
hummel plates price guide

hummel plates price guide is an essential resource for collectors and enthusiasts seeking to

understand the market value of Hummel plates. These decorative plates, known for their charming

depictions of children and pastoral scenes, have become highly sought-after collectibles since their

inception. This comprehensive guide will provide a detailed overview of Hummel plates, including their

history, factors influencing their prices, a price guide for various types, and tips for buying and selling.

By the end of this article, readers will gain valuable insights into the Hummel plate market, enabling

them to make informed decisions.
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History of Hummel Plates

The history of Hummel plates dates back to the early 20th century, rooted in the artistic works of Sister



Maria Innocentia Hummel. This German nun was an accomplished artist whose illustrations captured

the innocence and joy of childhood. In the 1930s, her artwork was licensed for use on porcelain

figurines and plates. The plates quickly gained popularity, especially in the United States, where they

became emblematic of both nostalgia and craftsmanship.

The plates are typically produced by the Goebel porcelain company, which has a long-standing

tradition of high-quality production. Each plate is hand-painted and features intricate designs that

appeal to collectors. Over the years, various editions and series have been released, each with unique

themes and designs. The plates are often released in limited editions, further increasing their

desirability and value among collectors.

Factors Influencing Hummel Plates Prices

Understanding the factors that influence the prices of Hummel plates is vital for collectors. Several key

elements play a crucial role in determining the market value of these collectibles.

Rarity

The rarity of a specific plate significantly affects its price. Limited edition plates or those that are out of

production tend to fetch higher prices. Collectors often seek rare pieces to complete their collections,

driving up demand and value.

Condition

The condition of a Hummel plate is critical in assessing its worth. Plates that are in mint condition, with

no chips, cracks, or discoloration, are valued much higher than those that show signs of wear. Proper

care and display are essential to maintaining the integrity of the plates.



Market Demand

The demand for Hummel plates can fluctuate based on trends in collectibles. Factors such as new

collectors entering the market or changes in artistic tastes can influence how much collectors are

willing to pay for specific plates.

Artist Signatures and Markings

Plates that feature the original artist's signature or specific markings from Goebel can be more

valuable. Understanding the different markings used over the years can help collectors identify more

valuable pieces.

Hummel Plates Price Guide

The following price guide provides an overview of typical values for various Hummel plates. Prices can

vary based on the factors mentioned above, but this guide serves as a reference point for collectors.

Standard Plates: Prices typically range from $30 to $100.

Limited Edition Plates: These can range from $100 to $500, depending on rarity.

Rare Plates: Some rare plates can command prices from $500 to over $1,000.

First Issue Plates: Often valued between $200 and $800, depending on condition.

Annual Plates: Generally priced between $50 and $150.

Retired Plates: Can vary widely, often ranging from $100 to $1,200.



When considering purchasing Hummel plates, it is advisable to consult recent auction results or pricing

guides to get the most accurate and updated values.

Buying and Selling Hummel Plates

For collectors looking to buy or sell Hummel plates, there are several strategies to consider.

Where to Buy

Hummel plates can be purchased from various sources, including:

Antique shops

Online marketplaces

Collector shows and conventions

Estate sales and auctions

Specialty retailers

Each of these venues offers different advantages. For example, antique shops may provide

opportunities to see the plates in person, while online marketplaces can offer a wider selection.

How to Sell

When selling Hummel plates, it is essential to:

Research current market values



Provide clear photographs and descriptions

Consider using auction sites or specialty shops

Be transparent about the condition and authenticity of the plate

Selling through reputable channels can help ensure that you achieve a fair price for your collectibles.

Conclusion

The Hummel plates price guide serves as a valuable resource for collectors and enthusiasts alike. By

understanding the history, pricing factors, and avenues for buying and selling, individuals can navigate

the Hummel plate market more effectively. Whether you are an avid collector or a casual enthusiast,

knowledge of the market dynamics will empower you to make informed decisions regarding your

Hummel plate collection.

Q: What are Hummel plates?

A: Hummel plates are decorative porcelain plates featuring designs based on the artwork of Sister

Maria Innocentia Hummel, depicting children and pastoral scenes. They are popular among collectors

and are produced by the Goebel company.

Q: How do I determine the value of my Hummel plates?

A: To determine the value of your Hummel plates, consider factors such as rarity, condition, market

demand, and whether the plate has any specific markings or signatures.



Q: Are there specific Hummel plates that are more valuable than

others?

A: Yes, certain Hummel plates, particularly limited editions and rare pieces, are typically more valuable

than standard plates. First issue plates and retired editions also tend to fetch higher prices.

Q: Where can I buy Hummel plates?

A: Hummel plates can be purchased from antique shops, online marketplaces, collector shows, estate

sales, and specialty retailers. Each venue offers different advantages for collectors.

Q: What condition should Hummel plates be in to have higher value?

A: Hummel plates should be in mint condition, free from chips, cracks, or discoloration, to command

higher values. Proper care and display are essential for maintaining their condition.

Q: How can I sell my Hummel plates?

A: To sell your Hummel plates, research current market values, provide clear photographs and

descriptions, and consider using auction sites or specialty shops for selling.

Q: What is the price range for Hummel plates?

A: The price range for Hummel plates varies widely, with standard plates typically valued between $30

and $100, while rare and limited edition plates can range from $100 to over $1,000.

Q: How do I identify rare Hummel plates?

A: Rare Hummel plates can often be identified by their limited edition status, unique designs, or

specific artist signatures and markings. Consulting price guides and collector resources can aid in



identification.

Q: Can I find Hummel plates at thrift stores?

A: Yes, it is possible to find Hummel plates at thrift stores, although the selection may be limited and

the condition variable. It's always wise to inspect the plates carefully before purchasing.
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