
i dreamed a dream piano
i dreamed a dream piano is a phrase that resonates deeply with many music enthusiasts and fans
of musical theater. This powerful song, originating from the acclaimed musical "Les Misérables," has
captivated audiences with its poignant lyrics and moving melody. The piano arrangement of "I
Dreamed a Dream" allows musicians to express the song's emotional depth while showcasing their
technical skills. In this article, we will explore the song's origins, its significance in the musical, tips for
playing the piano arrangement, and resources for learning it effectively. We will also touch on its
impact on popular culture and how it has been interpreted by various artists.
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Introduction to "I Dreamed a Dream"
"I Dreamed a Dream" is one of the most iconic songs from the musical "Les Misérables," which is
based on Victor Hugo's novel of the same name. The song is performed by the character Fantine, who
reflects on her lost dreams and the harsh realities of her life. This powerful ballad has become a
staple in musical theater repertoire, celebrated for its emotional resonance and lyrical beauty. The
piano arrangement of this song is particularly popular among pianists due to its expressive melody
and rich harmonies. Understanding its background and the techniques involved in playing the piece
can enhance both performance and appreciation.

The Origins of "I Dreamed a Dream"
The song "I Dreamed a Dream" first appeared in the 1980 musical "Les Misérables," composed by
Claude-Michel Schönberg with lyrics by Alain Boublil. It is performed in the first act by Fantine, a
tragic figure who experiences the brutal consequences of poverty and societal neglect. The song
captures her despair and longing for a better life, reflecting larger themes of hope and disillusionment
that permeate the entire musical.

The context of the song is crucial to understanding its depth. Fantine's character faces numerous
challenges, including the loss of her job and separation from her daughter. The emotional weight of



her story combined with the haunting melody makes "I Dreamed a Dream" a standout moment in the
musical. The song has been performed by various artists worldwide, further solidifying its status as a
classic.

Musical Structure and Themes
The structure of "I Dreamed a Dream" is characterized by its lyrical simplicity and emotional
complexity. It follows a traditional verse-chorus format, with each section building upon the last to
convey Fantine's increasing despair. The song begins softly, reflecting her wistful memories, and
gradually crescendos as her feelings of hopelessness become more pronounced.

Thematically, the song explores the contrast between dreams and reality. Fantine's hopes for the
future are juxtaposed against her current plight, creating a poignant narrative arc. The use of minor
keys and rich chords in the piano arrangement enhances this emotional journey, allowing performers
to convey a wide range of feelings from melancholy to anger.

Key Themes in "I Dreamed a Dream"
Some key themes present in the song include:

Lost Dreams: Fantine laments the dreams she once had, highlighting the universal experience
of disappointment.

Societal Injustice: The song reflects the harsh realities faced by the marginalized, drawing
attention to issues of poverty and exploitation.

Hope and Despair: The emotional ebb and flow of the music captures the tension between
hope and the crushing weight of despair.

Piano Arrangement Techniques
Playing "I Dreamed a Dream" on the piano requires both technical skill and emotional expression. The
arrangement often features a combination of arpeggios and block chords, which provide depth and
texture to the performance. Here are some techniques to keep in mind when learning the piece:

Dynamics: Pay close attention to the dynamics indicated in the sheet music. The contrast
between soft and loud passages is crucial for conveying the song's emotional content.

Pedal Usage: Use the sustain pedal effectively to create a flowing sound. This will help to
connect notes and enhance the overall richness of the arrangement.

Phrase Shaping: Think about how each phrase tells a part of Fantine's story. Shape the
phrases to reflect her emotional highs and lows, bringing the narrative to life.



Resources for Learning the Piano Version
For those interested in mastering the piano arrangement of "I Dreamed a Dream," a variety of
resources are available. Whether you are a beginner or an advanced player, these tools can help you
learn the song effectively:

Sheet Music: Obtain the official sheet music for "I Dreamed a Dream," which provides the
necessary notes and dynamics.

Online Tutorials: Many platforms offer video tutorials that break down the song into
manageable sections, making it easier to learn at your own pace.

Piano Apps: Consider using piano learning apps that provide interactive lessons and feedback
on your playing.

Impact and Legacy
"I Dreamed a Dream" has left an indelible mark on the music world and popular culture. Its haunting
melody and powerful lyrics have led to numerous covers by artists across various genres. The song
gained renewed fame through its performance by Susan Boyle on "Britain's Got Talent," which
introduced it to a new generation of listeners.

The impact of the song extends beyond musical theater; it has become a symbol of resilience and
hope in the face of adversity. It is frequently used in various media, including films and television
shows, often to underscore moments of deep emotional significance. The song's ability to resonate
with audiences is a testament to its timeless appeal and the universal themes it explores.

Conclusion
Understanding "I Dreamed a Dream" and its piano arrangement opens up a world of emotional
expression for musicians. The song's rich history, profound themes, and technical challenges make it
a rewarding piece to learn and perform. Whether you are drawn to its lyrical beauty or its poignant
message, mastering this song can enhance your skills as a pianist and deepen your appreciation for
musical theater. As you embark on your journey to play "I Dreamed a Dream," remember to embrace
the emotional depth of the piece and convey Fantine's story through your music.

Q: What is the significance of the song "I Dreamed a Dream"
in Les Misérables?
A: "I Dreamed a Dream" is significant as it encapsulates the character Fantine's despair and lost
hopes, reflecting the broader themes of the musical regarding social injustice and the struggle for a
better life.



Q: Who originally composed "I Dreamed a Dream"?
A: The song was composed by Claude-Michel Schönberg, with lyrics written by Alain Boublil for the
musical "Les Misérables," which premiered in 1980.

Q: What are some techniques for playing "I Dreamed a
Dream" on the piano?
A: Techniques include paying attention to dynamics, using the sustain pedal effectively, and shaping
phrases to convey the emotional narrative of the song.

Q: How has "I Dreamed a Dream" been popularized outside of
musical theater?
A: The song has been covered by numerous artists and used in various media, including television
and film, particularly after Susan Boyle's famous rendition on "Britain's Got Talent."

Q: Are there resources available for learning the piano
arrangement of "I Dreamed a Dream"?
A: Yes, resources include official sheet music, online tutorials, and piano learning apps that offer
interactive lessons and feedback.

Q: What themes are explored in "I Dreamed a Dream"?
A: The song explores themes of lost dreams, societal injustice, and the tension between hope and
despair, which resonate deeply with audiences.

Q: Can beginners learn to play "I Dreamed a Dream"?
A: Yes, with practice and the right resources, beginners can learn to play "I Dreamed a Dream,"
especially with the help of tutorials and sheet music designed for various skill levels.

Q: What emotions should a pianist convey while playing "I
Dreamed a Dream"?
A: A pianist should aim to convey a range of emotions, from wistfulness and nostalgia in the softer
passages to despair and intensity in the climactic moments of the piece.

Q: How does the piano arrangement enhance the song's



emotional impact?
A: The piano arrangement enhances the emotional impact through its use of dynamics, harmonic
richness, and the ability to interpret the lyrical content musically, allowing performers to express
Fantine's struggles powerfully.
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