or as needed
based on wear.

Inspect for Damage

- Regularly check for loose boards, rusted fasteners, or signs of rot. Promptly repair any
issues to prevent further damage.

Conclusion

Building a deck in Howard County can transform your outdoor space, providing a perfect
venue for family gatherings, summer barbecues, or simply a quiet place to unwind. By
understanding local regulations, choosing the right materials, and committing to regular
maintenance, you can ensure that your deck remains a beautiful and functional part of your
home for years to come. Whether you decide to tackle the project yourself or hire a
professional, this guide should serve as a helpful resource in your deck building journey.
Enjoy the process and the many benefits that come with having your own outdoor retreat!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Howard County Deck Guide?

The Howard County Deck Guide is a resource provided by the Howard County government
that outlines the requirements, regulations, and best practices for constructing decks in the
area.

Do | need a permit to build a deck in Howard County?

Yes, a permit is typically required for building a deck in Howard County. It's important to
check the specific requirements for your project with the local planning department.



What are the general steps to apply for a deck permit in
Howard County?

The general steps include filling out a permit application, submitting plans and drawings of
the proposed deck, paying the required fees, and scheduling an inspection once the deck is
built.

What are some common regulations included in the
Howard County Deck Guide?

Common regulations include setback requirements from property lines, height limitations,
and specifications for materials and structural integrity.

Are there any design guidelines provided in the Howard
County Deck Guide?

Yes, the guide includes design guidelines to ensure decks are aesthetically pleasing and
compatible with the surrounding environment, including recommendations on materials
and styles.

How can | find out if my property is suitable for a deck?

You can check zoning regulations and property lines through the Howard County zoning
office or by consulting with a licensed contractor who is familiar with local codes.

What resources are available for homeowners looking
to build a deck in Howard County?

Homeowners can access the Howard County Deck Guide online, consult with the local
planning department, and seek advice from licensed contractors or architects.

Is there a specific size limit for decks in Howard
County?

Yes, there are size limitations that vary based on zoning regulations and property size. It's
best to refer to the Howard County Deck Guide for specific measurements.
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