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have long been a subject of fascination and study, shedding light on the
intricate tapestry of early American history. The Huguenots, French
Protestants who faced severe persecution in their homeland during the 16th
and 17th centuries, found refuge in various parts of the world, including
South Carolina. This article explores the history, contributions, and lasting
impact of the Huguenots in Colonial South Carolina, as well as the scholarly
works that delve into this significant chapter of American history.

The Historical Context of the Huguenots

The Huguenots emerged during the French Wars of Religion, which pitted
Catholics against Protestants. Their plight culminated in the Edict of Nantes
in 1598, which granted them certain rights, but this was revoked in 1685,
leading to a new wave of persecution. Many Huguenots fled France, seeking
safety and economic opportunity abroad.



