| feel pretty sheet music

i feel pretty sheet music is a captivating topic for musicians, educators, and fans of
musical theater alike. This iconic song from the classic musical "West Side Story,"
composed by Leonard Bernstein with lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, has been a staple in the
repertoire of many performers. In this article, we will explore the significance of "I Feel
Pretty," its musical composition, the availability of sheet music, and tips for mastering this
beloved piece. Whether you are a singer preparing for a performance or an educator
seeking to introduce this piece to your students, this comprehensive guide will provide you
with valuable insights and resources.
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Overview of "l Feel Pretty"

"| Feel Pretty" is a song from the second act of "West Side Story," which premiered on
Broadway in 1957. The song is performed by the character Maria, expressing her joy and
newfound confidence after falling in love. This moment of elation is beautifully captured
through the lyrics and melody, showcasing both the innocence and excitement of young
love. The song has become synonymous with the themes of beauty and self-esteem,
resonating with audiences around the world.

The context of the song within the musical is crucial to understanding its emotional impact.
Maria sings this piece shortly after meeting Tony, illustrating how love can transform one’s
perception of themselves. This theme has made "l Feel Pretty" not just a popular number in
the musical, but also a cultural touchstone that addresses issues of self-worth and
happiness.

Musical Composition

The musical composition of "l Feel Pretty" is notable for its upbeat tempo and playful
melody. Leonard Bernstein's music combines elements of classical and popular styles,
creating a piece that is both accessible and sophisticated. The song is characterized by its
major key, lively rhythm, and catchy refrain, making it a favorite among performers.



Structure of the Song

The structure of "l Feel Pretty" follows a traditional AABA form, common in musical theater.
This structure allows for the repetition of the main theme while introducing variations that
enhance the emotional depth of the piece. The A sections present the joyful realization of
beauty, while the B section provides a contrasting moment that reflects Maria's dreams and
aspirations.

Musical Techniques

Bernstein employs various musical techniques to convey the song's themes effectively,
including:

¢ Melodic Contour: The rising melody mirrors Maria's feelings of elation.

 Rhythmic Variation: The playful rhythms keep the listener engaged and highlight
the carefree nature of the lyrics.

e Harmonic Progressions: The use of major chords contributes to the song's uplifting
mood.

Where to Find "l Feel Pretty" Sheet Music

For musicians looking to perform "I Feel Pretty," obtaining the sheet music is essential.
There are several options available for acquiring this iconic score, catering to different
needs and preferences.

Online Music Retailers

Many online music retailers offer digital and physical copies of "I Feel Pretty" sheet music.
Some popular options include:

* MusicNotes: A leading source for digital sheet music, allowing for immediate
download.

* Sheet Music Plus: Offers a wide selection of sheet music, including arrangements for
various instruments and voice types.

e Amazon: Carries both physical and digital copies of "l Feel Pretty" sheet music.

Local Music Stores

Visiting a local music store can also be a great way to find sheet music. Many stores stock
popular musical theater selections, and staff can assist in locating specific pieces.
Additionally, local libraries often have collections of sheet music available for borrowing.



Tips for Performing "l Feel Pretty"

Performing "l Feel Pretty" effectively requires a combination of vocal technique, emotional
expression, and stage presence. Here are some tips for delivering a memorable
performance:

Vocal Technique

To sing "l Feel Pretty" well, focus on the following vocal techniques:

e Breath Support: Ensure you have strong breath support to sustain phrases and hit
high notes.

e Articulation: Pay attention to the clarity of your diction, as the lyrics are playful and
need to be understood.

e Dynamic Variation: Use dynamics to enhance the emotional journey of the song,
varying volume and intensity throughout.

Emotional Interpretation

Understanding the character’'s emotions is crucial for an authentic performance. Consider
the following:

e Character Motivation: Embrace Maria's joy and excitement; let it shine through
your performance.

e Connect with the Audience: Make eye contact and engage with your audience to
share the character’s feelings.

e Body Language: Use expressive gestures and movements to convey the
lighthearted nature of the song.

Conclusion

In summary, "l Feel Pretty" is more than just a delightful song from "West Side Story"; it is a
powerful expression of joy and self-acceptance. Understanding its musical composition,
obtaining the right sheet music, and employing effective performance techniques are
essential for any musician looking to bring this piece to life. Whether you are performing on
stage or teaching it in a classroom, "I Feel Pretty" continues to resonate with audiences,
celebrating the beauty of love and self-confidence.



Q: What is the significance of "l Feel Pretty" in "West
Side Story"?

A: "l Feel Pretty" reflects the character Maria's joy and newfound confidence through love,
showcasing themes of self-esteem and happiness within the musical.

Q: Who composed "l Feel Pretty"?

A: The song was composed by Leonard Bernstein, with lyrics written by Stephen Sondheim,
making it a classic example of musical theater collaboration.

Q: Where can | find "l Feel Pretty" sheet music?

A: "l Feel Pretty" sheet music can be found at online retailers like MusicNotes and Sheet
Music Plus, as well as at local music stores and libraries.

Q: What vocal techniques are essential for singing "l
Feel Pretty"?

A: Important vocal techniques for this song include strong breath support, clear articulation,
and dynamic variation to convey the song's joyous emotion.

Q: How can | interpret the emotions in "l Feel Pretty"?

A: To interpret the emotions, focus on the character’s joy, connect with the audience, and
use expressive body language that reflects the lighthearted nature of the song.

Q: Is "l Feel Pretty" suitable for beginners?

A: Yes, "l Feel Pretty" can be suitable for beginners, especially with guidance, as its melodic
structure and playful lyrics provide an engaging learning experience.

Q: What is the typical arrangement of "l Feel Pretty"
sheet music?

A: The typical arrangement includes vocal lines with piano accompaniment, but it may vary
according to the specific edition and intended performance context.

Q: Can "l Feel Pretty" be performed in different styles?

A: Yes, performers can adapt "l Feel Pretty" to different musical styles, but it is essential to
maintain the song's core themes and joyful essence.



Q: Are there any famous recordings of "l Feel Pretty"?

A: Yes, many artists have recorded "l Feel Pretty," including original cast recordings from
"West Side Story" and various Broadway revivals, showcasing different interpretations.
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