i bought a zoo true story

I bought a zoo true story is a fascinating exploration of how a man
transformed his life by purchasing a zoo, a real-life adventure that inspired
both a memoir and a popular film. This story revolves around Benjamin Mee, a
widower who took a bold step to rejuvenate his family life and create a new
beginning for his children. The decision to buy the Dartmoor Zoo in England
was filled with challenges, triumphs, and the underlying message of
resilience and hope. In this article, we will delve into the true story
behind "I Bought a Zoo," the motivations that drove Mee to this unprecedented
venture, the obstacles he faced during the process, and the ultimate impact
this experience had on his family and the community. We will also discuss how
this incredible journey has resonated with audiences and the lessons learned
from it.
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Background of Benjamin Mee

Benjamin Mee is an author and entrepreneur, best known for his memoir "We
Bought a Zoo," which recounts his experience of purchasing a zoo as a way to
provide a fresh start for himself and his family. Following the death of his
wife, Mee faced the daunting task of raising his two children alone while
grappling with grief and the challenges of single parenthood. He sought a way
to create a meaningful life for his family, one that would not only provide
stability but also foster an environment of love and adventure.

Before embarking on this unique journey, Mee had a background in writing and
had also worked as a journalist. His experiences in these fields equipped him
with the skills to articulate his family's story compellingly, allowing him
to connect with readers on a deep emotional level. The decision to buy a zoo
was not made lightly; it stemmed from a desire to bring his family closer
together and to instill in them a sense of purpose and joy.



The Purchase of Dartmoor Zoo

The Dartmoor Zoo, located in Devon, England, came up for sale at a time when
Benjamin Mee was looking for a significant change in his life. The zoo had
been struggling financially, and its future was uncertain. However, Mee saw
potential where others saw hardship. With the help of his family and friends,
he raised the necessary funds to purchase the zoo, which amounted to around
£1.2 million.

One of the main attractions of Dartmoor Zoo was the variety of exotic animals
it housed. Mee's vision involved not just saving the zoo but also revamping
it to create an engaging and educational experience for visitors. He aimed to
turn the zoo into a thriving sanctuary for both animals and people,
emphasizing conservation and awareness of wildlife.

The Vision Behind the Purchase

Mee's motivation for buying the zoo was deeply rooted in his desire to
provide a nurturing environment for his children. He believed that by
immersing them in the world of animals and nature, they could heal from their
loss and learn valuable life lessons. His vision included not only restoring
the zoo but also integrating it into the community, making it a place where
families could come together to appreciate wildlife.

Challenges Faced

While the dream of owning a zoo was exhilarating, the reality was filled with
challenges. Benjamin Mee faced numerous hurdles, including financial
difficulties, animal care issues, and the emotional strain of running a
business while parenting alone. The zoo's dilapidated condition required
significant investment in repairs and improvements, and Mee had to navigate
the complexities of animal welfare regulations.

Financial Constraints

One of the most pressing challenges was securing ongoing funding. The initial
purchase was just the beginning; maintaining the zoo and ensuring its
sustainability was a constant battle. Mee had to develop a business plan that
included attracting more visitors, creating educational programs, and
exploring fundraising opportunities.

Animal Welfare Concerns

Another significant challenge was ensuring the health and well-being of the
animals. Mee was committed to providing a safe and enriching environment,
which required extensive knowledge about animal care. He worked tirelessly to
improve the living conditions for the animals, often seeking help from
veterinarians and wildlife experts.



Impact on Family and Community

The journey of buying and running Dartmoor Zoo had a profound impact on
Benjamin Mee's family. It brought them closer together and provided a shared
purpose that helped them cope with their grief. The challenges they faced as
a family unit fostered resilience and teamwork, teaching valuable life
lessons about perseverance and commitment.

Community Engagement

In addition to benefiting his family, Mee's efforts at the zoo also
positively influenced the local community. He organized events, educational
programs, and volunteer opportunities that encouraged community involvement.
The zoo became a hub for educational outreach, teaching visitors about
wildlife conservation and the importance of protecting endangered species.

e Organizing community events
e Creating educational programs for schools
e Encouraging volunteer participation

e Promoting wildlife conservation awareness

Media Adaptations of the Story

The captivating story of Benjamin Mee and his family’s adventure at Dartmoor
Zoo caught the attention of the media, leading to the publication of his
memoir and a subsequent film adaptation. In 2011, "We Bought a Zoo" was
released, starring Matt Damon as Benjamin Mee. The film brought the story to
a wider audience and highlighted the themes of love, loss, and hope.

The film adaptation, while dramatized, captured the essence of Mee's
experience and showcased the importance of family and the healing power of
nature. It introduced many to the real-life zoo and its mission, sparking
interest in animal welfare and zoo conservation efforts.

Lessons Learned from the Journey

The story of "I Bought a Zoo" is not Jjust about acquiring a zoo; it is about
the lessons learned along the way. Benjamin Mee's journey teaches us about
resilience, the importance of community, and the transformative power of
pursuing one’s dreams.

Resilience in the Face of Adversity

One of the most significant lessons from Mee's story is the importance of
resilience. The challenges he faced were daunting, but his determination to
succeed for the sake of his family and the animals inspired many. Resilience



is crucial in overcoming obstacles, and Mee's experience serves as a reminder
that persistence can lead to unexpected rewards.

The Power of Community

Another key takeaway is the power of community. Mee’s efforts to engage with
the local community not only revitalized the zoo but also created a support
system for his family. This highlights the importance of building
relationships and seeking help from others during challenging times.

Conclusion

The true story of "I Bought a Zoo" is an inspiring tale of courage, love, and
the pursuit of happiness. Benjamin Mee's decision to purchase Dartmoor Zoo
was a turning point in his life, offering a new beginning for him and his
children. Through his journey, he demonstrated that with determination and
community support, it is possible to transform challenges into opportunities.
The impact of his story continues to resonate, encouraging others to embrace
change and seek adventure in their own lives.

Q: What is the true story behind "I Bought a Zoo"?

A: The true story centers around Benjamin Mee, who purchased Dartmoor Zoo in
England as a way to provide a fresh start for himself and his children after
the loss of his wife. The journey involved numerous challenges but ultimately
led to personal growth and community engagement.

Q: Why did Benjamin Mee decide to buy a zoo?

A: Mee wanted to create a nurturing environment for his children, instilling
a sense of purpose and adventure. He believed that operating a zoo would
provide meaningful experiences while helping them cope with grief.

Q: What challenges did Mee face after buying the zoo0?

A: Mee faced financial difficulties, animal welfare concerns, and the
emotional strain of managing a business while parenting. He had to secure
ongoing funding and ensure the health and safety of the animals in his care.

Q: How did the purchase of the zoo impact Mee's
family?
A: The purchase brought the family closer together, fostering resilience and

teamwork as they faced challenges. It provided them with a shared purpose and
helped them heal from their loss.



Q: What is the significance of the film adaptation of
"We Bought a Zoo"?

A: The film adaptation brought Benjamin Mee's story to a wider audience,
highlighting themes of hope, love, and perseverance. It inspired many to
appreciate wildlife and the importance of conservation.

Q: What lessons can be learned from Benjamin Mee's
journey?
A: Mee's journey teaches the importance of resilience, community support, and

the transformative power of pursuing one's dreams. It illustrates how
challenges can lead to personal growth and positive change.

Q: What role did the community play in the success of
Dartmoor Zoo?

A: The community played a crucial role by engaging in events, educational
programs, and volunteering. Their support helped revitalize the zoo and
fostered a sense of shared responsibility for wildlife conservation.

Q: Is Dartmoor Zoo still operational today?

A: Yes, Dartmoor Zoo continues to operate and focuses on animal welfare,
conservation efforts, and educational outreach, building on the foundation
laid by Benjamin Mee and his family.

Q: How did Benjamin Mee's background help him in
running the zoo?

A: Mee's background as a writer and journalist provided him with the skills
to communicate effectively, share his family's story, and attract public
interest, which was wvital for the zoo's success.

Q: What inspired Benjamin Mee to write the memoir "We
Bought a Zoo"?
A: Mee was inspired to share his family's journey and the lessons learned

from their experiences at the zoo, hoping to connect with others who might be
facing similar challenges.
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