
hummel value guide
hummel value guide is an essential resource for collectors and enthusiasts seeking to understand
the worth of Hummel figurines and collectibles. Created by the Goebel company in the 1930s,
Hummel figurines have gained immense popularity worldwide, making them a sought-after
collectible. This guide will delve into the various factors that influence the value of Hummel pieces,
provide tips for assessing their worth, and offer insights into the market trends surrounding these
beloved collectibles. Additionally, we will explore the history of Hummel, the types of figurines
available, and how to care for and maintain their value over time.

To facilitate your understanding, we’ve included a comprehensive Table of Contents to navigate the
various sections of this guide.
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Understanding Hummel Figurines

Hummel figurines are charming porcelain collectibles that depict children engaged in various playful
activities. These figurines were inspired by the artwork of Sister Maria Innocentia Hummel, a Bavarian
nun whose illustrations captured the innocence of childhood. The Goebel company began producing
these figurines in the early 1930s, and they quickly became popular due to their delightful designs
and craftsmanship.

The range of Hummel figurines is extensive, featuring hundreds of different models. Each piece is
meticulously crafted, with attention to detail and quality that has become synonymous with the
Hummel brand. Collectors often seek specific editions, limited releases, and rare finds, which can
significantly affect the value of a figurine.



Factors Influencing Hummel Value

Understanding the various factors that contribute to the value of Hummel figurines is crucial for
collectors and investors. Several key elements can affect the market price of these collectibles.

Rarity and Demand

The rarity of a particular Hummel figurine plays a significant role in determining its value. Limited
editions, discontinued models, and rare pieces often command higher prices. Collectors are usually
willing to pay a premium for items that are hard to find.

Condition

The physical condition of a Hummel figurine greatly influences its value. Factors such as chips, cracks,
discoloration, and loss of original packaging can substantially decrease a figurine's worth. A well-
preserved piece is always more valuable than one that shows signs of wear and tear.

Age

Age is another critical factor in assessing value. Older pieces, particularly those produced in the early
years of Hummel production, tend to be more valuable. As time passes, certain models may become
more sought after, thus driving up their market price.

Market Trends

Market trends also play an important role in Hummel values. Economic conditions, collector interest,
and trends in the collectibles market can all influence pricing. Keeping abreast of these trends is
essential for collectors looking to buy or sell Hummel figurines.

Assessing the Value of Hummel Figurines

Determining the value of Hummel figurines can be a complex process, but several methods can assist
collectors in making informed decisions.

Consult Price Guides



One of the most effective ways to assess the value of Hummel figurines is by consulting price guides.
These guides, published periodically, provide a comprehensive overview of current market prices
based on recent sales data. They can be a helpful tool for both buyers and sellers.

Online Auctions and Sales

Exploring online auction sites and marketplaces can also provide insights into the current value of
Hummel figurines. Observing recent sales and bids can help collectors gauge what similar items are
selling for, thus informing their buying or selling prices.

Expert Appraisals

For those with rare or high-value pieces, seeking an appraisal from a professional who specializes in
collectibles can provide an accurate valuation. Experts can offer insights based on their knowledge of
the market and specific items.

Market Trends and Pricing

The market for Hummel figurines has evolved over the years, influenced by factors such as collector
interest and economic conditions. Understanding current market trends is vital for anyone looking to
invest in Hummel collectibles.

Current Pricing Trends

Hummel figurine prices can fluctuate significantly based on supply and demand. Currently, popular
models may sell for anywhere from $50 to several thousand dollars, depending on rarity and
condition. Collectors should stay informed about market values to make wise purchasing decisions.

Upcoming Auctions

Many collectors participate in auctions, where rare and valuable Hummel pieces are often sold.
Keeping an eye on upcoming auctions can provide opportunities to acquire sought-after items at
competitive prices. It’s advisable to research auction houses and their reputations to ensure a
trustworthy buying experience.



Caring for Hummel Figurines

To maintain the value of Hummel figurines, proper care and handling are essential. Here are some
tips to ensure longevity and preserve their condition.

Regular Dusting: Use a soft, dry cloth to gently dust figurines regularly, preventing dust
accumulation that can dull their finish.

Avoid Direct Sunlight: Keep figurines away from direct sunlight to prevent fading and
discoloration over time.

Stable Environment: Store Hummel pieces in a stable environment with controlled
temperature and humidity to avoid cracking or warping.

Handle with Care: Always handle figurines by their base and avoid touching painted areas to
prevent wear.

Conclusion

The Hummel value guide serves as an essential tool for collectors seeking to understand and navigate
the intricate world of Hummel figurines. With numerous factors influencing their value, from rarity and
condition to market trends, collectors must remain informed and equipped with the right knowledge.
By caring for their collections properly and being aware of current market dynamics, collectors can
not only enjoy their Hummel pieces but also potentially benefit from their investment over time.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What are Hummel figurines made of?
A: Hummel figurines are made of porcelain, a type of ceramic known for its strength and
translucence. The figurines are hand-painted and crafted, giving each piece a unique character.

Q: How can I tell if my Hummel figurine is authentic?
A: Authentic Hummel figurines typically have a Goebel trademark on the bottom. Additionally,
genuine pieces will have a specific mold number and often include “W. Goebel” or “Hummel” printed
on the base.



Q: Are there specific Hummel figurines that are considered
the most valuable?
A: Yes, some Hummel figurines are considered more valuable due to their rarity and demand. Popular
examples include the "Hum 1" and "Hum 2" models, which are among the earliest produced and are
highly sought after by collectors.

Q: What is the best way to sell my Hummel figurines?
A: Selling Hummel figurines can be done through various methods, such as online marketplaces,
auction houses, or collector shows. It is advisable to research current market values and consider
getting an appraisal before selling.

Q: Can I clean my Hummel figurines?
A: Yes, you can clean Hummel figurines, but it is essential to do so gently. Use a soft, damp cloth to
wipe the surface and avoid using harsh chemicals that could damage the finish.

Q: How can I find out the value of my Hummel collection?
A: To determine the value of your Hummel collection, consider consulting price guides, researching
recent sales online, or seeking a professional appraisal from an expert in collectibles.

Q: What are the most common mistakes collectors make with
Hummel figurines?
A: Common mistakes include neglecting proper care, failing to research market values, and
purchasing replicas instead of authentic pieces. Collectors should be diligent in their research and
maintenance practices.

Q: How do I store Hummel figurines to protect their value?
A: Store Hummel figurines in a stable environment with controlled temperature and humidity. Use
display cases or cabinets to protect them from dust and potential damage.

Q: Are there any Hummel figurines that are not worth
collecting?
A: Some Hummel figurines may have lower market values due to high production numbers or lack of
demand. Collectors should focus on pieces that resonate with them personally or are known for their
rarity.
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