
i bury my heart at wounded knee
i bury my heart at wounded knee is a poignant phrase that encapsulates the
profound sorrow and historical injustices faced by Native American tribes
during the late 19th century. This phrase, derived from Dee Brown's seminal
book published in 1970, reflects the deep emotional impact of the U.S.
government’s policies and actions against Indigenous peoples. The book serves
as a critical historical narrative that documents the systematic displacement
and destruction of Native American cultures, focusing particularly on the
events surrounding the Wounded Knee Massacre. In this article, we will
explore the historical context of the book, its key themes, the significance
of the Wounded Knee incident, and its lasting influence on contemporary
discussions about Indigenous rights.
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Historical Context of "I Bury My Heart at
Wounded Knee"

The history surrounding "I Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee" is essential for
understanding the profound impact of the book. The late 19th century was a
time of intense conflict between the United States government and Native
American tribes. As the nation expanded westward, policies of assimilation,
relocation, and extermination were employed to subdue Indigenous populations
and seize their lands. Dee Brown meticulously researched these events to
provide a comprehensive account of the struggles faced by various tribes,
including the Lakota Sioux, Cheyenne, and Nez Perce.

The book was published during a period marked by growing awareness of Native
American issues, a time when many were beginning to question the historical
narratives presented in mainstream American culture. Brown's work was pivotal
in shifting perspectives, bringing to light the stories of those who had been
marginalized and voiceless. By utilizing firsthand accounts and historical
documents, Brown painted a vivid and tragic picture of the Indigenous
experience in America.



Key Themes Explored in the Book

"I Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee" delves into several key themes that
resonate throughout the book. These themes include the cultural eradication
of Native Americans, the betrayal and broken treaties by the U.S. government,
and the resilience of Indigenous peoples in the face of overwhelming
adversity.

Cultural Eradication

The theme of cultural eradication is prevalent in Brown's narrative. Various
Indigenous tribes faced systematic attempts to dismantle their cultures
through forced assimilation and the
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