
howl the artwork of luis jimenez new
mexico magazine artist series
Howl the Artwork of Luis Jimenez New Mexico Magazine Artist Series is a
celebration of the vibrant and evocative work of one of New Mexico's most
influential artists. Luis Jimenez, known for his dynamic sculptures and bold
use of color, has left an indelible mark on the art scene in the American
Southwest. This article delves into Jimenez's background, his artistic style,
and the significance of his works, particularly within the context of New
Mexico's rich cultural heritage.

Who is Luis Jimenez?

Luis Jimenez was born on July 30, 1940, in El Paso, Texas, to a family of
Mexican descent. His upbringing in a culturally rich environment deeply
informed his artistic vision. Jimenez's early exposure to the traditional art
forms of his heritage sparked his passion for sculpture and design. He
pursued formal art education at the University of Texas at Austin, where he
honed his skills and developed a unique style that would come to define his
career.

Throughout his life, Jimenez sought to reflect the experiences and stories of
the Mexican-American community. He often incorporated themes of identity,
culture, and social justice into his work, creating pieces that resonate
deeply with viewers.

Artistic Style and Influences

Jimenez's artistic style is characterized by its bold colors, dynamic forms,
and a strong narrative quality. He primarily worked with fiberglass and
painted metal, allowing him to create large-scale sculptures that captured
the imagination of audiences. His works often depict figures and scenes that
celebrate the everyday lives of people in the Southwest, drawing from both
personal and cultural histories.

Major Influences

Several influences shaped Jimenez's artistic journey:

1. Cultural Heritage: Jimenez's Mexican heritage played a crucial role in his
work. He often drew from traditional Mexican art forms, such as folk art and
mural painting, infusing his sculptures with vibrant colors and themes that



honor his roots.

2. Personal Experiences: Jimenez's own life experiences, including his
upbringing in the borderlands and his interactions with diverse communities,
informed the narratives he portrayed in his art.

3. Political and Social Issues: Many of Jimenez's works address social
justice themes, including immigration, identity, and community struggles. He
used art as a platform to raise awareness about these critical issues.

Howl: A Signature Piece

One of Jimenez's most iconic works is the sculpture titled "Howl." This piece
encapsulates his ability to convey powerful emotions and narratives through
form and color.

Overview of "Howl"

- Material: "Howl" is crafted from fiberglass, a material that Jimenez
frequently utilized for its versatility and durability.
- Dimensions: The sculpture stands at an impressive height, designed to
command attention and provoke thought.
- Imagery: The piece features a dynamic representation of a coyote, a
recurring symbol in Native American folklore and Southwestern culture. The
coyote is often seen as a trickster figure, embodying both wisdom and folly.

Interpretation and Significance

The "Howl" sculpture serves multiple functions:

- Cultural Symbolism: The coyote is a powerful symbol in many Indigenous
cultures, representing survival, adaptability, and the connection between the
natural and spiritual worlds. By choosing this figure, Jimenez pays homage to
the rich tapestry of Native American mythology.

- Emotional Resonance: The howl of the coyote evokes feelings of loneliness,
longing, and the search for belonging. Jimenez's portrayal captures the
essence of these emotions, inviting viewers to reflect on their own
experiences of connection and isolation.

- Environmental Commentary: "Howl" also serves as a commentary on the
environment, highlighting the relationship between humans and nature. As
urbanization encroaches on natural habitats, Jimenez's work encourages a
dialogue about conservation and respect for wildlife.



The Impact of "Howl" in the New Mexico Magazine
Artist Series

The New Mexico Magazine Artist Series aims to showcase the diverse artistic
talents of the state, and Jimenez's "Howl" is a fitting inclusion. The series
highlights the cultural richness of New Mexico and the artists who contribute
to its identity.

Promotion of Local Artists

The New Mexico Magazine Artist Series plays a crucial role in promoting local
artists, providing them with a platform to reach broader audiences. By
featuring works like "Howl," the series:

- Encourages Artistic Expression: It inspires emerging artists by showcasing
established figures like Jimenez, demonstrating that creativity rooted in
cultural heritage can thrive and resonate with audiences.

- Fosters Community Engagement: The series fosters a sense of community among
artists and art lovers, encouraging dialogues about the significance of
culture and identity in artistic practice.

- Enhances Cultural Tourism: By promoting the works of local artists, the
series contributes to New Mexico's reputation as a cultural tourism
destination, attracting visitors eager to explore the state's artistic
landscape.

Legacy of Luis Jimenez

Luis Jimenez passed away in 2006, but his legacy continues to influence
artists and communities across the Southwest. His work serves as a bridge
between cultures, inviting viewers to engage with the complexities of
identity, tradition, and modernity.

Continuing Influence

- Inspiration for Future Generations: Jimenez's commitment to representing
the experiences of marginalized communities has inspired countless artists to
explore similar themes in their work. His use of bold color and form
encourages experimentation and innovation in artistic expression.

- Art as Activism: Jimenez's work exemplifies how art can serve as a form of
activism, addressing social issues and fostering conversations about



identity, culture, and community. This approach continues to resonate in
contemporary art practices.

- Cultural Preservation: Through his work, Jimenez has contributed to the
preservation of cultural narratives, ensuring that the stories and
experiences of the Mexican-American community are represented and celebrated.

Conclusion

Howl the Artwork of Luis Jimenez New Mexico Magazine Artist Series
encapsulates the essence of an artist who dedicated his life to exploring and
expressing the richness of cultural identity through art. Jimenez's work,
particularly pieces like "Howl," transcends mere aesthetics, inviting viewers
to engage with deeper themes of belonging, connection, and social justice.

As we celebrate Jimenez's contributions to the art world, we are reminded of
the power of creativity to inspire dialogue, foster understanding, and
preserve the stories of our communities. The New Mexico Magazine Artist
Series serves as a vital platform for this celebration, ensuring that
Jimenez's legacy and the voices of local artists continue to thrive. Through
their work, they remind us that art is not only a reflection of culture but
also a catalyst for change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of 'Howl' in Luis Jimenez's
body of work?
'Howl' is a striking example of Luis Jimenez's exploration of cultural
identity, drawing from his Mexican-American heritage and the themes of
resilience and community. The artwork reflects the spirit and struggles of
the people of New Mexico, making it a significant piece in his oeuvre.

How does Luis Jimenez incorporate traditional New
Mexican themes in 'Howl'?
In 'Howl', Jimenez integrates traditional motifs and narratives from New
Mexican folklore and mythology, using vibrant colors and dynamic forms to
evoke the rich cultural landscape of the region. This connection to local
traditions enhances the artwork's emotional depth and cultural resonance.

What materials and techniques did Luis Jimenez use



to create 'Howl'?
Luis Jimenez was known for his use of fiberglass and steel in his sculptures,
and 'Howl' is no exception. His innovative approach to these materials allows
for intricate detailing and bold, expressive forms that capture the viewer's
attention and convey powerful messages.

In what ways does 'Howl' reflect contemporary issues
faced by communities in New Mexico?
'Howl' addresses contemporary issues such as immigration, cultural
preservation, and social justice, reflecting the ongoing struggles of
marginalized communities in New Mexico. Jimenez's work serves as a dialogue
about identity and the importance of heritage in an ever-changing society.

How has 'Howl' been received by audiences and
critics alike?
'Howl' has been widely praised for its bold artistic vision and its poignant
commentary on cultural identity. Audiences appreciate the emotional impact of
the piece, while critics have lauded Jimenez's ability to blend traditional
artistry with modern themes, making it a notable highlight in contemporary
art discussions.
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